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SERMON I. 

THE WHEAT AND THE CHAFF. 

"WHOSE FAN IB IN HIS HAND, AND HB WILL THO- 
ROUGHLY PURGE HIS FLOOR; AND GATHER HIS 
WHEAT INTO THE GARNER J BUT HB WILL BURN UP 
THE CHAFF WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE." 

Matt. iii. 12. 

By these solemn words, we are taught three 
truths which deserve our most serious con- 
sideration : that men in general are divided 
into two classes, which resemble respectively 
wheat and chaff; that as the wheat and chaff, 
at first intermingled, are separated by win- 
nowing, so these two classes, now associated 
together, will be separated at the day of 
judgment; and, that then, as wheat is ga- 
thered into the granary, those persons who 
resemble the wheat will be admitted to hea- 
ven ; while, as. chaff was accustomed to be 

B 
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burnt, those who resemble the chaff will be 
sentenced to the punishment of hell. 

Before entering on the consideration of 
these truths, let us first, my brethren, ask 
from God the gift of his Holy Spirit, that 
we may have faith to receive them into our 
hearts, discernment to ascertain in what class 
we stand, and grace to escape the threaten- 
ings pronounced against one of these classes, 
and to secure the blessings promised to the 
other. For real prayer is always effectual : 
if we pray with a humble sense of our un- 
worthiness, in the name of Jesus Christ, with 
confidence in the faithfulness of God, and 
earnest persevering desire to be blessed, Christ 
has thus promised us success : "Ask, and it 
shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For 
every one that asketh receiveth ; and he that 
seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened. If ye 9 being evil, know horn 
to give good gifts unto your children : how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him ?" 1 

1 Luke xi. 9, 10, 13. 
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By the wheat, is evidently intended those 
whose characters are useful and valuable ; by 
the chaff, those who are worthless. But as 
the opinions of men differ materially with 
respect to the qualities which constitute use- 
fulness and moral worth, it is requisite to 
define these more accurately, by considering 
the ends for which God has placed us in the 
world. 

As wheat is valuable because it answers the 
purpose of the cultivator, which is to pro- 
duce food for himself and others; so those 
persons may be termed useful and valuable, 
who answer the ends for which God has 
placed them here. These ends are suffi- 
ciently plain. Few would fail to describe 
them at once ; and fewer, after hearing them 
announced, would hesitate to agree with the 
announcement; God placed us here chiefly 
to glorify him : and this is to be done in 
three ways; 1, By our exercising suitable 
dispositions towards him; 2, By cultivating 
every virtue ; 3, By our doing good to others. 
Those who fulfil these three designs are use- 
ful and valuable; those who do not are 

b2 
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worthless. So far almost all persons would 
be agreed : and if so, the means by which 
these three designs may be accomplished 
seem also plain. 

1. We exercise suitable dispositions to- 
wards God, when we reverence his supreme 
authority, when we feel a solemn awe of his 
glorious Majesty, when we dread his dis- 
pleasure, when we delight in his perfections, 
when we believe all that he declares, when 
we trust in his goodness and faithfulness, 
when we are grateful to him for his mercies, 
when we submit to his commands, when we 
are resigned to his will, and when we are 
zealous for his honour : or, to sum up all in 
one sentence, when, in obedience to the great 
precept of the law, we "love the Lord our 
God with all our hearts, with all our souls, 
and with all our minds." 1 These are the dis- 
positions which it becomes him to demand, 
and which his creatures ought to manifest; 
because by these, we proclaim his perfections, 
and render to him the best returns in our 
power. 

1 Matt. xzii. 87. 
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2. In the second place, God is glorified 
when we seek all possible self-improvement. 
As he has given us many wise and good 
commands, it evidently is contrary to his de- 
sign that we should wilfully break or neglect 
them ; as he has further given us a perfect 
pattern of every virtue in the character of 
Jesus Christ, it is evidently right that we 
should copy it ; and as a Christian character 
is fully described in his word, it is our duty 
to form and complete our character accord- 
ing to that description. God has called us 
to adhere with unbending integrity to all 
that is good, and to frown with irreconcilable 
hostility upon all that is evil ; to be coura- 
geous and diligent in duty ; to search after 
truth with inextinguishable zeal, and to main- 
tain it at all costs when found ; to be inflexi- 
bly just, whatever interests may be endan- 
gered, or whatever enemies provoked ; to be 
sincere under every temptation to falsehood ; 
to be faithful, whatever advantages may be 
promised by treachery ; and to bear the vex- 
ations which sometimes follow right conduct, 
with the fortitude of a mind which cannot 
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repent of doing good. Together with these 
stronger virtues, we are to cultivate all the 
gentler. Self-love being restrained within 
just limits, we must love our fellow-creatures 
as ourselves, forgive our enemies, be affec- 
tionate to our friends, and benevolent to all 
the world. Moreover, with whatever energy 
we may seek any earthly objects, we must 
" seek first the kingdom of God ;"* and how- 
ever highly we may prize any earthly joy, 
we must chiefly " set our affections on things 
above/'* In short, we have received from our 
Lord this command, " Be ye therefore per- 
feet, even as your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect:" 3 to accomplish, like the wheat, 
the ends for which we have been placed here, 
is to live in the exercise of these habits, and 
to aim at the fulfilment of this command. 

3. As God has formed us with social dis- 
positions, and dependent on each other from 
the highest to the lowest, he has ordained 
that we should promote each other's welfare. 
Each might have been made to a great de- 

1 Matt. vi. 33. * Col. iii. 1. 

* Matt. v. 48. 
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gree independent of all the rest, as the tiger 
or the eagle, but he has made us dependent, 
that we might serve each other. Hence, he 
has said to all his disciples : " Whosoever will 
be great among you, let him be your minister; 
(or attendant ;) and whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant : even as 
the Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many' 91 The welcome also which 
Christ has promised to his disciples at last is 
this : " Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world: for I was an hungered, 
and ye gave me meat : I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink : I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in : naked, and ye clothed me : I was 
sick, and ye visited me : I was in prison, and 
ye came unto me : verily I say unto you, in- 
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me"* As followers of Christ, we are 
called to exercise benevolence to all men; 

1 Matt. xx. 26—28. * Matt. xxv. 84^36, 40. 
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but we owe this especially to our fellow-dis- 
ciples: if they are hungry, we should feed 
them ; if they are naked, we should clothe 
them; and if in sorrow, we should afford 
them every possible alleviatiorf. 

It is a yet more important part of our 
social duty to lead, as far as we may be 
able, the ungodly to believe in Christ; to 
rescue from perdition those who are in dan- 
ger of it ; to lead the impenitent to repent- 
ance, the unbelieving to believe, and the 
proud to humble themselves before God ; to 
urge those who live without prayer to pray, 
and those who neglect the word of God to 
read it with reflection; and to bring the 
unholy to be holy, the earthly to cherish 
spirituality of mind, and the children of 
Satan to become the children of God* 
Common humanity may teach us to labour 
for these ends, as it teaches us to rescue 
those who are drowning from the water, and 
those who are enveloped in flames from the 
fire: the example of Christ may make us 
feel this to be our duty, because disciples 
should resemble their master; and he "di- 
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vested himself of his glory, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men, and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross," that he might save the lost : 
any measure of reverence or gratitude to 
God would also teach it, because by evil 
habits his creatures dishonour him, and they 
can glorify him only by repentance, faith, 
and holiness : and Christ distinctly intimated 
his will when, directing his disciples to be 
the light of the world and the salt of the 
earth, He said to them all, "Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven; 99 and gave to each this pre- 
cept, " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself 991 

4. But being indisposed to fulfil these 
duties through the corruption of our nature, 
and being, on the contrary, ungodly and 
impenitent, we must, before we can in any 

1 Matt. v. 16 ; xxii. 37. 

B3 
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measure discharge them, be greatly changed. 
As we need that our sins should be pardoned, 
so we require that they should be subdued ; 
and on both accounts, we must be brought 
to an entire change of heart, through faith 
in Christ. Faith only can now save us. 
Recall the language of Scripture on this 
head ; " He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall 
be damned: he that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life, and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him : except ye eat the 
ftesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you : if ye believe not that 
I am He, ye shall die in your sins : he that 
hath the Son, hath life ; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life." 1 In 
the renunciation of all pretence of merit, we 
must depend on the merit of Christ for our 
pardon; in the consciousness of our igno- 
rance, corruption, and weakness, we must 
expect from him both wisdom and sancti- 

1 Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 36; vi. 53 ; viii. 24. 1 John 
v. 12. 
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fication ; and condemning all our past self- 
will, we must surrender our minds unre- 
servedly to his direction and control, resolving 
to be guided by his word, and governed by 
his Spirit. This faith is our greatest duty, 
and the only means by which we can accom- 
plish the other duties to which we are called. 
Those who possess it, being led by the Holy 
Spirit, are enabled to glorify God in their 
dispositions and habits, to seek the highest 
improvement by the best means, and to fulfil 
their chief duties to their fellow-creatures. 
Independently, too, of this life of piety, of 
self-improvement, and of usefulness, they 
glorify God by the very act of their faith : 
they glorify his holiness and justice, for they 
acknowledge their own desert of eternal 
death ; they glorify his mercy, because they 
believe he has loved them, and given his Son 
to be a propitiation for their sins ; they glo- 
rify his truth, because they acknowledge that 
his promises to our guilty race, and his 
threatenings against sin, have thus been ful- 
filled ; and they glorify his sovereignty, by 
yielding themselves to his control Thus by 

b4 
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believing in Christ, do sinners fulfil the great 
end of their existence, and prove themselves 
to be the wheat which will be gathered into 
his garner, the children who will for ever be 
the objects of his love. 

II. From this description of the wheat, we 
may easily infer the character of those who 
resemble the chaff. If those are the wheat 
who exercise suitable dispositions towards 
God, those then are the chaff who are without 
such dispositions. If men who should feel 
an awful reverence for the Majesty of God, 
think of him with levity, and when they 
should dread his anger, brave it, if instead 
of delighting in his perfections, they are 
alienated from him, and being alienated, 
neither trust him in their sorrows, nor are 
thankful to him in their joys, nor submit to 
his chastenings, nor are resigned to his will, 
nor are zealous for his glory, nor feel the 
least degree of real love to him, though he 
deserves all possible love and adoration, then 
they do not fulfil one great end of their ex- 
istence, and with respect to that end, are 
worthless a^ chaff. 
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2. If those are the wheat who are seeking 
the perfection of their nature; then those 
are the chaff who neglect to seek it. God 
having made us to seek wisdom and excel- 
lence, to obey his holy law, and imitate the 
example of Christ, to cultivate all the stronger 
and gentler virtues of our nature, and to 
secure eternal life; those who, disregarding 
both the love of God and the example of 
Christ, live chiefly to secure the pleasures, 
gains, and honours of this life, fail to accom- 
plish another of the great ends of their ex- 
istence, the cultivation of the highest moral 
excellence, and with reference to that end, 
are worthless as chaff. 

3. If those are the wheat, who labour for 
the temporal and spiritual welfare of their 
fellow-creatures ; those are the chaff, who live 
chiefly to please themselves. For, as God 
has made us to do all possible good to one 
another, those who could lessen human sor- 
row and do not, those who could instruct 
the ignorant, and who leave them untaught, 
those who might be the means of converting 
the ungodly, and who yet make no effort tq 
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convert them, those who being called the 
light of the world and its salt, do nothing to 
illuminate its darkness or to diminish its 
corruption, are, with reference to these ends 
of their existence, worthless as chaff. 

4. If those are the wheat, who glorify God 
by believing in Christ; then those are the 
chaff, who remain in unbelief. For since 
faith in Christ is the only mean by which 
sinners may glorify the perfections of God, 
obtain suitable dispositions towards him, or 
be led to seek their moral perfection, and to 
do all possible good to their fellow-creatures, 
those who do not believe in Christ, neces- 
sarily fail to glorify him, and thus with re- 
ference to the highest ends of their existence, 
must be worthless as chaff. 

Of many, alas ! it is too true, that they 
pass these limits of transgression: they are 
not only useless for the ends which have 
been mentioned, but actively and extensively 
noxious. Instead of glorifying God by god- 
liness of disposition, they fearfully dishonour 
him by profanity and determined irreligion : 
instead of glorifying him by their.excellence, 
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their character is made up of the habits and 
tempers which he abhors, selfishness, pride, 
sensuality, injustice, and hardness of heart : 
and instead of living to do good, they injure 
their fellow-creatures, by fraud, by falsehood, 
by evil counsels, or by vicious example. But 
leaving these who commit, without remorse 
or scruple, whatever breach of the law of 
God w they are hurried to by passion, or by 
pride, we are obliged to confess that those 
who have been guilty of no such excess, but 
whose whole course is simply this, that they 
have never glorified God or served their 
fellow-creatures in those ways, in which it 
was chiefly designed that they should do the 
one and the other, are in these respects, no 
less than the profligate and the profane, 
worthless as chaff. 

To which of these two classes do we se- 
verally belong? Are we wheat or chaff? 
Surely, it is not hard to decide. Have we 
lived in the exercise of all godly dispositions, 
or not ? Have we manifested reverence to- 
wards God, or indifference and levity ? Havel 
we feared his anger, or braved it? Have 
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we delighted in his revealed character, or 
dreaded it ? Have we been thankful for his 
mercies, or been ungrateful ? Have we been 
jealous for his honour, or witnessed the irre- 
ligion of mankind with indifference ? Have 
we unceasingly sought our improvement, or 
acquiesced in our defects? Have we ex- 
amined our faults, watched against them, 
prayed to overcome them, and overcome 
them in fact ? Has each year witnessed our 
advancement in godliness? Have we lived 
to bless our fellow-creatures? Or, on the 
other hand, while innumerable transgressions 
in thought, word, and deed, rising up to con- 
demn us, every day of our lives having left 
behind it guilt enough to banish us for ever 
from the favour of God, have we sought for 
pardon and holiness through Christ ? And 
have we with self-condemnation, surrendered 
ourselves to the justice of God, looking for 
salvation only from his mercy through the 
merit and mediation of our Redeemer ? 

Our eternal state depends on the answers 
to be returned to these questions. Self-flat-* 
tery, or the flattery of our friends, will be 
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all set aside on that great day, when we shall 
have to give account of every idle word, and 
when the secrets of all hearts shall be dis- 
closed : and those answers will determine our 
unalterable state which the Omniscient Judge 
shall pronounce to be true. Let us now, 
therefore, conduct the examination of our- 
selves with all the solemnity which we should 
feel, if our last examination before that 
Omniscient Judge were at hand. Let us be 
impartial with ourselves, because self-decep- 
tion will be fatal; let us take the word of 
God as the guide of our inquiry, because by 
it alone we shall be acquitted or condemned ; 
and, finally, let us, in the recollection of all 
the mistakes into whieh our natural vanity 
and habitual self-love make us so prone to 
fall, implore that we may have wisdom to 
come to a right decision. Nor let us delay 
to sit in judgment on ourselves for a single 
day. No time is better for the inquiry than 
the present: if we feel its necessity to-day, 
and do not act upon it, we may lose that 
conviction to-morrow ; if we wish now to be 
the disciples of Christ, in a few hours that 
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wish, if disregarded, may have passed away 
for ever : " now is the accepted time, now is 
the day of salvation." At once, therefore, let 
us determine to ascertain our state before 
God ; and may the investigation guide us all 
to solid piety and to enduring peace. 



SERMON H. 

THE WHEAT AND THE CHAFF. 

" WHOSE FAN IS IK HIS HAND, AND HE WILL THO- 
ROUGHLY PURGE HIS FLOOR; AND GATHER HIS 
WHEAT INTO THE GARNER \ BUT HE WILL BURN 
UP THE CHAFF WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE." 

Matt. iii. 12. 

The duties of men, as rational and account- 
able creatures, may be comprised under three 
heads; to exercise suitable dispositions to* 
wards their Creator ; to seek their own moral 
perfection ; and, to do all possible good to 
their fellow-creatures. Those who habitually 
fulfil these duties, fulfil the great ends for 
which they were placed in the world ; and 
those who neglect these duties do not accom- 
plish these ends : on which account, the one 
class is compared in this passage of Scripture 
to wheat, and the second class to chaff. Fur- 
ther, as all those who exercise faith in Christ 
fulfil these ends in some measure, and none 
others do so ; therefore the wheat represents 
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the real disciples of Christ, and the chaff 
represents his nominal disciples, with all the 
rest of mankind, who do not fulfil the ends 
for which they exist. Bearing this in me- 
mory, let us now consider the prospects be- 
fore these two classes. And since some who 
hear the word of God, like the hard path 
which the seed can never penetrate, entirely 
reject it ; and some are so choked with cares 
and pleasures, that they, like ground en- 
cumbered with briars and thorns, can yield 
no fruit ; and in some, who resemble a shal- 
low soil on a rocky substratum, every pro- 
mising disposition soon fades and withers ; 
while those only whose hearts are prepared 
by Divine grace, derive permanent advan- 
tage from the truth ; I entreat you to seek 
from God, the grace to receive those truths, 
which we have now to consider, into honest 
and good hearts, prepared to welcome them, 
and resolved to act according to them. 

I. At present, the chaff and the wheat are 
intermingled. Believers and unbelievers, 
the godly and the ungodly, those whose cha- 
racters are adorned with every Christian vh> 
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tue, and those destitute of each ; those who 
live to bless their fellow-creatures, and those 
who live to please themselves, are found in 
the same nation, in the same city, in the 
same congregation, and even in the same fa- 
mily. Probably this congregation contains 
individuals belonging to both these classes. 
Such persons are often so closely associated, 
and may in some points so much resemble 
each other, that numbers, who do not derive 
their views from any exact examination of 
Scripture, but from prevailing opinions, or 
from their own false reasonings, may often 
mistake the one for the other; they may 
blame the character which God approves, and 
approve that which God condemns. Occa- 
sionally these opposite characters can be 
scarcely discerned even by real Christians : 
for real Christians may unhappily exhibit so 
many infirmities, as to make their brethren 
doubtful of their piety ; and those who have 
no true religion may be so estimable for 
their virtues, so attractive from their ami- 
ability, and so exact in their observance 
of the forms of religion, that Christiana 
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may be disposed to think them converted to 
God. 

Very opposite effects may follow to each of 
the two classes from this association. By it 
the godly may be seduced into worldliness, 
and flattered into inconsistent compliances 
with habits contrary to the spirit of the gos- 
pel; they may be ashamed of Christ, and 
may dread to maintain obnoxious truths, or 
to insist on the paramount authority of the 
Bible : and like Peter, they may be tempted 
to deny Christ, or like the young ruler, be 
unwilling to part with worldly gains or plea- 
sures for his sake. But on the other hand, 
those among them who watch and pray lest 
they enter into temptation, and who live by 
faith, may be made by this association to feel 
their danger, to be more watchful and more 
dependent ; to seek with more humility and 
earnestness the aid of the Spirit of God ; to 
use more diligently the means of improve- 
ment; and hence, converting each tempta- 
tion into a source of improvement, may 
be more resolute, wise, and charitable, 
more holy and more devoted, than if they 
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had been living where all were like them* 
selves. 

In a similar manner, the association of the 
two classes may exercise very opposite in- 
fluences upon different persons who are un- 
godly. Some when they see religion, not 
described in books which they might fancy 
to be imaginative, but exemplified in living 
characters, respecting whom they can make 
no mistake, cannot resist its influence. They 
are familiar perhaps with a Christian whom 
faith in Christ has made assiduous in duty, 
and calm in danger: to his friends tender 
and faithful, towards his enemies courageous, 
candid, and forgiving; whom no bribe can 
seduce to swerve from his principles, and 
whom no calamity induces to repent of doing 
right : they see him as gentle as he is reso- 
lute, and as fearful of sin as he is fearless in 
obedience to the will of God ; with more en- 
joyment of life than those who are most de- 
voted to dissipation, and more ready to 
die than those whose lives are embittered 
by irretrievable calamities. Compelled by 
what they witness to acknowledge that true 
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religion is the strongest and the loveliest of 
of all things, they wish to be Christians; 
they read, they reflect, they pray ; they are 
converted by the grace of God, and they be- 
come the heirs of heaven, Others, on the 
contrary, shut their eyes to all the evidences 
for the truth ; misrepresent the characters of 
Christians, because they hate their princi- 
ples; cavil at the doctrines which they cannot 
refute ; and explain away the precepts which 
they are resolved not to obey. If they are 
too humane to persecute Christians, and 
too courteous to revile them, still they nou- 
rish in their hearts a secret bitterness against 
them ; retain to the end a rooted alienation 
against the gospel itself; shut their eyes to 
the light which they cannot extinguish ; and 
reject the salvation which it had been better 
for them never to have known. 

But the Omniscient Judge of quick and 
dead cannot permit this association to last 
for ever : " His fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly purge his floor." As wheat 
is separated from chaff, our Lord will, ere 
long, thoroughly separate believers from un- 
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believers* Classes so different cannot always 
be treated alike ; believers cannot for ever be 
exposed to the mischiefs of such association ; 
nor can unbelievers for ever be blessed with 
its advantages. When the former are made 
perfect in holiness and love, they cannot 
again be subjected to mockery and hatred 
on the one hand, nor be endangered by cor- 
rupt allurements on the other : and when the 
latter have passed their day of mercy, it is 
not to be supposed that they will still enjoy 
opportunities of repentance which they de- 
spised, or be offered the salvation which they 
persevered in rejecting. The wheat must, 
therefore, be separated from the chaff: " he 

WILL THOROUGHLY PURGE HIS FLOOR." No 

delusive hopes entertained by the ungodly, 
no pretence of self-justification, no prayers 
and tears when the time of mercy is gone, no 
-promises of repentance can arrest the righ- 
teous decisions of an Almighty Judge. Un- 
resisting, although in despair, must each of 
them then take his dismal place among those 
who are eternally exiled from God; angels 
and fallen spirits, the hosts of the redeemed, 
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and the sinner's own conscience being all 
ready to execute upon him the sentence, 
which his habits have merited, and which he 
did not choose to avert. In that hour, no 
one will be mistaken, and no one overlooked: 
the Omniscient Redeemer knows the history 
of each, even to his most transient thoughts ; 
and therefore the separation of believers and 
unbelievers will be then complete. Among 
all the myriads of the triumphant church, 
there will not be found one unconverted per* 
son, who has crept in unperceived, nor will 
one regenerated soul be missing; while on 
the other hand the ranks of the reprobate 
must be also full. Each person through all 
the universe will then be classed with those 
whom he resembles, the good with the good, 
the evil with the evil; and in this congenial 
fellowship, the good will find the perfection 
of their bliss, the evil an aggravation of their 
wretchedness. This feature in the doom of 
the lost is marked by our Lord in these 
words : " In the time of harvest I will say to 
the reapers. Gather ye together first the 
tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 
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them : but gather the wheat into my barn." l 
While all those who have been as wheat, will 
be together in glory, those whose irreligious 
course has made them like weeds on the 
earth, must be bound in bundles for the 
fire ; a fearful addition to the woe of each, 
to find himself shut up with the base and 
vile, with the selfish and sensual, with the 
cruel and malignant, without the possibility 
of interrupting for a moment that accursed 
fellowship. 

And that sentence must be final. As the 
chaff consumed by the fire could never 
mingle again with the wheat, which was ga- 
thered into the granary; the godly can never 
again be vexed with hearing proud scoffings 
at religion, or grave misrepresentations of it ; 
nor can the ungodly, ever once through 
eternity, be admitted to that wise and holy 
conversation, which on earth they despised. 
The two classes will then be severed as wide 
as hell from heaven, and between them there 
will be a great gulf fixed. * 

4 Matt, xiii. 30. f Luke xvi. 26. 

c2 
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II. Still, were this the whole doom of the 
imregencrate it would not seem so terrible 
to them; since, with an entire alienation 
from the characters and the habits of pious 
persons now, they cannot conceive a separa- 
tion from them to be a source of pain ; and 
shrinking as they do from all communion 
with their Maker, they would be glad to be 
shut out from his dreaded presence. But 
far more than a separation from God and 
from his people, is threatened to them. As 
the wheat is preserved because useful and 
valuable, and the chaff burned because in-* 
capable of use and worthless ; so those who 
are prepared by grace to serve God for ever 
in love, will be admitted to glory ; and those 
who are incapacitated by their habits and 
tempers for that. service, and who, worthless 
through their whole lives, remain worthless 
in death, must be sentenced to the fire ; their 
only use being to be punished. Those who 
love God will honour him by their happiness; 
but those who love him not, must glorify 
him by their misery. The happiness of be- 
lievers will show the universe, that it is right 
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and good to believe and love him ; and the 
misery of unbelievers must proclaim for ever, 
the criminality of unbelief, and alienation 
from him. " He will gather the wheat into 
his garner; but he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire." 

A glorious prospect is here set before all 
those, who, through faith in Christ, are led 
to glorify their Creator, during their lives. 
As wheat when severed from the chaff is 
gathered into the granary, they will be ad- 
mitted into heaven. Each of them, the mo- 
ment that he dies, is admitted to a state of 
bliss. At the resurrection his body will be 
restored to him immortal, and then, made 
glorious in body and soul, he will be for ever 
with the Redeemer. Thenceforth, no tempta- 
tion can assault him ; no danger can threaten 
his safety; and no sorrow mingle with his 
joy. In that bright and glorious region, 
where our intellectual faculties will probably 
receive a development at present unimagi- 
nable, where our stores of knowledge will be 
gathered from the illimitable universe, where 
affection glows with a fervour which is not of 
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earth, and the friendship of immortal beings 
is perfect, each of us, if we are the true fol- 
lowers of Christ, will be placed under the 
care of the Almighty God ; to enjoy his pa- 
rental love, to exult in his boundless bene- 
ficence, and to triumph in his unchangeable 
perfections. We shall be admitted there to 
adore him, and to serve him as we ought ; to 
reflect in our own characters his supreme 
goodness; to exercise every faculty in his 
service; to employ all our affections to give 
him honour; and to be made " kings and 
priests," dwelling in eternal communion with 
him, and radiant with his reflected glory. 

But while this is the happiness, which is 
promised to each real believer, what must be 
the end of the unbelieving? The Creator 
must derive glory from all his creatures; 1 
and he will glorify each of his perfections, 
when he raises believers in Christ to the per- 
fection of holiness and bliss : but what glory 
can be given to him by those who have 
denied his attributes, despised his authority, 

'Proverbs xvi. 4. 
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trampled on his laws, defied his threatenings, 
made light of his promises, rejected his mercy, 
desecrated his day, refused to read the reve- 
lation of his will, never heartily asked his 
blessing, disliked those of their fellow crea- 
tures who were more godly than themselves, 
and lived to gratify their own fancies as 
though God had not existed ? He must, by 
permitting them to be supremely miserable, 
make all his rational creatures to see that he 
abhors their ungodliness, and that he will 
not endure it, " He will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire" 

These awful words describe a punishment, 
which is irresistible, intolerable, and eternal ; 
for chaff, unable to extinguish the fire, or to 
endure it, must be consumed. It will be 
vain for sinners at the judgment, to argue 
against that sentence, which being pro- 
nounced by infinite justice, will be approved 
by angels and saints : entreaties will then be 
vain ; and it will be as impossible for a sin- 
ner to resist its execution, as for a vile weed 
to arrest the swollen waters of a torrent, or 
for the spider's web to repel the thunder-bolt. 
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At the same time, it will be intolerable : for 
to be like chaff in the fire, is to be as unable 
to bear the inflicted wrath, as chaff is un- 
able to endure the flame. Now irreligious 
persons may think that, if they must be 
punished hereafter, they will bear their pu- 
nishment with fortitude : but they think so, 
only because it seems distant, and they do 
not know its magnitude. How can they bear 
that which our Lord has thus described ;— 
" Whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken, but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 

WILL GRIND HIM TO POWDER V It WOuld be 

as easy for a serpent to sustain itself, when 
mangled and utterly crushed beneath a fallen 
mountain, as for sinners to bear the wrath of 
the Almighty. The intense misery which his 
just vengeance must inflict will reduce the 
courage which never quailed at danger, and 
the fortitude which calamities only invigo- 
rated, to the feebleness of a child : the stoutest 
heart will melt in it, like wax in the fire: 
the mightiest, overpowered by it, will feel 

> Matt. xxi. 44. 
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like an insect in the middle of a furnace ; and 
under its weight, the lost soul will sink down 
to the unmitigated despair of eternal death. 

But chaff is consumed. O, it were happy 
for the poor sinner in the hands of the righ- 
teous Avenger, if he too could cease to be. 
But the immortal soul being unable to die, its 
agony must last like itself, for ever. Listen 
to the declared doom of the ungodly — " These 
shall go away into everlasting punishment : 
they shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction ; the smoke of their torment as- 
cendeth up for ever and ever." The terms 
which describe the duration of their future 
punishment, are the same as those which de- 
scribe the future happiness of the saved ; in- 
deed, the language itself furnishes no words 
to express eternity, stronger than those which 
the New Testament employs on the subject. 
And when we recollect that the sinner has 
been offending an infinite God, sinning 
against infinite obligations, that he cannot to 
all eternity make an atonement, and that his 
corruption will be as eternal as his existence, 
we may see too plainly that his punishment 

c3 
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must be eternal. O, dreadful thought, that 
any one of you, my dear hearers, now so 
blessed by providence, so filled with joy, and 
perhaps so deservedly dear to many, should 
in a few years, experience even more than I 
have described ! 

Examine therefore, brethren, with resolu- 
tion to discover the truth, whatever it may 
be, whether you are not in danger of % that 
accursed end. As men cannot deceive God, 
or alter his judgment of them, by any false 
judgment which they may pass upon them- 
selves, let us resolve to ascertain what we are 
in his sight; and, if upon examination, we 
find by application of the tests which have 
been enumerated, 1 reason to believe that we 
are still, with reference to the highest ends 
for which we have been created, as worthless 
as chaff, let us endeavour solemnly to impress 
our minds with the fact, that, there is no- 
thing before us, but that consuming fire. 
A few more years or days, and we must 
feel that irresistible, intolerable, and eternal 

1 See the First Sermon on this text. 
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misery. O my brethren, do not live under 
even the possibility of coming to such an 
end. All present joy will but aggravate its 
bitterness, and therefore do not neglect sal- 
vation, because you are not unhappy now ; 
but seek at once to secure the salvation of 
your souls. The great duty, through which 
God may be glorified in you, and you may 
be blessed for ever, is to believe.. When 
the gaoler of Philippi, convinced of sin, and 
trembling with fear, asked what he must do 
to be saved, the apostle answered, "Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved." 1 That answer meets your necessities. 
Believe, as the gaoler did, and you will be 
forgiven, accepted, and blessed. The testi- 
monies of scripture to this cheering truth 
are so numerous and plain, as to leave no 
just occasion for doubt. " He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: 99 " by 
him all that believe are justified from all 
things : 9f " a man is justified by faith with- 
out the deeds of the law : 99 " ye are all the 

1 Acts xvi. 31. 
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children of God by faith in Christ Jesus" 1 
Since Christ came to save the lost, by making 
an atonement for their sins, by interceding 
for them by giving them his Spirit to make 
them wise and holy, we are called to believe 
that he will do all this for us ; to place our- 
selves in his hands; and with humility and 
earnestness, asking for this salvation, to ex- 
pect it from his power and love. Believe 
thus and you shall be saved. 

If, notwithstanding these plain declara- 
tions of scripture, you still feel a doubt 
whether faith and prayer will save you; 
let me ask what else can save, if these can- 
not? Will more holiness and more love to 
God secure your pardon ? No ; if you had 
a thousand years to live on earth, and each 
of those years should be spent in holy love 
to God, you would not have such an offering 
to present to him, as each penitent has, the 
first moment that he truly believes. Believers 
present to God the infinite righteousness of 
Christ; and that is worthy to be accepted 

1 John iii. 86 ; Acts xiii. 39 ; Rom. iii. 28 ; Gal. iii. 26. 
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beyond any miserable works of our own. 
Present that now in faith, and God will 
accept you on that account ; and being jus- 
tified by faith, without the deeds of the law, 
you may have peace with God; and then 
begin to glorify him, as becomes his rational 
creature and his ransomed child. 

And to you, my brethren, who have be- 
lieved, and through faith have lived to glorify 
God in some measure, this text may furnish 
powerful reasons, why you should not be 
weary in well-doing. What though you 
may now for a little while be esteemed en- 
thusiastic and extravagant, by a few of your 
fellow-creatures, simply because you believe 
in Christ, and obey him; do not be angry 
with those, who must so soon be like chaff 
in the furnace: but deeply pitying them, 
seek to overcome evil with good; and by 
persevering charity lead them, if you can, to 
flee from the wrath to come. Should this 
be impossible, then you must leave them to 
God; and for yourselves remember, "yet a 
little while, and he that shall come mil come, 
and will not tarry." If he shall own you 
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before the assembled universe, that honour 
will atone for all the previous shame, which 
fidelity to his will occasioned you : if he shall 
say, " well done, good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of the Lord/' that 
will make all trouble suffered for the sake of 
religion seem very light: and if you shall 
then be the objects of his eternal love, you 
may well endure a little enmity for his sake 
now. Live therefore to glorify God. Endea- 
vour continually to cherish a spirit of hum- 
ble subjection to his will, of ardent gratitude 
for his mercy, and unbounded trust in his 
goodness. Cultivate every personal virtue, 
in imitation of the perfect example which hafe 
been given to us by Christ. Be as useful as 
you can be to your fellow-creatures. Neglect 
no relative duty: parents, train up your chil- 
dren in the fear and love of God ; masters, 
instruct your households in the scriptures; 
unite with them in earnest prayer; and set 
them an example of consistent piety: and let 
all employ their powers and their influence 
to do the greatest possible amount of good. 
According to the ability which God has given 
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you, instruct the ignorant, reclaim the erring, 
let the hungry be fed, and the naked clothed 
by your bounty, comfort all that are in sor- 
row, protect the oppressed, endeavour to dif- 
fuse the knowledge of Christ, with the bles- 
sings which 'attend it, throughout the whole 
earth: and use all your faculties, time and 
property, " as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God." 1 So may he bless you : and 
while the selfish and frivolous, the worldly and 
the irreligious, must soon be like chaff in the 
unquenchable flame; may you be gathered 
into the heavenly garner, to serve your Re- 
deemer with adoring gratitude, and to be for 
ever safe under his care and love. 

1 1 Pet. iv. 10. 



SERMON III. 

THE LOVE OF GOD. 

" WB HAVE KNOWN AND BELIEVED THE LOVE THAT 
GOD HATH TO US: GOD IS LOVE." 

1 John iv. 16. 

There is a Being by whom we are surrounded 
in every place ; bis eye is on us in solitude, 
and selects us amidst the crowd ; it has been 
fixed upon us without interruption, since we 
began to exist ; and it is looking at us with 
keen and sleepless attention now. Wherever 
we go, he is there — when we slumber, he is 
awake — when we forget him he is watching 
us — he reads each thought, and listens to 
each word — he detects each hidden motive, 
and judges every rising desire — and thus pe- 
netrating all that is hidden even from our- 
selves, and remembering all that we have 
ever done, as though it were now taking 
place, he knows us far better than we know 
ourselves. Day and night, in all places, and 
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through every moment of our being, we are 
living beneath the gaze of that Omnipresent 
eye, and the scrutiny of that Omniscient 
mind. We are, moreover, in his power* 
When he was the only inhabitant of infinite 
space, he willed the existence of a universe ; 
and unnumbered suns began to flame in their 
several places, and attendant worlds to roll 
in their appointed spheres. Such a Being can 
do what he will with the creatures whom he 
has formed; none being able to stay his 
hand, or to alter his purpose, or, without 
presumption, to say to him, "What doest 
thou?" Our dependence on him is absolute. 
We have existed because he willed it; and 
because he wills it, we continue to exist. Our 
lives are as much upheld by his direct in- 
terposition, as Israel was preserved by his 
manna in the desert, or Peter sustained by 
the arm of Jesus Christ when he was sinking 
in the water. " In him we live and move, 
and have our being." According to his sole 
pleasure he has determined how long we shall 
live: when, how, and where we shall die; 
and what shall be our state after death. As 
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the potter has power over the clay, which 
he forms into the costliest or the commonest 
ware, which he uses or lays aside as he 
pleases, so his power to appoint our eternal 
condition, is irresistible and infinite. 

He is further so holy, that sin is beyond 
all measure displeasing to him ; and he has 
shown on various occasions how much he 
hates it. When angels sinned, he cast them 
out of heaven; and dooming them to that 
horrible despair, which has now lasted with- 
out abatement through 6000 years, sentenced 
them to the pain of everlasting fire, without 
the opportunity of repentance, and without 
the hope of pardon. When Adam sinned, 
he drove him from Eden, and entailed on 
him and his posterity a misery which was to 
poison all the springs of human happiness, 
to last through many centuries, and to be 
co-extensive with the globe. When men 
continued still to sin, he poured over the 
earth an avenging flood which buried the 
whole race, with the exception of one family, 
in an unfathomable grave : and for their sins, 
he suddenly and without warning wrapped 



8br. III.] THE LOVE OF GOD. 43 

four flourishing cities in flames, involving 
men, women, and children, palaces and tem- 
ples, gardens and groves in one universal 
and irresistible conflagration. For sin, he 
overwhelmed Pharaoh in the sea ; for sin, he 
made the earth swallow up Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram; for sin, he exterminated the 
nations of Canaan ; for sin, he gave up Israel 
to slavery, and laid Jerusalem in ruins; for 
sin, he struck dead 185,000 Assyrians in one 
night ; for sin, he sentenced Nebuchadnezzar 
to insanity; and for sin, he traded on the 
wall of Belshazzar's palace those words of 
doom, " Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin." 

From this awful God, who is so near to 
every one of us, and so well acquainted with 
our habits, from whose presence we can never 
escape, whose power we are unable to resist, 
and who hates our sins with a perfect hatred, 
what must we expect ? On occasions without 
number, we have transgressed his laws in 
thought, word, and deed; and if we have 
frequently done wrong, we have still more 
frequently omitted to do right. For all which 
disobedience in our conduct, springing from 
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the worse corruption of our hearts, we might 
expect from him instant and entire destruc- 
tion. Will he then destroy us ? he can, for 
he is Almighty ; and he knows that we de- 
serve it, for he is Omniscient : but he is as 
good as he is great, as merciful as he is holy ; 
and, by no dream of fancy, but by his own 
voice, by his word, and by his works, we are 
assured that " He is love." 

I. Were he not benevolent, he would not 
have made his creatures so capable of enjoy- 
ing happiness, nor have made nature so ca- 
pable of imparting it. Why does the insect 
sport in the sunbeam, or the lamb gambol in 
the meadow, or the lark sing in the sky, but 
because the Creator loves to make his crea- 
tures happy, or in other words, because he 
is benevolent? But if so, how the world 
abounds with the proofs of his benevolence ! 
Almost all things around us, earth, air, rocks, 
clay, woods, winds, and ocean, are made by 
him to promote our welfare; and besides 
ordaining that both the animate and inani- 
mate creatures should support our lives, and 
supply our wants, he has endowed many of 
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them with attributes designed exclusively to 
please us. For this end the ground is car- 
petted with flowers ; the rocks offer us their 
gems; the forest glows with the gorgeous 
plumage of its birds, or rings with their 
merry songs : for this end, the stream sparkles 
and foams on the mountain side, and the 
blue lake reflects the heavens on its calm 
clear surface : for this the day is so beautiful 
with its sunny splendours; and for this the 
night enchants us with its gentler ray, when 
the moon throws its trembling beam upon 
the waters, or travels among the broken 
clouds, or sinking beneath the horizon, leaves 
the silent stars to watch over our sleeping 
world. Thus all the objects of nature, whether 
vast or insignificant, whether fulfilling their 
important functions from century to century, 
or exhibiting their beauty for a transient 
summer hour, proclaim in the ear of reason 
with one loud hosanna, that God is love. 

Nor less if we think of the course of our 
lives, may we find cause to adore the Al- 
mighty for his goodness. Although for the 
sins of men, he has righteously visited th$ 
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earth with his judgments; and the uni- 
versal deluge, and the flames which caught 
the shrieking inhabitants of Sodom, and the 
wave which rolled back upon the hosts of 
Pharaoh, and the silent curse which laid a 
hundred and eighty thousand Assyrians dead 
in their tents, have attested his hatred of 
iniquity : still these seem only sufficient to 
make us admire the compassion, patience, 
and goodness, which are manifested in the 
general course of his providence. Every 
hour he sees the alienation, ingratitude, and 
self-will of millions of creatures whom he has 
formed and cherished; innumerable acts of 
selfishness and pride, of fraud and falsehood, 
of malice and envy, of oppression and cruelty, 
of gross superstition, and of reckless sensu- 
ality, send up before him continually the 
abhorred steam of the world's depravity ; yet 
the sun does not cease to shine, the rain does 
not fail to water the thirsty earth, and the 
harvests ripen in our fields: plague, pesti- 
lence, and famine, do not hurry us to un- 
timely graves ; the vengeance which overtook 
the antediluvians and the men of Sodom, 
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now seems to slumber ; and the mercy of God 
has put up his sword into its scabbard. 

But it is when we recall the course of our 
own lives, that we most sensibly feel his 
goodness. So far from inflicting on us the 
death which we had deserved, he has fol- 
lowed us all our days with mercy : though 
we have much wasted our health in selfish 
indulgence, he has preserved it ; though we 
have scarcely employed our faculties for him, 
he has still granted us the use of them. He 
has supplied our wants, though we have been 
but little grateful for his bounty ; and he has 
given us a peaceful home on earth, though 
we have been so unmindful of our home 
in heaven. Having formed us capable of 
deriving pleasure from knowledge, his pro- 
vidence has given us the opportunity of 
acquiring it; and whatever pleasure or ad- 
vantage we have received from the books 
which we have read, the scenes which we 
have visited, or the persons with whom we 
have conversed, we owe it all to him. While 
many of our fellow-creatures are obliged to 
carry xm a deadly conflict with want and 
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famine, and many more are hurried on to 
their ruin by malignant or sensual passions, 
while private wrongs or public enmities dis- 
tract the peace of society, he has permitted 
some of us to make for ourselves a paradise 
in the wilderness, where, sheltered from these 
tempests, we may enjoy the sunshine of do- 
mestic affection. Here, like a lowly flower 
in the protected vale, untouched by the icy 
winds, which howl among the granite peaks 
and eternal glaciers of loftier regions, how 
many years of contentment and of cheerful- 
ness we have been permitted to enjoy ! Men 
do not thus bless their enemies. And if, 
notwithstanding our corrupt alienation from 
him, God has thus loaded us with his bles- 
sings, and crowned our years with his good* 
ness, it is that we may see, and feel, and 
with adoring gratitude confess, that he is 
love. 

Yet great as are the proofs of his good- 
ness, derived from our consideration of the 
constitution of nature, and of the course of 
providence, he has afforded us greater still 
in that stupendous event which we comme^ 
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morate this day : " God so loved the world, 
that He gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." 1 "In this was ma- 
nifested the love of God toward us, because 
that God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through Him :"* 
"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins." 3 Since the eternal 
Son of God left heaven to save us from pe- 
rishing, it is evident that we deserved to 
perish: since he died in our stead, we de- 
served to die: and since it was necessary 
that he should make an atonement for us, 
we could make none for ourselves. Our con- 
dition therefore is, that being corrupt and 
turned away from God, we deserved his 
anger, and being "dead in trespasses and 
sins, we were by nature the children of 
wrath." 4 Under these circumstances, he 
might have plunged us into the abyss, of 
which that universal ocean, which buried 
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the mountains of the earth, was a feeble 
type; or he might have caught us in 
avenging fires, compared with which, the 
flames which wrapped the towers of Sodom 
would have been a bed of roses. Instead, 
however, of sentencing us to destruction, he 
has sent down his well-beloved Son, "the 
brightness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person," to suffer and to die 
in our stead. Determined to manifest his 
hatred of sin, he has punished it, not in the 
person of the sinner who deserved to perish, 
but in the person of his only begotten Son, 
" in whom his soul delighted ;" and by this 
unexampled mercy has opened a way to glory, 
for those who were excluded from it by im- 
passable barriers. 

There are some men of prodigious wicked- 
ness, who being depraved in their tastes, and 
the slaves of appetite, without a single check 
to their bad passions, except the selfish fear 
of working intolerable mischief to themselves, 
live to plague their fellow-creatures, and to 
steep themselves in infamy. To all such, 
without exception of the worst and the most 
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hardened, has the Almighty offered a free, 
full, instant, and everlasting pardon, on their 
renouncing their sin, and believing in his 
Son. To all of them he has addressed this 
word, " As I live, saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; 
but that the wicked turn from his wqy and 
live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; 
for why will ye die ?" 1 Beings from whom 
we, notwithstanding all our own sins, should 
turn away with loathing, are marked and 
known by him, to whom the smallest devia- 
tion from perfect purity is odious; and for 
them he has provided an atonement, to them 
he has sent a Redeemer, he is ready to for- 
give them, he offers them his favour, and he 
is willing to make them glorious and happy 
for ever. 

But great as his compassion has been to 
sinners in general, its most wonderful mani- 
festations have been reserved for his own elect 
people ; who, having been led to believe in 
Christ, and to spend their lives in cheerful 

' Ezek. xxziii, 11. 
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and filial obedience to the will of God, are at 
length admitted to heaven. These, without 
one exception, had all the characters of the 
rest of mankind: and all of them required 
that entire change in their views, affections, 
and wills, which is termed in Scripture to be 
born from above, to be born of the Spirit, 
to be born of God, to be quickened, to be 
raised from the dead, and to be renewed ; 
because, like others, they were worldly, dis- 
obedient, self-righteous, ungodly, and obdu- 
rate. Yet the Almighty, who might, with 
perfect justice, have shut them up in impeni- 
tence and left them to despair, by his provi- 
dence directed their attention to the truth, 
and by his Spirit accomplished the whole 
work of their sanctification. He convinced 
them of their sin and danger ; he removed 
their indifference and sloth ; and he awakened 
in their minds an earnest desire to be saved. 
To accomplish that desire which he had him- 
self imparted, he enlightened their minds to 
know the truth, and softened their hearts to 
receive it : he gave them a new heart, and 
put a new spirit within them ; and took away 
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the stony heart, and gave them a heart of 
flesh. As he provided for them a Redeemer, 
so he drew them to believe in him. They 
renounced all dependence on their own righ- 
teousness, to depend absolutely on the merit 
and mediation of Jesus Christ for their par- 
don ; they renounced all dependence on their 
own strength, to expect sanctification from 
his grace alone ; and they gave up their self- 
will, to place themselves wholly under his 
dominion : but he alone inclined their hearts 
to do all this ; and of his own good pleasure 
wrought in them to will and to do. Having 
given them this faith, he justified them freely 
by his grace, through the redemption which 
is in Christ Jesus; and at once pardoning 
their sin, admitted them to his love and 
favour. Thus made his beloved children, they 
are placed under the shield of his power and 
grace, so that all things must work together 
for their good. Life or death, sickness or 
health, poverty or wealth, friendship or en- 
mity, are compelled to do them service. He 
sanctifies them daily; and he will at length 
bring them to perfection. Amidst the snares 
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of the world, and with so many sinful pro- 
pensities which, though subdued, are not 
eradicated, they are still kept by his power 
through faith unto salvation ; he loves them, 
and guides them with his eye ; often as their 
Shepherd, he makes them to lie down in the 
green pastures of his grace, and leads them 
by the still waters of heavenly consolation : 
he will never leave them nor forsake them ; 
and will render death, which is to others the 
greatest of misfortunes, a gain to them : an- 
gels, commissioned by him, will guide their 
departing spirits to glory; and when they are 
summoned to leave their peaceful employ- 
ments in this world, it is to be with Christ, 
which is far better. 

Thus rescued from the dominion of sin, 
and delivered from its doom, enlightened and 
converted by the Holy Spirit, pardoned, not- 
withstanding their aggravated provocations, 
and sanctified though they had been dead in 
trespasses and sins, preserved by the Divine 
faithfulness in the midst of all their infirmities 
and dangers, and living in the assured hope of 
endless glory, well may they all, responding 
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with one voice to the affectionate hosannas of 
the redeemed in heaven, exclaim, " Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. We have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us: God is love." 1 

Here let me terminate this brief illustration 
of the love of God, to think of its results. Since 
the works of nature, the course of providence, 
the redemption wrought out for mankind, and 
the salvation of believers, proclaim that he is 
love, any man who, through the renewal of 
his heart by the Holy Spirit, becomes a peni- 
tent believer, is at once placed under the care 
of an Almighty and Immutable Being, whose 
benevolence is as boundless as his power ; is 
made the possessor of a heavenly inheritance ; 
and will shortly enter on soul-satisfying and 
eternal joy.* Multitudes of sinners, redeemed 
by the mercy of God, and saved by his grace, 
will thus be blessed beyond thought, through 
the countless ages of their future existence. 
And if the obdurate and ungodly, who would 

« 1 John iy. 10, 16. » Psalm xvi, 11. 
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not repent, and who lived on in unbelief, 
must experience his just anger in those abodes 
of the lost, where there is weeping, and wail- 
ing, and gnashing of teeth, still this great at- 
tribute secures to the universe, on the whole, 
the greatest amount of good. Since God, 
the Almighty and the All-wise, is love, his 
creatures generally must be blessed : and even 
from the just punishment of those who, in- 
fatuated by pride, by self-righteousness, by 
the love of pleasure, and by the lust of gain, 
continue till death in ungodliness and un- 
belief, there will result such views of the 
dreadful character of sin, and of the holiness 
of the universal Monarch, as will serve to 
protect his dominions for ever from apostasy 
and ruin. 

For all this goodness manifested in nature, 
providence, redemption, and grace, how much 
does the Almighty deserve the love of his 
creatures ? If we should, in the highest pos- 
sible degree, delight in his divine perfections, 
and feel the most intense gratitude for his 
kindness, would these feelings be excessive ? 
However great the complacency with which 
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we might regard him, we must acknowledge 
that it would fall short of what we ought to 
feel; and when he says, "Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind," 1 
we cannot but pronounce the command to 
be most reasonable. As much as we can 
possibly love any one, we ought to love 
him, for there is no one so worthy of being 
loved; and he gave us the power of loving 
chiefly that we might love him. As long 
as we are alienated from him, our obedience 
must be partial, interrupted, and reluctant : 
and our services must resemble those of 
the Scribes and Pharisees, which were an 
abomination to God. 2 He must, therefore, 
have our hearts. All his children, without 
exception, are able to adopt the language 
which one of them once employed in the 
name of the rest, " We love Him, because 
He first loved us" 8 His love, under- 
stood and felt by them, makes them love 
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him in return ; so that those who love him 
not, have not understood his love, and 
are not his children. The joys of heaven 
are reserved for those alone, who have at- 
tained to this gratitude. "Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which Ood hath 
prepared for them that love him." 1 For 
them, says St. James, God has prepared a 
crown of life: 2 and none but they have the 
promise of his providential care recorded by 
St. Paul, " We know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to his 
purpose." 8 

This love to God is in fact one great mark 
by which we may determine who are his, and 
who are not. Unconverted persons may 
dread him as their Judge, but regenerate 
persons love him as a Father, " Ye have not 
received, 9 says St. Paul to all his fellow-dis- 
ciples, " tfie spirit of bondage again to fear ; 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 

1 1 Cor. ii. 9. * James i. 12. 

* Rom. viii. 28. 
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whereby we cry, Abba, Father: 99 " because 
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father. 9 ' 1 False religion is servile ; true reli- 
gion is filial: the one makes men fear his 
anger ; the other makes them confide in his 
faithfulness : the one makes them shun him, 
lest he should condemn them; the other 
makes them seek his presence, that they 
may enjoy his blessing. Those, therefore, 
who love him not, have reason to conclude 
that they are not his children : but those who 
love him, have the blessed evidence that he 
has adopted them into his family. 

To those who wish to ascertain whether 
they love God, the Scriptures offer various 
tests, by which they may try themselves. 
" He that saith f I know Him, and keepeth 
not his commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his 
word, in him verily is the love of God per- 
fected.' 9 * " This is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments. 99 * If we have exa- 

1 Rom. viii. 15 } Gal. iv. 6. * 1 John ii. 4, 5. 
* 1 John v. 3. 
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mined, with diligence and candour, the word 
of God, to know all his will concerning us, if 
we are conscious that we are habitually striv- 
ing to obey his will as far as we know it, and 
if we do this with cheerfulness, these are 
proofs that we love God. Another test is 
given us in these words, " If a man say, I 
love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar, 
for he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen" " Every one that loveth 
him that begat, loveth him also that is be- 
gotten of Him. By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love 
God' 9 1 If, while we exercise a benevolent 
regard to all mankind, we feel a brotherly 
love to all those who by their faith, their 
zeal, and their obedience, the spirituality of 
their minds, and the holiness of their lives, 
prove themselves to be the children of God, 
always loving best those who most devotedly 
love and serve their Maker ; then doubtless, 
we love him ; but if we prefer the society of 

1 1 John iv. 20 ; v. 1, 2. 
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those who, with wit and talent, with learning 
and with amiable tempers, are still ungodly, 
we may be sure that we love him not. Scrip- 
ture affords various other tests by which we 
may try whether our professed love to God 
is genuine. If we love him, we must love 
to please him, and fear to offend him ; we 
must love prayer, and feel grieved if ever we 
lose the sense of his favour; we must be 
anxious to see him honoured, and grieved to 
see him disobeyed: we must love his word 
which speaks to us of him ; and we must re- 
joice in the recurrence of his own consecrated 
day which affords us leisure to meditate 
upon him. But passing by all the other 
passages relating to this subject, we have 
only time to examine one more test which is 
supplied by St. John. In his first epistle, he 
thus writes to believers : " Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the 
world; if any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him :' l and he adds 
this reason, why Christians must not love it, 

1 1 John ii. 15. 
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" For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world" 1 Because an excessive attachment 
to pleasure, splendour, and gain, though ex- 
ceedingly common in the world, are all con- 
trary to the word of God, therefore Chris- 
tians must not love or choose the society in 
which, amidst these prevailing evils, God is 
forgotten, his laws disregarded, and his wrath 
despised. If, therefore, we love the world 
thus, we do not love God : but if with a be- 
nevolence which would do good to all, we 
are conscious that we shrink from the world- 
liness around us, in which the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, hold their undisturbed reign, then we 
may hope that we really love him. 

Should you, my brethren, find, by a com- 
parison between your own experience, and 
that language of Scripture which I have 
read, that you do not love him, let your 
minds rest on the nature of that discoyery. 

1 1 John ii, 16. 
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He has made us capable of affection, express- 
ly that we might love him with all our 
heart, and with all our souls. 1 He is infi- 
nitely just, wise, holy, compassionate, and 
good ; his perfections are revealed by all the 
works of nature, and by all the events of 
providence; his blessings have followed us 
from our childhood ; and he has so loved us 
when we were still his enemies as to lay upon 
his only begotten Son, the punishment due 
to our sins. For his goodness all heaven 
adores him with perfect love, and all good 
men on earth have ever loved him, if not 
perfectly, at least supremely. We receive 
from him our faculties; we are fed by his 
bounty and sustained by his power ; we are 
respited from hell by his patience, and com- 
forted in our earthly sorrows by his com- 
passion: we have been blessed with nume- 
rous means of instruction and improvement ; 
we are invited by him to become his adopted 
children; and we feel assured that he is 
willing to pardon, to convert, and to save us. 

1 Matt, xxii, 37, 38. 
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Finally, he is ready to sanctify us by his 
Spirit, as he redeemed us by his Son ; and, 
instead of merited condemnation, he offers 
us eternal glory. Not to love him for 
all this, manifests such insensibility to in- 
finite excellence, and such ingratitude for 
infinite kindness, that it must end in our de- 
struction. 

If, therefore, the unwelcome conviction 
forces itself upon your minds, that you do 
not love God, if when you attempt to shut 
it out from your memory, it returns only 
more imperious and more menacing than be- 
fore, do not strive to conceal from yourselves 
either the guilt of that alienation, or the 
danger which attends it. Unless it be sub- 
dued, it is impossible that you should enter 
heaven ; and there is but one other condition 
for the dead. At any moment a cold, a 
fever, an accident, may be commissioned to 
hurry you to the judgment seat ; or some 
secret disorder, lurking concealed in your 
system, . ma)' be about to break forth with 
a fury which, baffling all human skill, may 
soon lay your bodies in stiff and icy stillness 
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within their shrouds; or, perhaps, already 
distinct symptoms may appear of a decay, 
which no prudence can retard, of an ap- 
proaching dissolution which no supplications 
can avert ; and should you be driven in your 
present condition, reluctant and shuddering, 
into the unseen world, it would be to realise 
a worse disaster than was ever pictured by 
the gloomiest imagination. 

Yet if, to our shame, we are indeed thus 
alienated from him now, why should this 
unjust alienation be eternal ? He who com- 
mands us to love him, can also inspire us 
with the love which he claims ; for he has 
said, "A new heart also will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you : and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh." 1 
By that Holy Spirit, therefore, who is ex- 
pressly promised to all who ask for his influ- 
ence in humility, in faith, in earnest desire, 
and with resolved perseverance, may the most 
frivolous, the most proud, the most worldly, 

1 Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
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the most sceptical, and those even who are 
most enslaved by vicious habits, acquire the 
supreme love to their Creator which is the 
necessary condition of our happiness, and 
the universal characteristic of his children. 
And with that blessing, all other blessings 
would be yours. He who is love, can never 
cease to love his people ; and must therefore 
bless them throughout their existence. 

O then, by all that is consoling in the 
love and care of an Almighty God, and by 
all that is terrible in his curse, by the an- 
guish of that intolerable remorse to which 
alienation from him must conduct you, and 
by all the peace and hope, the strength and 
triumph, which you may experience in loving 
him, humble yourselves for that criminal 
indifference in which you have hitherto lived, 
and for which you can make no atonement. 
Remember that it pleads for vengeance ; that 
it imprecates his wrath upon your heads. 
Confess, therefore, that you deserve that 
wrath : and rejecting every false hope, cast 
yourselves upon the mercy of God in ex- 
clusive reliance on the merit and mediation 
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of his Son. Renounce at once the ungodly 
associations which turn your heart away from 
him. Avoid every thing which tempts you 
to dissipation and folly, to worldliness and 
self-will. Never let a day pass without read- 
ing and reflecting upon his word : begin at 
once to honour him by your habits : and 
above all seek earnestly the renewal of your 
hearts by the holy Spirit, through whom you 
maybe able supremely to love, and sted&stly 
to serve Him. 



SERMON IV. 

TRIUMPH IN CHRIST. 

"now thanks be unto god, which always 
causeth us to triumph in christ." 

2 Cor. ii. 14. 

We are disposed to feel elated in the pos- 
session of those things which are coveted by 
others, and which secure to us either a com- 
mand over the comforts of life, or the admi- 
ration and respect of our fellow-creatures. 
Thus most men exult in the acquisition of a 
large fortune, or when they attain to any 
office which brings them dignity, emolument, 
and power. But unless we are made new 
creatures in Christ Jesus, all the exultation 
arising from worldly distinctions is vain and 
transient. Wealth, talent, rank, and power 
will soon be torn from their possessors, how- 
ever reluctant they may be to part with 
them, and they themselves will soon be in the 
grave. Not one of the most prosperous per- 
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sons on earth can with any reason boast of 
to-morrow, since he does not know what a 
day may bring forth. His life is in the hands 
of God ; and while he is climbing to the pin- 
nacle of earthly greatness, God may be about 
to say to him " This night thy soul shall be 
required of thee." Nor is the extreme un- 
certainty of the most brilliant and envied pos- 
sessions, the principal reason why those, who 
have not been renewed by the Spirit of God, 
have little cause to boast of them : for while 
such persons are perhaps justly the objects 
of admiration to their fellow creatures, God, 
who looks upon the heart, sees them to be un- 
godly sinners, in danger of eternal death. 
Corrupt by nature, and sinful in practice, 
they are therefore obnoxious to the just 
anger of God ; and that they may escape 
from the infliction of that curse which they 
have deserved, they have been invited and 
commanded by the word of God to trust ex- 
clusively in Jesus Christ. If then, instead of 
acknowledging their guilt, they justify them- 
selves; and refusing to trust in Christ for 
their salvation, will trust their own merit and 
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their own virtue, they thus add to all that 
previous guilt for which they already de- 
served eternal death, the worse ingratitude 
of rejecting this great salvation. Of what 
can persons in such a condition reasonably 
boast? So criminal, that nothing but the 
incarnation of the eternal Son of God, his 
lengthened sufferings and agonizing death, 
could purchase their deliverance from hell, 
they are still too proud to own their need of 
his interposition, too ungrateful to thank him 
for his goodness, and too obdurate to dread 
his anger. Shame and fear are feelings much 
more suitable to their circumstances than 
exultation. Persons who, if they receive the 
just reward of their offences, will be for ever 
excluded from the favour of God, can have 
nothing to boast of. Accidental advantages, 
which place them for a moment above their 
contemporaries, vanish and are lost in the 
contemplation of their degradation and their 
danger. As they deserve eternal condem- 
nation, they are sentenced to it ; and unless 
divine mercy interpose, they will suffer it. 
To boast under such circumstances would 
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resemble insanity. Yet there is one thing, 
in which, fallen as we are, we may exult with- 
out fear of presumption. Let us heartily 
embrace the gospel, and then, with all the 
pure and grateful joy of the Apostle, we may 
say, " Now thanks be to God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ" Christians 
may glory in Christ because of what he is 
to them, because of what he has done for 
them, and because of the blessings which 
he has secured to them. Upon these three 
considerations let us now briefly reflect. 

I. In the first place, Christians may 
triumph in Christ for what he is to them. 
Not unreasonably are men accustomed to 
contemplate with satisfaction the distinctions 
of their friends, from whose dignity, moral 
worth, and intellectual vigour, they may 
themselves derive both credit and assistance. 
How much more then may Christians re- 
joice in the regard of him who is the Lord 
of all. Of this regard to each of them in- 
dividually, our Saviour has given a most 
condescending assurance in the following 
words : " He that hath my commandments, 
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and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: 
and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him* 1 " As the 
Father hath loved me, so have I loved you : 
continue ye in my love." 2 So that it is no 
presumption for those who cheerfully obey 
his laws, to feel assured that he loves them. 
It was his love to them which made him die 
on their behalf; and the same love is now 
expressed in various acts of kindness towards 
them. St. Paul assures us that he is " touched 
with the feeling of their infirmities :" 3 in- 
stead of forgetting them in his glory, "He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them" 4 
Nay, still he is among them on the earth, 
for he has said, " Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them" 5 And so mercifully 
does he regard their welfare, that he has 
given them all this promise, " Whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 

1 John xiv.21. 9 John xv. 9. 

» Heb. iv. 15. « Heb. vii. 25. 

* Matt, xviii. 20. 
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ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do 
it" l Surely these are declarations in which 
they may reasonably triumph. For he who 
thus loves and cares for them could say, 
when he was about to leave the scene of his 
sufferings, " All power is given unto me in 
heaven and earth." * He " is gone into 
heaven 9 and is on the right hand of God ; 
angels, and authorities, and powers being 
made subject unto him." 3 "God has highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth." 4 " "All things were created by 
him, and for him : and he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist." 6 He is " the 
brightness of the Father's glory, the express 
image of his person, and upholds all things 
by the word of his power." 6 No subtlety 
can deceive his infinite intelligence ; no con- 
federation resist his almighty power: all 

1 John xiv. 13, 14. 9 Matt, xxviii. 18. 

• 1 Pet, Hi. 22. 4 Phil. ii. 9, 10. 

* Col. i. 16, 17. ' Heb. i. 3. 

£ 



74 TRIUMPH IN CHRIST. [Sbb. IV. 

events are ordered by his providence, and 
all agents are subject to his controul. The 
extent of his empire does not enfeeble or con- 
fuse his administration; no accidents can 
disturb it; no duration impair its energy. 
Immortal and unassailable, he sits on his 
eternal throne, dispensing happiness to his 
faithful subjects, and menacing those who will 
be still rebellious, with utter and irremediable 
destruction. If then it be conceivable that we 
may glory in any thing, assuredly we may 
glory in being the objects of his love. 

II. Here we may observe that the glory 
of the Divine Mediator is constantly con- 
nected in the scriptures with his previous 
sufferings. These sufferings have been some- 
times preached with reserve by ill instructed 
persons, professing to be christian teachers, 
lest they should awaken the contempt of the 
ignorant, instead of attracting them to be- 
lieve. But, in truth, these sufferings obtained 
for the Mediator his mediatorial glory : " who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not 
m robbery to be equal with God ; but made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
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the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men ; and being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross: wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name : that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father." 1 So far, therefore, was 
Paul from concealing the sufferings of Jesus, 
as though it was discreditable to the chris- 
tian cause, that he addressed to the Galatian 
converts the following emphatic protest 
against making any thing else the subject of 
boasting, " God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" 2 
All Christians experience a measure of the 
same feeling. The death of Christ, by the 
hands of wicked men, is the most astonishing 
instance on record, and probably the most 

> Phil. ii. 6—11. * Gal. vi. 14 
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astonishing instance that will ever be wit- 
nessed through eternity of holy zeal, and 
compassionate benevolence. No one having 
the power to ensure his safety and ease ever 
sacrificed so much, to do the will of God on 
the one hand, or on the other to save his 
enemies from the ruin which their enormities 
had merited. His death was the crowning 
act of a life of perfect devotedness to God and 
men. It exhibited an extraordinary assem- 
blage of opposite virtues ; holding forth for 
the admiration of successive generations a 
perfect pattern of meekness and forbearance, 
of patience and lowliness, of fortitude and 
constancy, of adherence to truth at all costs, 
of devotedness to the service of God and to 
the welfare of man, of quiet submission to 
Divine Providence, of unconquerable reso- 
lution to fulfil the most painful duty, and of 
holy, all-enduring, and self-sacrificing love. 
But besides all this, that death was strictly 
sacrificial : those sufferings were properly 
vicarious. " He was wounded for our trans* 
gressions 9 he was bruised for our iniquities, 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him, 
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and with his stripes we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way, and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all." l " Who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree. 9 ' 2 The punish- 
ment deserved by the penitent believer has 
been inflicted, the debt he owed has been 
paid. How should he be condemned since 
Christ was condemned in his place ? How 
should he be called to glorify the justice of 
God by his destruction, since Christ has by 
his death more awfully glorified that justice, 
than it could be glorified by the death of 
uncounted millions of transgressors? How 
shall he be sentenced to die since Christ died 
for him ? "There is therefore now no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit." 3 " Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us" 4 " For he hath made him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 

< Isaiah liii. 6, 6. » 1 Pet. ii. 24. 

3 Rom, viii. 1. 4 Gal. iii. 13. 
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the righteousness of God in him" 1 "There- 
fore being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." * 

Christians were children of wrath ; and, de- 
serving everlasting death, they were doomed 
to perish: but their prospects are changed. 
Christ having borne their punishment, God 
will never call them to bear it ; Christ having 
obeyed the law in their place, God will bless 
them as though they had been obedient; 
the righteousness of Christ becomes by im^ 
putation their righteousness ; and they may, 
without any dishonour to one of the attri- 
butes of God, be pardoned, accepted, and 
blessed. If, then, the convicted traitor might 
reasonably triumph when restored, by the 
intercession of another, to the favour of his 
injured sovereign, much more may believers 
triumph in Christ, through whom their ac- 
quittal, under a more awful indictment, and 
their admission to more lasting honours, have 
been both merited and secured. 

III. Here new reasons occur why the re- 

1 2 Cor. v. 21. » Rom.v.l. 
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deemed may rejoice in their Redeemer. To 
those who have attained just views of the 
Creator's goodness and majesty, it is humi- 
liating and alarming to discover that they 
have spent much of their life in opposition 
to his will. When convinced sinners reflect 
upon their want of love and reverence to 
him, notwithstanding his infinite perfections, 
his providential favours, and his mercy in re- 
demption, they experience that sense of guilt 
which compelled the patriarch to exclaim, 
" Behold, I am vile." But Christ has re- 
moved this source of shame from all true 
believers. Before that they were renewed by 
grace, they lived in habitual disobedience 
to some of the commands of God, either re- 
maining wilfully in ignorance of their mean- 
ing, or extenuating, by frivolous excuses, an 
open violation of them. If, from a sense of 
their guilt, they sometimes sought to cor- 
rect these habits, they quickly grew weary 
of efforts which demanded constant vigilance, 
and soon found themselves as much the 
slaves of their old sins as ever. The source 
of all this opposition to the law of God was 
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the inveterate corruption of their hearts; 
and, whether they continued to be convinced 
of the guilt and danger of this condition or 
not, they still remained impenitent. But the 
grace of God has effected an important 
change. Having been, according to the di- 
vine promise, " taught of the Lord," so that 
they have learned something of the length, 
and breadth, and depth, and height of that 
love of Christ which passes knowledge, it 
has subdued their enmity, and has destroyed 
their unbelief. Contrite for sin, and grate- 
fully submissive to the will of God, they read 
and reflect upon his word, that they may 
know their duty : and then through all ima* 
ginable obstacles persevere in doing it, till 
they attain by death to their long lost per- 
fection. Of this spiritual renovation they are 
more or less conscious, and according to 
their faith triumph in him by whose merit 
and mediation it has been accomplished. 

The change in their condition is not less 
complete than the change in their character. 
Instead of being the " children of the wicked 
one," resembling him in his principles, sub- 
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servient to his wishes, and exposed to his 
doom, they have become children of God. 
The prodigals have returned home, and an- 
gels have rejoiced over the restored wan- 
derers. Henceforth they are placed under 
the divine care; God provides for their 
wants, protects them from danger, watches 
over their happiness, corrects their remaining 
faults, and guides them through successive 
victories over the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, to glory. Lately associated with the 
enemies of God, they have now come out 
from among them, and having become, 
through faith in Christ, members of the ge- 
neral assembly and church of the first born* 
whose names are written in heaven, they can 
henceforth, instead of looking forward to 
eternal exile from God among lost spirits and 
reprobate men, anticipate their speedy intro- 
duction to a better world than our own^ 
where every scene is fairer than Eden, and 
every inhabitant is perfect in wisdom, holi- 
ness, and bliss. But who has conferred upon 
them these invaluable blessings ? Who has 
prepared them by growing excellence for 

E 3 
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a life of endless joy ? Christ only by his 
atoning sacrifice, his prevailing intercession, 
and his almighty Spirit, has done it; and 
when they think of all that he has done for 
them, and all he will do, they triumph in his 
power and goodness* 

Upon a review of these considerations, it 
seems impossible to deny that Christians 
have good cause to triumph in their Re- 
deemer. They are loved by him who has all 
power in heaven and ii\ earth, and who can 
guide them in safety through every peril, 
and determine their eternal state. He has 
borne the punishment which was due to their 
sins; he has obtained by his merit their 
pardon ; and having rescued them from the 
dominion of sin, he has secured for them all 
the privileges of the children of God. Not 
to triumph in him would argue their insen- 
sibility to the greatest blessings, and their 
ingratitude for the most astonishing kindness. 
Those who are conscious tfyat they are his true 
disciples, daily, in the renunciation of all false 
hopes, committing themselves to his faithful 
care, that he may save them from sin and 
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from hell, can scarcely fail to exult in him. 
They are expressly charged to triumph in 
nothing else. " Thus saith the Lord, let not 
the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might ; let not 
the rich man glory in his riches : but let him 
that glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me. 9 ' 1 "He that glo- 
rieth, let him glory in the Lord"* All else 
is vanishing like foam upon the waters ; his 
favour alone lasts: all else is deceptive as 
the glory of a dream ; his favour alone is a 
reality : all else may leave us corrupt and 
undone; this alone will make us as holy 
as the angels, and raise us to a bliss like 
theirs. Rise, therefore, my brethren, above 
the disposition to triumph in what is in- 
significant and vain, that you may glory 
alone in him. 

Do you think it difficult to do so ? The 
habit which I recommend to you is the very 
jcharacteristic of his followers. " We are the 
circumcision, who .... rejoice in Christ Je- 

1 Jer. ix. 23. a 2 Cor. x. 17. 
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sus" 1 " In whom believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory."* In 
many well authenticated instances have 
Christians attained to such a triumphant 
faith in him, that sickness and want, per- 
secution and the tortures of martyrdom, have 
not been able to suspend their joy. One of 
them, when all his earthly sources of hap- 
piness were successively removed, so that 
nothing was left to him but excruciating 
pain, with the prospect of early death, ex- 
claimed, " I am happier than ever I was 
in my life before, or ever expected to be." 
God had extinguished, as he said, the tapers 
which had lighted up his chamber, but it 
was to open his windows, and let in the glory 
of the sun, 8 

Why is it not so with us at all times? 
Not, certainly, because there is not good 
reason that the followers of Christ should 
always rejoice in him ; but because we dis- 
believe. Unbelief, while it obscures the glory 

1 Phil. iii. 3. » 1 Pet. i. 8. 
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of our Saviour, so that it appears to us dim 
and indistinct, like the sun behind a cloud, 
also renders our own safety questionable: 
and in both waya hinders that glorying in 
Christ which, if we are really Christians, is 
our proper privilege. But this is not a 
condition in which any one should rest : 
for since it is the Christian's privilege to 
triumph in him, not to do so is a symp- 
tom of estrangement from him. To feel but 
little disposition to glory in him is to throw 
doubt upon our discipleship ; to be utterly 
unable to do so, is to prove that we are 
not his disciples. A love so great, so pro* 
tecting, so beneficent, must kindle some ex- 
ultation in the coldest and most timid be- 
liever : and to remain as unmoved, uncheered, 
and gloomy as if we had experienced no re-^ 
demption, and were blessed with no hope, is 
a fatal symptom that we have no part in 
either. 

Do you then triumph in Christ? If 
not, I beg you, my dear brethren, by the 
worth of your souls, and by the awful mag- 
nitude of those interests which you have to 
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secure beyond the grave, that you will per- 
severe in earnest prayer for the grace of 
God, till you can say with the Apostle that 
you do. 
. Perhaps some think that they do so, while 
yet they neither obey his laws, nor live to 
his glory, nor have been partakers of hia 
grace. Are there any such here? Alas! 
my dear brethren, for you to glory in Christ 
would be worse than to endure any measure 
of despondency. Could the prodigal son 
glory in the love of his father, when he 
was doing all in his power to break his 
father's heart ? Could the unprofitable ser- 
vant glory in the power and favour of his 
lord, when, burying his money in the earth, 
he was preparing for himself a severe rebuke 
at his master's return? Could the foolish 
virgins glory in the splendour and joy oi 
the bridegroom, when their folly had ex-» 
eluded them from the bridal festivity? * But 
that prodigal is the careless sinner, who, while 
he bears the name of Christ, is habitually 

1 Luke xv ; Matt. xxy. 
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breaking his laws; that slothful servant is 
the man who lives to please and serve him- 
self, not Christ; and those foolish virgins 
are they who, with the plausible profession 
of religion, have never experienced the reality. 
If any here are such, I do assure you, with 
the most sincere desire for your welfare, that 
you have po more cause to glory in Christ 
than the prodigal to glory in his father's 
love, the slothful servant in his masters re- 
turn, or the foolish virgins in the festivity of 
the bridal supper. Should your lives be ter- 
minated unexpectedly, all that hope and con- 
fidence in Christ which you profess would 
turn to unmitigated, immoveable despair. 
Would you learn with what feelings all will 
meet the Lord at his return who never learned 
to trust and love him here, it is shown us in 
those prophetic words of the Apocalypse. " I" 
beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, 
and lo, there was a great earthquake; and 
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, 
and the moon became as blood ; and the stars 
of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig- 
tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is 
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shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven 
departed as a scroll when it is rolled to- 
gether ; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places* And the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bondman, and every freeman, 
hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks 
of the mountains ; and said to the mountains 
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of him that sitteth on the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb : for the great 
day of his wrath is come, and who shall be 
able to stand?" 1 Give up then all false hope 
that you may attain to that which will not 
disappoint and deceive you. Convinced that 
there is no safety but in true discipleship to 
Christ, confess your sinfulness, ask mercy 
through Christ alone, commit yourselves to 
his grace and care, entreat the gift of his 
converting grace, begin at once to serve 
him heartily according to the precepts of 
his word ; and do not cease your efforts and 

1 Rev. vi. 12—17. 
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prayers, till you feel with the Apostle that, 
through all vicissitudes, and in all emer- 
gencies, you can triumph in his love and 
power. 



SERMON V. 

NECESSITY OF THE NEW BIRTH. 

" JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM, VERILY, 
VEllILY, I SAY UNTO THEE, EXCEPT A HAN BE 
BORN AGAIN, HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF 

god." — John Hi. 3. 

Few years have passed since our fathers were 
as busily occupied with the cares and duties 
of life as we are : but this world is nothing 
to them now, for they are gone to dwell in 
their eternal abode. We shall be soon with 
them. But in that unseen world, there are 
two separate regions. The one is a dismal 
prison-house, where, alas! those who neg- 
lected God on earth, loaded with the chain of 
his unalterable sentence, and tortured by the 
fire of their evil passions, rest not day nor 
night from remorse and terror, from dejec- 
tion and despair. The other is a glorious 
land, where the children of God repose under 
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his parental benediction. It is a place of 
rest from labour, and of freedom from pain ; 
there is no curse there ; death never enters ; 
and amidst bowers that are fairer than Eden, 
and with forms like that of the Son of God, 
the immortal inhabitants will spend their 
eternity in perfect and perpetual joy. Hasten- 
ing as we are towards one or other of these 
abodes, we must shortly enter with triumph 
into that region of delight, or be dragged 
into the dungeon of the reprobate. There 
is no staying here. Which, then, of the two 
is to be our dwelling-place ? Shall we reach 
heaven safely? And when survivors carry 
our mortal remains to the grave, shall we be 
soaring away beyond the stars to the pre- 
sence of Christ, and to the throne of God ? 
That depends upon our fitness for heaven, 
and our title to it. If we have " a right to 
the tree of life" we shall be admitted; with- 
out it, not. 1 If we are made meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light, we shall 
enter on that inheritance, otherwise we must 

1 Rev. xxii. 14. 
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be excluded from it. 1 We must obtain a 
capacity for the bliss of heaven, and we must 
prove our right to it. 

To judge of our capacity for that bliss, 
let us consider what God has said in his word 
of those who reach it. 

1. Those are received into heaven who 
have learned to love God with all their heart, 
and soul, and mind, and strength, and to 
adore the Redeemer as the brightness of his 
glory; for these are declared to be their 
jubilant hymns, " Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
blessing." " Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever." 2 

2. Those are there who were here made 
holy by his grace, so that hating all evil, 
they loved whatever was " true, honest, just, 
pure, lovely, and of good report" 3 For it is 
written, " without holiness, no man shall see 

1 Coloss. i. 12. • Rev. v. 12, 13. 

9 Phil, iv, 8. 
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the Lord." 1 " Blessed are the pure in heart : 
for they shall see God"* And into that 
city over which Christ reigns, " there shall 
in nowise enter any thing that defileth." 3 

3. Those are there who, while they were 
on earth, paid a. cheerful and filial obedience 
to the will of God. For it is said, He " will 
render to every man according to his deeds. 
To them who by patient continuance in well 
doing, seek for glory, and honour, and im- 
mortality, eternal life: but unto them that 
are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil" 4 " Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city" 5 

4. Those are there, who, being led by the 
Spirit of God, were brought to mind the things 
of the Spirit, and to set their affection on 
things above. For of the patriarchs it is said, 

1 Heb. xii. 14. a Matt. v. 8. 

8 Rev. xxi. 27. 4 Rom. ii. 6—9. 
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" These all died in faith, not having re- 
ceived the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth." 1 " But 
now they desire a better country, that is 
an heavenly : wherefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God; for he hath pre- 
pared for them a city." 2 And St. Paul de- 
clared, " Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day : 
and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing." 3 

5. And lastly, those are there, who, 
through the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
have attained to moral perfection. For 
"ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, to the general assembly and church 
of the first-born, which are written in heaven, 

AND TO THE SPIRITS OF JUST MEN MADE 

perfect," 4 " Christ loved the church, and 

1 Heb. xi. 13. * Heb. xi. 16. 

8 1 Tim. iv. 8. 4 Heb. xii. 22, 23. 



Sbr. v.] the new birth. 95 

gave himself for it ; that he might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word, that he might present it to himself 
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing ; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish." 1 But if heaven 
be filled with those who love God supremely, 
are complete in holiness, and render him a 
sinless obedience, are spiritually minded, and 
have attained to absolute perfection, then 
must all ungodly persons be immensely 
changed, before they can be admitted there. 
When the apostle Paul heard of the brotherly 
affection which the Christians at Colosse 
manifested to each other, and to their brethren 
generally, he wrote to them, " For this 
cause we also, since the day we heard it, do 
not cease to pray for you .... giving thanks 
unto the Father, which hath made us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light"* According to this passage there 
must be a preparation for heaven before we 
can enter it. $t is impossible that we should 

1 Eph. v. 25—27. a Col, i. 9, 4 12. 
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join that society till we have views, affections, 
and principles like their own. 

1. If all in heaven love God with a per- 
fect love, then so long as men are alienated 
from God, and love him not, proving that 
enmity by refusing to study his will, or to 
obey his laws, by disliking his word and 
shrinking from the society of those who love 
him most, they are unmeet for the society of 
heaven ; and unless their enmity is changed 
into a gratitude to God and a delight in him, 
which they prove by their cheerful service, 
it is impossible that they can be admitted 
to it. 

2. If all who are in heaven love the Re- 
deemer for his adorable perfections, for his 
favours to them, for his sufferings on their 
behalf, for his unceasing care, for his infinite 
love, so that throughout eternity their heart- 
felt hymn will be, "Worthy is the Lamb" 
then they who love him not, and think little 
of his love, who neither praise him them- 
selves, nor strive to lead others to love and 
praise him, must exchange all this neg- 
lect for heartfelt gratitude and for devout 
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adoration, or they are unfit for the society of 
heaven, and cannot enter it. 

3. If all in heaven have become perfect 
in holiness, and serve God with a perfect 
service, then the unholy in heart and life, 
those who* live in any habit of known sin, 
those who take delight in any form of evil, 
those who disregard conscience, and syste- 
matically violate any of the commands of 
God, must be effectually changed, so as to 
love what they now hate, and hate what they 
now love; or they have not the remotest 
prospect of becoming members of that glo- 
rious assembly into which " there shall in no 
wise enter any thing that defileth" * 

4. If all in heaven are filled with the 
Spirit of God, then those only can reach 
that happy state who here become spiritually 
minded. That devotedness to earthly interests 
and to earthly pleasures which characterises 
the lives of too many, must be renounced, 
or those whom it characterises must remain 
as incapable of heavenly bliss as the lost 
angels. 

1 Rev. xxi. 27. 
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5. And finally, if heaven is filled with 
glorious and happy beings who are made 
like to Christ in spirit now, and when the 
day of resurrection comes will be made like 
him in body too, then they who have been 
to this time contented to remain unlike him 
in their aims and habits, must be conformed 
to him here ; or they can never be admitted 
to his blissful presence above. This change, 
so great that nothing but the blood of Christ 
could procure it for us, and so difficult that 
nothing but the power of the Holy Spirit 
can accomplish it, must be wrought within 
us all, or we shall suffer eternal death, as 
certainly as if we were now past hope. Those 
alienated from God must love him, those 
who are ungrateful to Christ must feel to- 
wards him an admiring gratitude, the unholy 
must be holy, the disobedient must obey, and 
the carnally minded must be spiritually 
minded, or it is impossible that they shall 
ever enter heaven. For such to enter heaven 
unchanged would be to pollute and vex it. 
All its blessed inhabitants are of one heart 
and soul. They love each other, they trust 
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each other, and live for each other's happi- 
ness, while all with complete devotedness love 
and serve their Saviour. And could an un- 
renewed person, with his earthliness and sen- 
suality, his impurity and enmity to God, 
his pride and self-sufficiency, his dislike of 
the gospel and his disregard to Christ, enter 
heaven, each one of all its countless myriads 
would deplore his admission as a universal 
calamity, and shun his presepce as the in- 
fliction of a wound. On the other hand, 
if his presence would be hateful to them, 
theirs would be intolerable to him. Who 
could endure to move through a vast society, 
the one only being suspected, dreaded and 
shunned ; unloved among the loving, unholy 
among the pure, ungodly among those de- 
voted to their Maker? There would be a 
burning shame and rage in that man's heart, 
which all the fountains of joy in heaven 
could not extinguish. He would carry a 
curse within him which would turn heaven 
into hell. The same causes which make us 
feel it irksome to associate with those whose 
opinions, principles, and tastes materially 

F 2 
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differ from our own, render it certain that 
heaven would be unendurable to any man 
who should enter it with principles and tastes 
opposed to those of all its inhabitants. He 
at least must be born again before he can see 
with joy the kingdom of God. 

But as all men by nature are destitute of 
love to God and Christ, are unholy in heart 
and life, disobey the divine commands, and 
devote themselves with a resolved idolatry 
to earthly things, therefore all are incapaci- 
tated for the bliss of heaven, and utterly 
unfit to be introduced there. God can no 
more welcome them among his holy and 
loving children than we could admit a mur- 
derer and a thief into the bosom of our fami- 
lies ; and if admitted, they could be no more 
blessed there, than Judas was when he sat at 
the Paschal supper with treason in his heart, 
or than he would have been had he found 
himself among the faithful few, when our 
Lord, after his resurrection, stood in their 
midst, and said, " Peace be unto you." There 
is an impossibility arising from the moral at- 
tributes of God, and a second impossibility 
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arising from their own nature, that any such 
unregenerate persons should be blessed. 
" Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God" 

Here, further, a new disqualification of the 
unregenerate meets us. As they are incapa- 
ble of the blessedness of heaven, and as their 
presence would be an offence and torment to 
all its inhabitants, on which account its holy 
and benevolent Monarch will not admit them 
into it, so in addition to these reasons for their 
exclusion, we must observe that God cannot 
in justice admit them, because they have no 
valid title to its joys, 

The society of heaven is composed of those 
who, when they were on earth, renouncing 
every other hope, expected salvation from 
ihe mercy of God, through the merit of 
Christ, by the, power of the Spirit, and thus 
committed themselves entirely to Christ's 
care and government. " This is the will of 
him that sent me, that every one which seeth 
the Son, and believeth on him, may have ever- 
lasting life, and I will raise him up at the 
last day." " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
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he that believeth on me hath everlasting life," 1 
And when the Apostle John enquired of the 
interpreting angel who those persons might 
be whom he saw in heaven near the throne 
of God, he was answered, " These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they 
are before the throne of God."* But if such 
only are found in heaven, then all the un- 
believing must be excluded. Those only can 
find admission there, who, convinced of sin, 
and feeling their desert of eternal death, give 
up all proud and foolish confidence in their 
own merit or strength, and learn to trust the 
merit of Christ, to confide in his grace, and 
to commit themselves to his care. Without 
this no man has a title to heaven. Con- 
demned by the law as long as he trusts to 
works, he is hell-doomed without remedy. 
" For as many as are of the works of the 
law, are under the curse" 9 "He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life : and 

« John vi. 40, 47. ■ Rev. vii. 14, 15. 

8 Gal. iiL 10. 
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he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but tfie wrath of God abide tk on him." 1 
Without this exclusive and confiding trust in 
Christ, how can any man living have the 
brazen and shameless presumption to ask the 
universal Monarch to advance him to the 
dignity of heaven? For what? For vio» 
lating his laws, for defying his threats, for 
spurning his promises, for abusing his good* 
ness, for desecrating his sabbaths, for neglect- 
ing his word, for refusing to live to his glory, 
for such heartless prayers as asked for pu- 
nishment rather than blessing, for such cold 
and reluctant praises as only expressed ingra- 
titude ? For all this can men dare to ask 
their Maker to advance them to celestial 
dignity, to crown them with immortal ho- 
nours, and to give them blessings commen- 
surate with eternity? No. Without the 
favour and intercession of Christ obtained by 
heartfelt and exclusive reliance on him, there 
is not a man on earth who can advance a 
claim to even the lowest place in heaven. 

1 John iii. 36. 
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But for a proud and unhumbled man to 
consent to the doctrine of the gospel* to 
place himself with respect to pardon on a 
level with the worst, to expect mercy as the 
gift of God through Jesus Christ, and to re- 
nounce every other hope, is a change not less 
than for those who hated God to love him, 
and for those who were the slaves of sin to 
become as holy as the angels* Sooner may 
the Ethiopian change his skin, and the 
leopard his spots, than men renounce those 
habits of pride and opposition to the divine 
will. Sooner may they climb to the stars 
than reach this moral elevation. And there- 
fore they must be born again : nothing less 
than a new heart can meet their necessity : 
nothing less than the beginning of a new life 
can conduct them to heaven. And without 
this new heart, God has said he will admit 
none there. Without that great change 
through which the unbelieving believe, the 
alienated love, the unholy become holy, the 
disobedient obey, and the carnal become spi- 
ritual, no one shall come to glory. " Verily, 
verily j I say unto thee, Except a man be born 



Sbr.V.] the new birth. 105 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" 
And " God is not a man that he should lie ; 
neither the son of man that he should repent: 
hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath 
he spoken, and shall he not make it good V 9 1 
The most Holy can never do evil, the Omni- 
scient never be unwise, the Almighty will 
-not be resisted, and therefore his wise and 
holy purposes must stand. Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but his word shall 
not pass away; and therefore an unre- 
newed man can never enter heaven. Of 
the whole fallen and corrupt race, from the 
potentate upon whose dominions the sun may 
never set, to the most depressed slave oh the 
jearth's surface ; from the philosopher whose 
ample mind has hived inexhaustible stores of 
knowledge, to the child who can scarcely 
lisp its name, it is too certain, " Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God."* 

Are you then, brethren, born again? By 
all the gloom which settles over the fate 

1 Numb, xxiii. 19. » John i. 12. 
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of the unregenerate, by all the glory which 
awaits the renewed, by the nearness of the 
hour when you must soar to that glory, or 
sink into that gloom, by the awfulness of an 
irrevocable step leading to an irreversible 
condition, by your absolute weakness, by 
your complete dependence upon God, by the 
guilt which you cannot deny, by the judg- 
ment which you cannot escape, ascertain, I 
beseech you, whether by a new birth you are 
become the members of Christ, the children 
of God, and the inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven. To " as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name :" 
believe, then, and you are his children. " Be- 
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying 
Abba, Father:" 1 therefore love him, and 
you are his children. " Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin ; for his seed re- 
maineth in him ; and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God:"* "If ye know that he is 

1 Gal. iy. 6. » 1 John iii. 9. 
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righteous, ye know that every one that doeth 
righteousness is born of him :" 1 be therefore 
holy in heart and life, and you are born of 
him. " They that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of the flesh ; but they that are 
after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit: 99 
" As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God:" % if, therefore, 
you through the power of the Spirit are be- 
come spiritually minded, you are his chil<- 
dren. But if you neither have received Christ 
into your hearts, nor learned supremely to 
love God, nor have become holy in heart and 
life, nor have set your affection on things 
above, then are you unregenerate ; and, with- 
out this change, you cannot enter the king- 
dom of heaven. 

Under such circumstances, will you not 
seek this blessing ? With all possible earnest- 
ness seek it, for it is necessary to you ; seek 
it without delay, because your opportunity 
may be very short ; and seek it with decision, 
for indecision may be fatal. 

1 1 John ii. 29. * Rom. viii. 5, 14. 
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Do you ask how you may seek it? the 
answer is very obvious. When our Saviour 
explained to Nicodemus his meaning, he 
said, " Except a man be born of water . and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God." 1 You have been baptized; 
therefore if by water our Lord meant bap- 
tism, you have been born of water : you have 
now to be born of the Spirit. He changes 
unbelief into faith, and alienation from God 
into love towards him, he makes the unholy 
heart holy, he brings the disobedient to obey, 
and he leads those who minded the things 
of the flesh to mind the things of the Spirit 
As he alone effects the change which no 
resolution or good sense, no terror or hope, 
can enable you to accomplish, therefore must 
your dependence on him be complete. And 
•as you can no more deserve this blessing by 
any dispositions, than you can accomplish it 
by any efforts, therefore ought you to seek 
it from him with the deepest humility. Ask 
therefore the Almighty, for the sake of 

1 John iii. 5. 
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Christ, to change your heart by his Holy 
Spirit, that you may be new creatures. Ask 
this with full assurance that God can and 
will hear your prayers for the sake of Christ. 
For Christ has said, "Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
-and it shall be opened unto you" " If ye, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children; how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him." 1 

Then while each day and hour you seek 
divine aid, begin with hope and courage to 
use the means yourselves which his grace 
may make effectual to your conversion. As 
God has given his word to be our guide to 
truth, read it with all diligence, seriousness, 
and prayer ; remembering it is the sword of 
-the Spirit which he employs for men's conver- 
sion. As he has appointed also various other 
means of grace, use them in dependence on 
•him with a view to your conversion. Con- 
secrate the Lord's day to religious employ- 

1 Luke xi. 9, 13. 
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ments, that thus withdrawing your minds 
from all worldly duties, cares, and pleasures, 
you may seek salvation. Listen to the preach* 
ing of the gospel which Christ has appointed, 
and often blessed to the conversion of num- 
bers. When the Holy Spirit gave effect to 
this instrumentality at Pentecost, three thou* 
sand on one day were born again ; and 
wherever Paul went among the heathen, mul- 
titudes of renewed persons testified the power 
which accompanied his words: so that he 
could say to many churches what he said to 
the church in the city of Corinth, " Though 
ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, 
yet have ye not many fathers, for in Christ 
Jesus I have begotten you through thegospeL" 1 
The gospel was the mean of their renewal, 
but it was through his preaching of it ; there- 
fore employ the same mean now with earnest- 
ness, prayer and hope. 

As those who deliberately continue in sin 
offend God, and may be given utf to ju- 
dicial hardness, therefore listen to the ad- 

1 1 Cor. iv. 15. 
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monition which God has given us by his 
prophet, " Wash you, make you clean ; put 
away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes ; cease to do evil, learn to do well* 9 1 
Forsake every habit which is inconsistent with 
a christian profession. Take care not to in- 
dulge in the pleasures of the table so as to 
enfeeble the mind, or make it the slave of 
the body ; but use such moderation that the 
flesh may be subdued to the spirit. Employ 
not your carriages or servants on the Lord's 
day for gain or pleasure, but let them have a 
holy rest as well as you. Countenance no 
injustice. Let not your tradesmen suffer from 
your debts. Owe no man any thing, but to 
love one another. Allow no profane con- 
versation in your presence; and shrink not 
from the confession of Christ among your 
friends. It is in the path of duty that we 
may expect to find God. 

And lastly, permit me to exhort you to 
use whatever you possess of talent, knowledge, 
property, or influence for the purpose of doing 

1 Isa. i. 16, 17. 
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all the good in your power. Begin to act 
at once in a religious manner. Begin to read 
the word of God, and to pray with your 
families. Begin to care for the souls of your 
dependents, and seek to serve them by good 
counsel and by a good example. Visit the 
poor according to your leisure, and relieve 
them according to your ability. Lend your 
influence and employ your money to promote 
every religious and benevolent object Cut 
off all vain and extravagant expenditure, and 
endeavour to do the utmost amount of good 
with the wealth which God has entrusted to 
your stewardship. Act always with regard 
to the will of God, and be not ashamed to 
confess it before all men. These habits de- 
serve not the favour of God, but they may 
prove the sincerity of your prayers to obtain 
it ; they manifest a reverence for him, which 
he may bless. Without them you will have 
a guilty consciousness of insincerity which 
will alienate you more from God; but in 
their use you will feel you are sincere. While 
therefore they tend to humble you, by letting 
you see more of your weakness and defect, 
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they tend also to quicken prayer and con- 
fidence in God. And thus they may lead to 
every blessing, while they merit none. In 
these efforts may God Almighty bless you, 
and grant us all, that believing in Christ, 
through the renewing of our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, we may all love and serve God 
truly on earth, and then meet each other in 
that world of bliss, where neither doubt nor 
error, neither temptation nor danger shall 
alloy our mutual congratulations. 



SERMON VI. 

THE WANT OF LOVE TO GOD. 

" BUT I KNOW YOU, THAT YB HAVB WOT T0B LOVE OP 

god in you." — John v. 42. 

The Almighty Being, who witnesses our 
conduct, and knows our thoughts, has com- 
manded that we love him with all the heart, 
with all the soul, and with all the mind: 1 
and as no one can consider seriously his ex- 
cellence, his kindness, and his bounty to us, 
without being convinced that he deserves 
from his creatures all possible love and ser- 
vice, each of us must see this command to 
be reasonable and just. On the other hand, 
the most important consequences depend 
upon our fulfilling it. Without love to God, 
Obedience to him must be partial and inter- 

1 Matt. xxii. 37. 



Sbr. VI.] THE WANT OF LOVE TO GOD. 115 

mittent : because the chief remaining mo- 
tives to obedience are fear and self-interest; 
and since spiritual objects which act upon 
bur fear and our regard to our interests are 
supposed to be distant and uncertain, neither 
of these feelings are, in those conjunctures 
in which nearer objects solicit the various 
passions of our fallen nature, sufficiently 
powerful to resist their influence. So long 
as persons remain under the supreme in* 
fluence of worldly things, they cannot con* 
sent to part with them on any consideration ; 
and rather than make that sacrifice, they 
^ill disobey the commands of God. " The 
carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." 1 Moreover, whatever may be the 
extent of obedience which those who do not 
love God may pay to him, it is rendered 
comparatively worthless by the absence of 
this principle. God has declared that he 
expects to receive our hearts: and to offer 
him any thing less is an affront. What 

1 Roman* viii. 7. 
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parent would be content with a cold and 
constrained submission, which might be 
shown to him by children who hated him ? 
And God has made the parental relation 
tin image of his relation to his creatures. 
Not to love him is to live in habitual dis- 
obedience to the first and great command- 
ment; to oppose our will in the most im- 
portant of all matters to his; to pronounce 
that he is not worthy of being loved ; and 
to do him dishonour. When, on the con- 
trary, a supreme love of God is diffused 
through the soul by the Holy Spirit, it ren- 
ders obedience to him easy and delightful; 
it is accompanied by a solid and well-founded 
hope of eternal life ; for God will not shut 
out of his kingdom those whom he has taught 
to love him ; and it destroys fear, because it 
furnishes to those who experience it such 
views of the goodness, patience, and love of 
God as forbids them to doubt his faithful- 
ness. It is the prelude to glory, and the 
source of peace. 

Such important results being attendant on 
this affection, no one wishes to be convinced 
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that he is without it: and the Scribes and 
Pharisees only resembled the rest of the 
world, when, claiming God for their Father, 
and compassing sea and land to make a pro- 
selyte, they endeavoured to persuade them- 
selves and others that they were animated 
by the love of God. Their profession was, 
however, vain : others might not be able to 
see through their hypocrisy ; they might not 
themselves be aware of its full extent ; but 
he who has said, "/ am he which searcheth 
the reins and hearts" 1 declared to them, "/ 
know you, that ye have not the love of God 
in you" Now, where two or three are ga- 
thered together in his name, there is he in 
their midst. 1 He is therefore present with us 
now, to judge us as he judged them. His 
invisibility does not lessen the reality of his 
presence, nor does his silence render his judg- 
ment less solemn. If there are any persons 
here, who, while they are disposed to con- 
demn themselves, and to doubt their adop- 
tion into the family of God, do nevertheless 

1 Rev. ii. 28. • Matt, xviii, 20. 
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love him, Christ passes on them this judg- 
ment, " I know you, that ye have the love 
of God in you :" and if there are other per- 
sons here, who, while they do not love God 
or serve him, still value themselves on their 
supposed piety, his judgment of them is this, 
" I know you, that ye have not the love of 
God in you." As he judges now, he will 
judge at the last day ; and not to love God 
then, will be to be incapable of the happi- 
ness of heaven. It is therefore of the highest 
importance that our judgment should antici- 
pate that final judgment, by according with 
his judgment now. 

I. In one way or another we certainly 
ought to answer this question, Do I love 
God? Not to love God is to be insensible 
to the highest excellency, ungrateful for in- 
numerable favours, unmindful of the most 
solemn commands. It is alienation against 
our Maker, Preserver, Benefactor, and Re- 
deemer ; it is a degree of ingratitude and of 
defection from our original rectitude, which 
must prove us to be preparing for the society 
of those lost souls, who tremble before God, 
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but cannot love him ; it must shut us out of 
heaven, and consign us to inevitable destruc- 
tion. If, therefore, any person is without love 
to God, and knows it not, he is in danger of 
coming suddenly to this merited ruin, with- 
out any previous apprehension of it; he is 
walking blindfold on the edge of a precipice, 
where one false step may plunge him into an 
abyss of unfathomable gloom, to lie there 
crushed and mangled during ages of sleep- 
less agony. Let every man who is capable 
of thought and resolution tear off the band- 
age from his eyes, and ascertain his path. 

Without judging ourselves on this point, 
it is impossible that we should provide for 
our welfare, or fulfil the duty which our con- 
dition prescribes. Those who love God are 
the objects of his favour, and have received 
from him blessings of which they were to- 
tally unworthy, and compared with which 
the wealth, dignity, and power of the migh- 
tiest throne on earth are mean and insig- 
nificant. For these immense and undeserved 
mercies, they are bound to praise him with 
devout gratitude, and to consecrate their 
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remaining days to him with affectionate 
devotedness. But how can they feel the 
influence of these motives, without knowing 
that they love him ? If, on the other hand, 
any here love him not, then for this criminal 
alienation, this insensibility to divine excel- 
lence, this ingratitude for many favours, what 
profound humiliation, what earnest repent- 
ance, what indignation against themselves, 
what an unreserved self-condemnation they 
should experience ! Without the loss of one 
hour should such persons do all that may be 
done by earnest, urgent, persevering prayer, 
to secure for themselves the pardon and grace 
of God. Not a moment should be wasted; 
because a condition so dangerous allows no 
trifling. The least which their circumstances 
demand of them is much reading and reflec- 
tion on the word of God, a careful arrange- 
ment of their habits according to his word, 
a solicitous watchfulness against all which 
tempts them to levity and to neglect of 
God; that though hitherto alienated, and 
enemies in their minds by wicked works, 
they may receive the Spirit of adoption, 
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whereby we cry, Abba, Father. But if they 
are uncertain whether they love God or not, 
they cannot take the first step in this neces- 
sary course of duty. How can they repent 
of that which they think they may not have 
committed ? How can they renounce a neg- 
lect with which they are not sure that they 
are chargeable ? Consider, likewise, that to 
love God is that most important duty on 
which all the rest mainly depend : and those 
who will not judge themselves care so little 
about it, that they will not even take the 
trouble to ascertain whether they fulfil it or 
not. Such extreme carelessness respecting 
his most solemn injunctions is inconsistent 
with the slightest reverence for his authority* 
Such determined indifference to his declared 
will expresses nothing less than contempt for 
him and for his friendship, and is a signi- 
ficant symptom of inveterate alienation from 
him. 

But if it be necessary that we judge our- 
selves on this matter, assuredly the judgment 
which we pronounce should be a right judg- 
ment. To judge falsely would be, to say the 
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least, as fatal as not to judge at all. On one 
side, indeed, there is little danger of erring. 
For reasons sufficiently obvious, few who love 
God are likely to conclude that they do not 
love him ; and such an error, if committed, 
would only lead to earnest efforts to obtain 
more grace. But the opposite mistake would 
be much more injurious. If those persons 
who are destitute of love to God conclude 
that they love him, their false judgment 
cannot affect the judgment to be pronounced 
by Christ upon them at his second advent, 
which would reverse theirs ; nor would their 
false judgment mitigate their doom. Igno- 
rance, if maintained amidst the opportunities 
of knowledge, proves the wish to be deceived : 
and as God in his word has made the evi- 
dences of alienation from him or of love to 
him very plain, those who do not love him 
may ascertain the fact with certainty. And 
therefore, if they maintain to the end that 
they do love him, the judgment pronounced 
on them at the last day must be more severe, 
from their having determined to deceive 
themselves. Indeed, such false judgment 
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must greatly aggravate the condemnation of 
those who do not love God. For how do 
they form it ? By the supposition they have 
no love to him; and already does he who 
reads our thoughts pass on them this judg- 
ment, " I know you, that ye have not the 
love of God in you ;" and yet they maintain 
that they do love him. They ought to love 
God, and they love him not; but having 
some vain, cold, irreverent, undutiful, un- 
influential sense of his existence and purity, 
they call this love to him. Do they mean 
to deceive the Almighty, as though he could 
not discern the truth ? or do they think that 
he will accept their spurious feelings as de- 
vout affections ? Their conduct virtually pro- 
fesses that any thing is good enough for God. 
He demands their hearts; and they, while 
they are resolved to give their hearts to 
something else, offer him an outward homage 
instead. He asks for gold, and they pay 
him dross. He will have them love him 
with all the heart, and mind, and soul ; and 
they determine that he shall be satisfied with 
an outward show of love. Whom do they 

g2 
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think the Almighty to be, that he can be 
thus contented ? 

In what an injurious light must they pre- 
sent him to themselves, that they can suppose 
this forgery of right 'feelings, this vain pre- 
tence of godliness, can either deceive or con- 
tent him ! They live without any desire after 
God, without any delight in him, without 
any zeal for his glory, without any thank- 
fulness for his favour, and without any sub- 
missive reverence for his will; and this dis- 
affection of heart, this positive alienation, they 
think to be as much regard as he is entitled 
to. How must he resent and condemn such 
an estimate of his claims ! 

To these considerations, which are in them- 
selves sufficient to make us wish to form a 
sound judgment on the question whether we 
love God, it ought to be added, that a false 
judgment, if persevered in, must prove abso- 
lutely fatal. For while it is needful to love 
God, and not to love him is to be exposed to 
eternal death, those who judge wrongly of 
themselves remain necessarily in this dan- 
gerous state. Convinced that they love God, 
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they cannot repent of their alienation, nor 
seek for that which in their opinion they 
have already attained. Each menacing sen- 
tence of the word of God has lost for them 
its point. Nothing is left to awaken their 
spell-bound souls from their lethargy. Too 
often it is to be feared they die as they live, 
in a placid dream of safety, floating along 
the smooth current of the world's flattery 
and their own self-love, till it hurries them 
over the precipice, where retreat and endu- 
rance are alike impossible. 

II. Since, then, my beloved brethren, a 
contented ignorance and an ill-founded de- 
cision in our own favour are both in the 
highest degree dangerous, will you there- 
fore exercise an enlightened impartiality in 
judging yourselves ? 

That our examination may lead to any 
satisfactory result, that our judgment may 
be harmonious with that which our Saviour 
pronounces upon us, we must judge by the 
rule which he himself employs. His judg- 
ment, unaffected by popular opinion or the 
reasonings of self-love, will be according to 
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truth ; and the revelation of that truth is his 
word. By that word alone let our conclu- 
sions be formed. Not either the flatteries of 
our friends, nor any fashionable standard of 
right and wrong, nor our own self-love, must 
guide our judgment; but an impartial, re- 
solved, and earnest application of scripture 
tests to our own experience. 

1. When the Lord Jesus Christ assumed 
our nature, he came to manifest, in his per- 
son and in his work, the perfections of God. 
" He is the brightness of the Father's glory, 
and the express image of his person. 9 ' l " God 
manifest in the flesh"* All the awful and 
amiable attributes of God, all that moral ex- 
cellency by which he claims the love of his 
creatures, and for which he is loved, in fact, 
by all those who are not his enemies, dwell 
perfectly in Christ. Hence, as it is impos- 
sible to love one being for his moral perfec- 
tions, and not to love another in whom all 
the same perfections are equally manifest, 
those who love the Father must likewise love 

1 Heb. i. 3. a 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
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the Lord Jesus. Justice, truth, condescen- 
sion, patience, and love, are all perfect in 
him, as they are perfect in the Father; and 
he who loves them in the Father must love 
them in him : and therefore if any one loves 
not the Lord Jesus Christ he does not love 
the Father. In Scripture the love of God, 
felt by any Christian, is ascribed to the Holy 
Spirit, and is said to be the consequence of 
adoption, " Because ye are sons, God has 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, father" 1 To love 
God is therefore a proof of adoption by 
him; so that those who love him are to 
love him as children, and he calls him- 
self their Father : but all who are distin- 
guished by this privilege love Christ; for 
our Lord said to the Jews, " if God were 
your Father ye would love me. 9 ' * Hence it 
is certain that those who love the Father 
must love the Son ; and our Lord again ex- 
pressed the same truth to his disciples when 
he said, "He that hateth me, hateth my 

1 Gal. iv. 6. * John viii. 42. 
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Father also" l The reason is, that all which 
holy beings love in the Father, is also in the 
Son. The moral attributes of God appear 
more gloriously in Christ than in all nature 
and in all providence, and if Christ was 
hated, his character was hated, and the same 
character was hated in the Father, For the 
same reasons, he who is indifferent to Christ 
is indifferent to the Father; he who loves 
not Christ loves not the Father. The love 
of the Father ensures the love of Christ; and 
therefore if we wish to examine whether we 
love God, let us consider whether we love the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. In the next place, the question whether 
we love God may be determined by the exa- 
mination of another question: " If a man 
say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he 
is a liar ; for he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ?" " Every one that 
hveth him that begat loveth him also that is 
begotten of him. By this we know that we 

1 John xv, 3. 
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love the children of God when we love God." 
" But whoso hath this world? s good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him V n If, therefore, you 
would know whether you love God, consider 
whether you love his children. Those are 
his children who rely on Christ alone for 
eternal life, who are led by his Spirit, who 
supremely love him, who affectionately con- 
fide in him, who seek the salvation of their 
souls with more earnestness than worldly in- 
terests or pleasures, and who habitually obey 
his will as revealed in the Scriptures. If, 
then, you seek the society of those who have 
these principles and habits, rather than the 
society of any other class of persons ; if you 
feel attracted towards them, of whatever rank 
or party they may be, to whatever particular 
church they may belong, and in whatever 
opinions on other matters they may differ 
from you, then you have reason to think that 
you love God. If you choose for your best 
friends and most intimate companions those 

1 1 John iv. 20 ; v. 1, 2 j iii 17. 
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who appear most to love God, and most 
strictly to obey his will, who are the most 
disposed to praise him, and the most jealous 
for his honour in the world, while you shrink 
from the society of those who have an oppo- 
site character, then you have reason to think 
you love God ; for to love those habits and 
principles in any one would show that they 
are congenial to you. But if you feel ill at 
ease in the society of the most serious Chris- 
tians, and dislike the strictness with which 
they observe the rules of conduct laid down 
in the Bible, if to hear any one praise God 
or Christ excites in you a sensitive repug- 
nance or a disposition to condemn them as 
insincere, and if you try to shun them as dis- 
agreeable, then you have reason to fear that 
you do not love him. 

3. You may try this question again by 
the examination of an opposite habit. 
" Know ye not" says St. James, " that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God ? 
Whosoever, therefore, will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God" l And St. John 

1 James iv. 4. 
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adds, "Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world: if any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him." 1 
To determine, then, whether you love God, 
examine whether you love the world. As 
the children of God are those who by the 
power of divine grace are led to love and 
serve him, so the world comprehends all 
those who do not love and serve him. Those 
are " of the world" who profane his name, 
who break his sabbath, who neglect his word, 
who disregard his commands, who do no- 
thing to promote his glory, who love to please 
themselves, not him, who slight his favour, 
who do not seek his grace. If, because 
their manners may be agreeable, their minds 
intelligent, their education good, and their 
feelings towards you kind, you choose such 
for your companions and bosom friends, and 
are more happy in their society than in the 
society of those whose habits are determined 
throughout by the fear and love of God, then 
it is too plain that you do not love him. 

1 1 John ii. 15. 
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4. If you are desirous to prosecute thia 
question further, the Scripture furnishes you 
with another mode of determining it. Con- 
sider the following words of Jesus Christ, "He 
that hath my commandments, and keepeth them 9 
he it is that loveth me :" " If a man lave me 
he will keep my words ;" " He that loveth me 
not keepeth not my sayings" l And then me- 
ditate on these words of St. John, " This is the 
love of God, that we keep his commandments"* 
It is in vain for any one to pretend to love 
God while he breaks his laws. To do this is 
to disregard his will, to trample on his autho- 
rity, and to dishonour him in the world : it is 
to pronounce that he has given us commands 
which are unjust or unkind: it is to lead 
others by our example to be as wilful and as 
contemptuous as ourselves. Love would not 
do this. If, therefore, we are knowingly and 
habitually breaking any one of the com- 
mands of God, we must conclude against 
ourselves that we have no love to him. But 
if, on the other hand, we yield a willing and 

1 John xiv. 21, 23, 24, » ) John v. 3. 
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cheerful obedience to all that we know to be 
his will, lamenting every deviation into which 
we are betrayed by our sinful infirmity, and 
honestly intending to obey all his laws, and 
to serve him with all our faculties for ever, 
then we may conclude that we love him ; for 
no principle less powerful than love to him 
could so far subdue our self-will. 

5. You may further assist your inquiry, 
by considering whether you find pleasure in 
meditating upon God, and in communion 
with him. This effect of love to God was 
strongly manifested in David, when the reve- 
lation which God had made of himself to his 
creatures was so much less complete than it 
is now. In all the comparative ignorance of 
God which then limited the exercise of the 
affections towards him, that devout monarch 
could thus express his delight in his Creator : 
" O God, thou art my God; early will I 
seek thee : my soul thirstethfor thee, my flesh 
longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, 
where no water is, to see thy power and thy 
glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 
Because thy loving kindness is better than 
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life, my lips shall praise thee. Thus will I 
bless thee while I live : I will lift up my 
hands in thy name. My soul shall be satis- 
fied as with marrow and fatness, and my 
mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips, 
when I remember thee upon my bed, and me- 
ditate on thee in the night-watches." 1 If we 
love God we must thus thirst for his favour, 
and meditate on his goodness ; we must in 
every sorrow seek a solace in prayer, and 
in every hour of prosperity find delight in 
praise. If this be our experience, we have 
reason to think we love him : but if, on the 
contrary, we are indifferent to his favour, 
and let our days pass without reflecting on 
his goodness, if we are strangers to heartfelt 
praise, and are only compelled to pray by 
pain and danger, then we have every reason 
to fear that we love him not. 

The application of any one of these tests 
may guide us to a right conclusion on the 
important question suggested by our text; 
and the application of them all may conduct 

1 Psalm Lriii. 1—6. 
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any one to a high degree of certainty re- 
specting it. If we are conscious that we love 
our Saviour, that may make us think that we 
love God. If we love our fellow Christians, 
that may inspire us with the hope that we 
love him. If we shrink from the society of 
those who are profane and irreligious, though 
in other respects their society would be con- 
genial to us, then we may exercise a reason- 
able hope that we love him : and the same 
may be said of the remaining tests. But if 
any one, after honest inquiry, finds all these 
evidences of love to God co-existing in his 
experience, then his love to God can be no 
longer doubtful. If he not only loves the 
Redeemer, but also loves the most exemplary 
and devoted of his followers, while he dis- 
likes the society of those who are profane 
and irreligious, however they may be dis- 
tinguished by wit, or adorned by learning; 
if, while endeavouring to keep all the com- 
mands of God, he delights in the recollection 
of his presence, unfolds to him his cares with 
filial confidence, and in his hours of joy pours 
forth the exuberant praises of a grateful heart, 
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assuredly he loves God, and God will own 
his love at the last day to have been true. 

So, on the other hand, each separate defect 
may warn each one whose heart is at enmity 
to God, that he does not love him. He may 
find the proof of this in the single want of 
love to Christ, or in the single taste for the 
society of the profane ; or in the wilful neg- 
lect of any one of the laws of God ; or in the 
indisposition to meditate, pray, or praise* 
But if all these habits are united, how can 
the unhappy man doubt any longer that he is 
destitute of love to God ? Any one of these 
defects might be enough separately to dis- 
prove all pretence of love to him ; how then 
can such pretence survive the accumulating 
and overwhelming evidence derived from 
them all ? If a man loves not Christ, who is 
the image and glory of God, nor Christians 
who reflect the virtues of their Redeemer, 
but on the other hand chooses for his com- 
panions and friends those who profane the 
name of God, and slight his will, if he breaks 
not merely one of the commands of God, but 
many ; not by the force of unexpected temp- 
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tation, but by systematic self-indulgence and 
resolved self-will, and if, while thus habi- 
tually displeasing God, he neither meditates 
upon him, nor seeks his favour, nor invokes 
his aid, nor acknowledges his mercy, the final 
sentence of the judgment-seat, published by 
the voice of the archangel, and proclaimed in 
the ear of earth and heaven, could not more 
distinctly declare that he has no love to 
God. 

Let us recall what has been said. Your 
circumstances manifest how essential it is to 
your welfare that you should ascertain cor- 
rectly whether you love God. And not less 
distinctly does the word of God unfold to 
you how you may ascertain it. You must 
know whether you love God in order to 
escape condemnation, and by the application 
of the plainest rules of self-examination you 
may know it. Bring all these considerations, 
therefore, my brethren, to the only rational 
and safe conclusion. Resolve that you will 
conduct this inquiry with promptitude, de- 
cision, and perseverance. As before your 
final Judge, determine whether you love God 
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or not, and seek that your decision be ac- 
cordant with his. 

But if, upon inquiry, you find that you 
have no love to God, which may prove to be 
the case, even if it has hitherto been little 
suspected by you, then let me entreat you, 
as you would see the face of Christ without 
consternation and despair, do not misrepre- 
sent to yourselves the character of your pre- 
sent state of mind. Do not attempt to pal- 
liate its guilt. God is worthy of all possible 
love and service ; he formed you to love 
him; he keeps you every day in being, that 
you may love him ; he has bestowed upon 
you, and bestows upon you still, innumerable 
mercies, in order that you may love him ; 
multitudes of men placed in your circum- 
stances have learned to love him ; all holy 
beings love him; and you love him not. 
Why ? You know his excellence, bounty, 
and kindness ; you have experienced his pa- 
tience and forbearance; and you can love 
those who are in every way inferior to him : 
why has he alone been excluded from your 
hearts? You have loved your fellow-crea-. 
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tures : why have you neglected him ? A 
thousand things have attracted your regard : 
you have loved the kind, the true, the pa- 
tient, the forgiving ; perhaps you have loved 
even the frivolous and the corrupt : nay more, 
you have loved that which has been your 
dishonour and your misery, which God con- 
demns, which is worthy universal execra- 
tion ; you have been able to love sin : and 
one Being, worthiest of all to be esteemed, 
admired, and adored, you have passed by as 
though he were unworthy of regard. It is 
impossible that such a condition can be safe. 
In language of awful severity, St. Paul, on 
the authority of God, has pronounced, " If 
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
him be anathema maranatha." 

To be destitute of love to God, therefore, 
is a crime so heinous, that he who lives and 
dies in it must be accursed when the Lord 
Jesus returns to judgment. As he could not 
love his Maker, he cannot be admitted where 
all love him. He is unfit for their society ; 
he cannot share their employments ; he must 
be shut out from their bliss. Do not, my 
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dear brethren, conceal from yourselves the 
great danger of not loving God. But if you 
find that you love him not, confess heartily 
the guilt of this alienation : mourn over 
these years of levity by which you have been 
meriting his displeasure; and now ask for 
pardon and salvation through the merit of 
Christ alone. How should this discovery 
that you have lived through many rebellious 
years without love to your Creator, endear 
to you that mercy which has still provided 
for your redemption through the death of his 
Son ! Renounce every other hope : fell low 
before the throne of grace as criminal and 
condemned for this sinful alienation, and ask 
pardon for his sake alone. Works are out of 
the question in this matter. While we ought 
to have loved God every instant with all our 
hearts, we have lived for years without loving 
him at all ; nor till we put off the body can 
we love him for one hour as we ought to 
do; and to pretend, under these circum- 
stances, to atone for our alienation, would be 
only to heap upon our heads a fresh con- 
demnation. What could be more affronting 
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to the Divine Majesty, than to offer a cold, 
distrustful, intermittent, sluggish gratitude 
as a substitute for a whole life of Christ-like 
devotedness; and then to pretend that so 
poor a fraction of his due is the payment of 
our debt? Far from us be such injustice 
and contempt! Christ is our Redeemer; 
Christ our merit ; through him we may be 
pardoned freely ; let us seek pardon through 
him alone. 

If, on the other hand, after due inquiry, 
you can happily conclude that you do love 
God, make use of all the knowledge which 
has led you to love him, as a reason why you 
should love him more. We can never suffi- 
ciently admire or adore him ; and still our 
gratitude and delight in him may grow with 
our knowledge. Since " we love him because 
he first loved us," we should endeavour to 
" grow in knowledge," to become more ac- 
quainted with his divine perfections, and to 
estimate more correctly his immense benefits. 

To know our Maker better, and to love 
him more, are objects which are worthy to 
take precedence of almost every other. By 
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these we become prepared for a holy world. 
By these we may have peace. " There is 
no fear in love, for perfect love casteth out 
fear" 1 "For if when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life"* If, therefore, you hear 
others, in their ignorance, question the pos- 
sibility of love to God, be thankful that 
you experience it; if they slight it as un- 
necessary, may you value it the more as the 
source of inestimable blessings ; when they 
are disposed to despise you for it, may you 
triumph in the recollection that God knows 
and accepts it; and still, if you would live 
in peace or die in peace, seek to experience 
it more fully, as at once the best proof that 
God has loved you, and the best return which 
you can make to him for his goodness. 

1 1 John iv. 18. » Rom. v. 10. 



SERMON VII. 

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 

" THEREFORE WE CONCLUDE THAT A MAN IS JUSTIFIED 
BY FAITH WITHOUT THE DEEDS OF THE LAW." 

Romans iii. 28. 

Transgressors from our earliest years, with 
sinful propensities strengthened by many 
acts of disobedience, we deserve the anger of 
our Maker, and the circumstances in which 
we are placed are very serious. God has 
testified his sense of our sins, by permitting 
so many miseries to follow the sin of Adam, 
by inflicting sudden death on the whole 
world, with the exception of eight persons, 
through the deluge, by the fiery destruction 
of the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
by casting angels, when they sinned, out of 
heaven into the everlasting misery of hell, 
and above all, by refusing to pardon us 
unless his own eternal Son died in our stead. 
With these facts before us it may reasonably 
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awaken our anxiety to read such declara- 
tions of the Word of God as the following : 
"He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire. As therefore the tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire, so shall it be in the end of 
the world. The Son of Man shall send forth 
his angels, and they shall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire, there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. Cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness. Then shall he 
say unto them on the left hand, 'Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. 9 Whoso- 
ever shall keep the whole law and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of alL Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to 
do them." 1 

Such being the declared end of sinners, 
how may we, who know ourselves to be sinful, 
secure our acquittal from the charges which 

1 Matt. iii. 12 ; xiii. 40—42 ; xxv. 30, 41. James ii. 10. 
Gal. iii. 10, 
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lie against us, when called to answer to them 
at the bar of God ? In other words, how may 
we be justified ? Our text replies, first, by 
declaring the method of justification; and 
secondly, by unfolding its moral character : 
which two points let us now proceed to 
examine. 

I. Some of the charges which the Word of 
God brings against us all are these : " There 
is none righteous, no not one ; there is none 
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God, they are all gone out of the way, 
they are together become unprofitable ; there 
is none that doeth good, no not one." Upon 
which and similar statements the Apostle 
grounds this conclusion ; " What things so- 
ever the law saith, it saith to them who are 
under the law that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become, wro- 
Sucog, liable to condemnation before God.' 91 

Having wilfully violated the laws of God, 
we may justly be punished for our offences 
against him. As we have been alienated from 

1 Rom. iii. 10—12, 19. 
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him instead of supremely loving him, which 
is proved by our disobedience, it is just that 
he should be alienated from us ; as we have 
dishonoured him, he may with justice sentence 
us to shame ; as we have sought to be indepen- 
dent in the exercise of our own will, it is just 
that God should leave us to provide for our 
own happiness, if we can, in the next world ; 
as we have preferred earth to heaven, it is 
right that we should find our happiness limited 
to the earth which we have idolized, and that 
we should lose the heaven which we have de- 
spised; as we have disregarded God's promises 
and threats, it is just that the promises should 
be withdrawn from us and the threats be 
accomplished against us; and as we have 
served Satan, we can look for nothing but at 
the last judgment to, be left in bis hands. 
Such is our condition : and if God were to 
sentence us. to the utter and hopeless misery 
which this description includes, we should 
enter upon it self-condemned, and, as the 
Apostle says, reduced to absolute silence, 
without one word which we could reasonably 
utter in our own defence : " Now we know. 



Shb.VII.1 justification by faith. 147 

that what things soever the law saith, it saith 
to them who are under the law ; that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become liable to condemnation before God." 
Hence it is impossible that our conduct can 
in any way justify us. The past cannot be 
recalled ; we cannot attain perfection ; each 
day's actions being defective are therefore 
sinful; and so far are we from acquiring 
merit by our conduct, that the holiest man 
on earth requires to be forgiven for his best 
actions. Self-justification is therefore im- 
possible; we must mourn for our sins, confess 
them, repent of them, and pray for mercy ; 
we must seek to do our duty, obey con- 
science, diligently use the means of improve- 
ment, and strive to love and serve God ; but 
no repentance and no prayers, no love and no 
obedience, can expiate our guilt or indeed 
save us in this our corrupt state from con- 
tracting more. 

" By the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight : for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin." 

This is the first truth on this subject to be 

h2 
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thoroughly learned, and much pondered by 
us. Since we are condemned by the law of 
God, and are absolutely incapable of remov- 
ing that condemnation, God has a perfect 
right to destroy us : and were we sentenced 
by him to everlasting misery, we should not 
have one word reasonably to utter against 
his justice. 

But God has had mercy on us : and 
though we have no righteousness, and can 
acquire none by which we may justify our- 
selves before him, he has provided a righ- 
teousness for all believers in Jesus Christ. 
This is the righteousness of Christ himself, 
which is termed here the righteousness of 
God, because God the Father has by his 
eternal purpose ordained it for guilty sin- 
ners ; God the Son has come into this world 
to accomplish it by his obedience unto death ; 
and God the Spirit applies it to the hearts 
of men by leading them to trust to it. 
Though sinners have no righteousness of 
their own to present to God, he accepts the 
righteousness of Christ instead of theirs ; it 
is imputed or reckoned to them as theirs, 
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and it is placed as a robe on them to hide 
out all their defects. For so the apostle 
states, " Bui now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested, being wit- 
nessed by the law and the prophets: Even 
the righteousness of God, which is by faith 
of Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all them 
that believe, for there is no difference." It 
is a righteousness without the law, because 
the obedience of the Christian to the law 
makes no part of it ; it is witnessed by the 
law and the prophets, because it is the doc- 
trine of the Pentateuch and of the prophe- 
tical books, as well as of the New Testament ; 
and it is imputed to all believers, of every 
name and nation, without distinction. 

By this statement of the apostle, it appears 
that the original cause of the justification of 
believers is the mere mercy of God towards 
them* They have sinned, and have no 
righteousness of their own; they have lost 
heaven, and have no reason to allege why 
they should not be condemned to hell ; and 
the reason why they are not so condemned 
is, because God has had mercy on them. It 
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has been in mere mercy that God has res- 
pited this world so long ; in mercy he has 
sent his Son to atone for us; in mercy he 
has revealed to us by his word the glad 
tidings of salvation ; in mercy he orders the 
events of life by which believers are led to 
read and know the gospel ; in mercy he im- 
parts the Holy Spirit, by whom they are 
enabled to believe ; and in mercy he accepts 
their faith as a reason why they should be 
forgiven and admitted to his favour. Every 
step of the divine procedure manifests a 
boundless mercy : ''For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God; being jus- 
tified FREELY BY HIS GRACE." 

Yet although the justification of believers 
is a gift of God, as free to them as the light 
of the sun, or as the air we breathe, yet it 
has not been given without a complete atone- 
ment for their sins being previously made. 
For the honour of God, and for the welfare 
of his intelligent creatures in all worlds, it 
was required that our sins should be justly 
punished ; as we have deserved punishment, 
it became him, as the moral governor, to 
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show by his conduct that we deserved it; 
and as he has a deep and fixed hatred of 
sin, he must act according to that hatred. 
Accordingly, as the necessary vindication of 
the majesty of the divine government, and 
the requisite check to the defection of that 
vast universe of intelligent creatures, to which 
the population of this world bears, in all pro- 
bability, no assignable ratio, it was right that 
we all should be condemned to suffer eternal 
death; under which intolerable and irrever- 
sible sentence Christ saw us all perishing, 
and voluntarily undertook, by suffering in 
his own person the punishment due to our 
sins, to save those Who will believe on him. 
No words can express the awful price at 
which we wtere redeemed; the eternal Son, 
the Maker and the Mouarch of all worlds, 
becoming a Buffering man, was ridiculed, 
despised, and hated. He was blasphemed, 
charged with the commission of crimes which 
he abhorred, insulted by the proud, execrated 
by the bigot, reviled by the populace, con- 
demned by the magistrate, deserted by his 
friends* and executed as a felon and a slave. 
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But by these sufferings he has ransomed be«* 
lievers; God has accepted his death instead 
of theirs; and though their intrinsic guilt 
remains, yet through him they are pardoned 
and accepted. Being justified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. 

The righteousness of Christ being then 
the only meritorious cause of a sinner's jus- 
tification, it follows that the only instru* 
mental cause is faith. For since we can be 
justified only for the sake of Christ, we must 
be justified in a way which may give him 
all the glory of our justification. Now if 
those should be justified who disbelieve his 
atonement, disregard his authority, and de- 
spise his intercession, this would dishonour 
him by making his obedience and sufferings 
seem superfluous; such therefore cannot be 
justified. Or if those should be justified, 
who, while they profess to acknowledge that 
he is the Redeemer, neither own their desert 
of eternal death, nor trust him to save them 
from it, this likewise would dishonour him, 
by making the atonement wrought out by 
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him appear to be contemptible: and there- 
fore God will not justify them. So if any 
persons profess to believe that he alone can 
save them from eternal death, but expect 
him to save them while they still live in sin, 
such persons, expecting what he has never 
promised, manifest presumption rather than 
faith j and as their justification would repre- 
sent the Redeemer as encouraging their sin, 
God will not justify them. And lastly, if 
any persons believe that Jesus Christ can 
save others from eternal death, but cannot 
trust him to save themselves, they likewise 
dishonour him by unbelief, and cannot be 
justified. But those who, acknowledging 
their guilt and condemnation, trust him to 
save them from the power and the penalty 
of sin, from present temptation, and from 
eternal death, by the merit of his sacrifice, 
and by the gift of his sanctifying Spirit, 
these are true believers, who, receiving him 
as their Saviour and Lord, are for his sake 
instantly and completely justified. " For God 
so loved the world that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 

h3 
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him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. To as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the ions of God, 

EVEN TO THEM THAT BELIEVED OU Ms name. 

He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life. By him all that believe are 
justified from all things from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses. Ye 
are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. Whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood/ 51 Zaccheus thus believed, when he 
received Jesus as his guest, and that day sal- 
vation came to his house.* So the penitent 
thief believed, after he was fastened to the 
cross, and that day he entered into paradise 
with his Redeemer. 8 So Paul believed, when 
Christ met him on his road to Damascus, 
and thenceforth became his favoured apostle. 4 
And so the gaoler at Philippi believed, when 
the midnight earthquake induced him to 
listen with trembling awe to the doctrine of 

1 John i. 12 ; iii. 16, 36, Acts xiii. 39. Gal. iii. 26. 
Rom. iii. 25. * Luke xix. 9. s Luke xxiii. 43. 

4 Acts xxtL 16— IS. 
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the gospel, and that very night experienced 
the joy which springs from the assurance of 
patdon. 1 Like these, all other sinners, upon 
their believing in Christ, are justified instantly 
add completely. 

Here we are led to ask the source of this 
faith; since so many to whom the gospel 
is made known continue in unbelief, while 
many others, with no peculiar means of in- 
struction, heartily receive Christ as their Sa- 
viour and Lord. This happy result, in the 
case of the latter class, does not arise from 
the superiority of their natural dispositions, 
nor from the peculiar strength of their un- 
derstandings, nor from the favourable cir- 
cumstances in which they are placed, nor to 
the unusual clearness of the evidence which 
is brought before them ; but in all cases it 
is to be ascribed, according to the repeated 
statements of scripture, to the influence of 
the Spirit of God. Whatever secondary 
means are employed, it is he who makes 
the truth effectual to convince and to con- 



Acts xvi. 29—34. 
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vert the unbelieving. By his grace the proud 
are humbled, and the indifferent become se- 
rious : then prejudices vanish, and the truths 
of the gospel now exercising their due in- 
fluence on the understanding and the heart, 
sceptics, worshippers of mammon, and frivo- 
lous devotees of pleasure become the followers 
of Christ. 1 Thus we have brought before us 
in this passage the whole process of justifi- 
cation : its originating cause is the unmerited 
mercy of God; its meritorious cause is the 
redemption wrought out for believers by 
Christ; its instrumental cause is faith in 
Christy without the deeds of the law; and 
its effectual cause is the Holy Spirit, who is 
the Author of that faith. 

II. This method of justification, whether 
it be considered with reference to God, or 
with reference to men, appears most worthy 
of its divine Author. I need scarcely re- 
mind you how much it unfolds his mercy. 
Believers who have lost his image and have 
been alienated from him by their depravity 

1 Isaiah liv. 13. John vi. 45. Eph. i. 15—18. 1 John 
ii. 20, 27, &c. &c. 
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of nature, have violated his laws, trampled 
on his authority, made light of his threats 
and promises, dishonoured him in the use of 
his own gifts, and but for his grace would 
have remained impenitent to the end. Yet 
he has pardoned them freely; having first 
provided a redemption for them, that they 
might be pardoned, and having then im- 
parted to . them the faith through which 
they might secure the benefits of that re- 
demption. In this manner the heirs of wrath 
have become his children, experience innu- 
merable comforts in their passage through 
this world, and are then admitted to a life 
of endless and of boundless joy. No lan- 
guage can adequately express the kindness 
thus shown to them by a being so holy, so 
powerful, and so much wronged. 

But their justification does not more sig- 
nally display his mercy than it proves his 
justice. This was indeed necessary: it is 
far more important to the universe that the 
attributes of God should be sustained than 
that all the sinners in this world, which is 
itself but a speck in creation, should be for- 
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given. Better far that we all should perish 
than that God should be in the least unjust. 
But even the momentary supposition wrongs 
him. His nature abominates injustice, and 
unless he could have justified believers justly 
he would not have justified them at all. 
But in justifying them, on account of the 
ransom paid for them, he has been just to 
himself, to his creatures, and to Christ* He 
has been just to himself; for he has exacted 
for sin the punishment which ought to be 
inflicted on it, by which he has shown him- 
self to be a sovereign whose laws must not 
be disregarded; and has manifested to his 
intelligent creatures that awful holiness of 
his nature, which, rather than see sin un- 
punished, would permit his coequal Son to 
expiate it by his death : he has been just to 
all sinless beings ; for by inflicting on Christ 
as the representative of his people so dreadful 
a punishment, he has assuredly convinced all 
intelligent creatures who have heard of these 
events that he will never permit sin to pass 
unpunished; and has thus made our sin the 
means of protecting them against tempta* 
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tion : and he has been just to Christ ; for he 
has inflicted no suffering upon him which he 
did not voluntarily undertake to bear ; and 
has secured that those transient sufferings, by 
rescuing innumerable beings from eternal 
death, should be a source of his glory and joy 
to all eternity. Thus just to himself, to his 
creatures, and to Christ, in this method of 
justification, he can now freely pardon all 
those who trust in him through his Son; 
"Whom God hath set forth to be a propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood, to declare his 
RiGHTEOUSHESs/or the remission of sins that 
are passed through the forbearance of God : 
to declare, I say, at this time, his righteous- 
ness, that he might be just and the justi* 
fier of him which believetk in Jems." 

Viewed then with reference to God, the 
justification of believers through the ransom 
paid by Christ is worthy of him, because it 
reveals not only his wisdom and power, but 
also his mercy and his justice. If we now 
regard it with reference to its effects upon 
our own minds, we shall find it no less ad- 
mirable. 
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While the erroneous theory of justification 
by works must leave its supporters in doubt 
and disquietude proportioned to their earnest- 
ness, because they can never know how many 
works may justify them, and can never prove 
that God can for any amount of obedience 
forgive them justly, the free justification of 
believers, for the sake of the righteousness of 
Christ, is able to give the troubled conscience 
peace. For since God has given his Son 
to save us, he has certainly mercy enough to 
pardon believers, if he can do it justly ; and 
we have seen that justice presents no impe- 
diment. Jesus Christ has made a full atone- 
ment for their sins ; by which God is mani- 
fested to be just to himself, to his creatures, 
and to Christ, when he justifies a believer for 
Christ's sake ; and he has distinctly promised 
to do so. With these facts in his view, one 
who is conscious that he trusts Christ to save 
him from the eternal death which he knows 
himself to merit, can have no reasonable 
ground of fear; and in proportion to the 
strength of his faith, must enjoy a settled and 
stable peace. " Being justified by faith, ws 
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have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In whom . i . » believing, ye 

REJOICE WITH JOY UNSPEAKABLE, AND FULL 
OF GLORY." 1 

Further, while the theory of justification 
by works is calculated to confirm that pride, 
under the dominion of which men can neither 
submit to the will of God, nor repent of theii 1 
sins against him, nor love him, nor serve 
him* but provoke his anger daily, justifica-* 
tion by the righteousness of Christ, through 
faith, must effectually humble those who are 
justified. For since they know and own 
that they were justly condemned to eternal 
death, that God has pardoned them in mere 
mercy, without any merit whatever on theif 
part, that their sins were so great, as to be 
capable of expiation by nothing less than the 
death of Christ, that their faith in Christ, 
however strong, has no more merit than the 
patient's faith in his physician, and the tra- 
veller's faith in his guide, and that even this 
faith, which is the sole condition of iheit 

1 Rom.v. 1. 1 Pet.i.8. 
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justification, has been the unmerited, spon- 
taneous gift of the Holy Spirit, these are 
clearly circumstances in which it is impos- 
sible for pride to flourish. 4< Where is boast- 
ino then ? It is excluded. By whxxt law ? 
of works t Nay : but by the law of faith" 

The same considerations which eradicate 
pride from a believer's heart, likewise forbid 
him to depend upon his own works to secure 
the favour of God. For those whose con- 
duct deserves eternal death, cannot at the 
same time deserve his favour, and accordingly 
believers in Christ fere found to renounce 
fcelf-righteousness. 

This result* indeed, of the doctrine, has led 
persons, ignorant of its true character, to 
imagine that it is unfriendly to christian 
diligence. For as men in general are stimu- 
lated to activity by the rewards of honour- 
able exertion, in the absence of which they 
sink into indolence both of mind and body, 
so, as these persons think, do we require to 
be animated to christian obedience, by the 
assurance that our good conduct may merit 
the pardon of our sins : in the want of which 
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assurance we must lose our principal motive 
to do right* But both theory and facts are 
opposed to this opinion. It is obviously the 
interest of those who believe that they must 
merit pardon by their conduct, to bring 
down the conditions of pardon to the lowest 
point, that they may secure it easily, and 
those who embrace this error are found often 
to persuade themselves, that if they are not 
worse than the multitude, and inflict no di- 
rect and palpable injury on their fellow* 
creatures, they must be forgiven : and since 
the amount of good conduct which can se- 
cure forgiveness must certainly be sufficient 
to retain favour, this fatal sloth and irreligion 
is likely to continue with them to the end. 
But, on the other hand, those who are justi- 
fied by faith cannot fail to obey the law of 
God. For, in the first place, the scriptures 
assure them that the very object of redemp- 
tion, the main reason why Christ suffered in 
their stead, was that they might be reclaimed to 
love God and to serve him ; that the heavenly 
state consists in loving and serving him, and 
that affectionate obedience to him is the only 
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road to it. And these are powerful motives 
to obedience. Then, likewise, the faith itself, 
by which a believer is justified, as much im- 
plies that he submits to the commands of 
Christ, as faith in a physician implies that the 
patient employs the prescribed remedies, or 
as faith in a guide implies that the traveller 
pursues the path which his guide indicates. 
Besides, there is something so transcendently 
generous in these vicarious sufferings of Christ 
for his enemies, that those who heartily ap- 
preciate them cannot but feel a gratitude to 
him bearing some proportion to his kindness. 
And this gratitude secures their obedience: 
for since they love him, they wish to please 
him, to imitate his example, and to give him 
honour, all which habits imply that they do 
his will. Moreover, while unbelievers are 
left to struggle with their temptations un- 
aided, believers know that, through Christ, 
they may obtain divine help in each emer- 
gency; and as that knowledge animates 
their efforts, so that help secures their vic- 
tory. Above all, we must never forget that 
faith, which is the effect of regeneration by 
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the Holy Spirit, is but one of its effects, 
and that when the Spirit bestows the dis- 
position to believe, he likewise communicates 
the disposition to obey. 

Thus, in many ways, does this divinely 
instituted method of justification secure obe- 
dience, by substituting for selfish and in- 
effectual motives to exertion, those which are 
purer and more efficacious, even in the ab- 
sence of any consideration of reward. But 
as the expectation of reward is a further in- 
centive to obedience, God has given that also 
to believers, in a much higher degree than it 
is possessed by others. For others have no 
promise that the partial and intermittent 
obedience of self-love shall have any future 
reward : but God has promised to believers 
already justified without the deeds of the 
law, that their filial and loving obedience, 
subsequent to their justification, shall, by 
his mercy, exercise an influence on their 
eternal state. By the parable of the pounds 
in St. Luke's Gospel, and by many other 
passages of scripture, are we taught that at 
the last day, when Christ's disciples shall be 
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saved by free grace, and accepted for his sake 
alone, yet the measure of their glory in heaven 
shall be determined by the amount of their 
holy and loving subjection to him here be- 
low. Thus, in addition to all their other 
aids to obedience, do those who are justified 
by faith possess in the highest degree that one 
inducement to activity which the theory of 
justification by works more feebly presents to 
its supporters, and are influenced by the pro- 
mised reward in glory, far more than the 
impugners of the gospel can be influenced by . 
their supposed reward of pardon : " Do we 
then make void the law through faith ? God 
forbid : yea, we establish the law/' 

While thus the doctrine of justification by 
faith appears upon examination calculated to 
establish a believer's peace, together with a 
spirit of lowly contrition, and checking a 
self-righteous disposition to secure the most 
diligent and devoted obedience, all experience 
further attests these to be the actual effects 
of the doctrine. I have often seen them follow 
from a belief of it ; I have never once seen 
them attend the rejection of it. 
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The testimony of the most serious and 
most experienced persons is to the same 
effect : and I hesitate not to affirm, that if 
we could, by a sure and supernatural dis- 
cernment of character, select from among all 
that bear the name of Christ, those who most 
thoroughly rely on him for their salvation, to 
the exclusion of all trust in their own works, 
we should have gathered into one company 
those who enjoy the most, settled peace, who 
have attained the deepest humility, and who 
most devotedly accomplish the will of God, 

Established thus to be in every respect 
honourable to God, and beneficial to men* 
the doctrine of justification by faith has every 
characteristic of truth ; and by the judgment 
of reason, no les& than by the sentence of 
Scripture, we concujdb that a maj* is jus- 
tified BY FAITH, WITHOUT. TUP PEEPS OF TH£ 
LAWi 

But it is not enough to form, on a point 
like this, a settled opinion ; although that is 
indeed desirable, especially in a day when 
this cardinal truth is openly and bitterly im- 
pugned. Every truth of God is practical, 
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and if we believe that sinners may be justi- 
fied by faith, then ought we to seek that 
justification ourselves. Unless we are justi-r 
fied we shall be undone. We must shortly 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ; 
where our acquittal will secure our eternal 
bliss ; or our condemnation will consign us 
to irremediable destruction. It is necessary 
then that we be justified ; and if there are any 
persons in this congregation who have reason 
to think they are not justified, because they 
have to this moment been irreligious and im- 
penitent, I earnestly advise you to seek at 
once that you may be justified : for other- 
wise, should sudden death overtake you, you 
would find yourselves irrecoverably lost. No 
rational person ought to live without obtain- 
ing justification. But further, it is as neces- 
sary to seek it in the right way as to seek it 
at all. If you seek it by the mercy of God, 
without reference to Christ, you will be 
rejected : if you seek it by your works, by 
your confessions and repentance, and by your 
diligent attendance on the ordinances of re-? 
ligion, by your good conduct, and your 
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earnest prayers for mercy, without reference 
to Christ, you will remain unpardoned ; or 
if you seek it by the mere assent of the under- 
standing to the truths of the gospel, you will 
be equally disappointed. You must be justi- 
fied by the mercy of God for the righteous- 
ness of Christ, through faith. In other words, 
you must see and own your desert of eternal 
death, you must trust only in Christ to save 
you by his merit from the punishment of sin, 
and by his grace from its power, and you 
must receive him as your Saviour and Lord, 
putting yourselves unreservedly at his dis- 
posal that you may be saved. Do this as 
you wish to be happy for ever. Do it now. 
H you hesitate, because you feel an insur- 
mountable reluctance to so much humiliation 
and such important changes in your habits, 
then ask often and earnestly that God the 
Spirit may for Christ's sake conquer your 
reluctance and incline you to do it. If you 
refuse to do so you will be the cause of your 
own ruin. This sermon has been one more 
call from God, for which you will have to 
give account; and if it does not lead you 

I 
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to faith, it will render your unbelief more 
inexcusable, and your condemnation more 
severe. If you will overlook the merit of 
Christ to trust your own, if instead of de- 
pending on his mediation you choose to be 
your own advocates at the bar of God, if you 
will expect salvation while you live in sin, 
when he only offers salvation from it, if you 
refuse submission to his guidance, and will 
neither depend upon the influence of his 
spirit, nor pray for it, then must I assure 
you with the deepest regret, that in a very 
little while this offer of salvation will be 
withdrawn for ever ; and in rejecting Christ 
you throw away your last hope of eternal 
life. From the chain of God's sentence you 
can never be released, and having treated 
with unwise contempt the only means of 
liberty and pardon, you will stand before the 
Almighty Judge, speechless, overwhelmed, 
and undone, unable to argue against your 
sentence, to resist its execution, or to endure 
its effects. Have pity on your immortal souls. 
Realize, I beseech you, the eternal doom 
which awaits the unbelieving. Look down 
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that abyss which is yawning beneath your 
own feet, and enter at once on the service of 
that mighty and merciful Saviour who still 
says, as he did on earth, " Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Sim that cameth unto 
me, I will in no wise cast out. 

Lastly, I turn to those who, in the exercise 
of faith, have been justified freely by the 
mercy of God, through the redemption which 
is in Christ Jesus. As the natural and 
proper effects of this justification are a peace- 
ful confidence in the love and power of God, 
a humble contrition for our sins* an entire 
renunciation of the proud fancy that there 
can be any merit in our works, and a cheer- 
ful obedience to the known commands of 
God, in the absence of all which no person 
can be indeed justified, seek, my brethren, to 
render these proofs of your justification un- 
equivocal both to yourselves and others. To 
this end, endeavour by all means to strengthen 
your faith in Christ and in each revealed 
truth, because, as faith leads necessarily to all 
these results, so a strong faith renders them 

12 
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apparent and certain. For your own welfare 
then, and for the honour of Christ, seek to 
become strong in faith ; and thus may you 
experience yourselves all the blessings which 
the gospel can impart ; and by your exem- 
plary conduct recommend the gospel to all 
around you. 



SERMON VIII. 

REDEMPTION BY CHRIST. 

" CHBI8T HATH REDEEMED US FBOM THE CURSE OF 
THE LAW, BEING MADE A CURSE FOR US." 

Galatians iii. 13. 

As no one can be rescued from a condition 
in which he has never been placed, we can- 
not be rescued from a curse which has not 
been pronounced against us. Since Christ 
has, according to the text, redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, that curse previously 
rested on us ; and since it rested on all those 
who have been actually redeemed, among 
whom are persons of all possible characters 
and circumstances, it must still rest on all 
those who, through any cause, do not par- 
ticipate in that redemption. This is indeed 
expressly declared by the Holy Spirit in the 
following words, found in the context : "As 
many as are of the works of the law are 
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under the curse." To be of the works of 
the law is to seek salvation by them, and 
therefore all who are seeking salvation by 
their own works are under the curse. The 
proof of this truth adduced by the Apostle 
is the following passage, which he cites from 
Deuteronomy : " Cursed is every: one that 
continueth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them." l God 
has pronounced all who violate his law to be 
accursed: and the reasons are plain. To 
violate his law is to disregard the authority 
of the Supreme Being, who, as our creator 
and preserver, has a right to our best ser^ 
vices; whose perfection demands our ado- 
ration, and whose benefits call for propor- 
tionate gratitude. Disobedience, being in a 
high degree proud, insolent, and ungrateful, 
must deserve to forfeit his favour. Since, 
moreover, the law which he has given us is, 
in every one of its precepts, like himself, 
holy, just, and good, being equally calcu- 

1 These words are an exact quotation of the Septuagint 
version of Dent, xxvii. 20, and express substantially the 
sense of the Hebrew. 
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lated to increase our virtue and to promote 
our happiness, to disobey it is gratuitous re- 
bellion. It is to sacrifice our interests, while 
we abandon our duty ; it is to sin for nothing. 
Upon this contempt of him God has pro- 
nounced this righteous curse ; " Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to 
do them" Those who will not have the 
happiness of subjection to their Creator 
must experience the misery of being left 
to themselves; those who neglect God 
must be deserted by him : those who 
dishonour him must incur dishonour; those 
who oppose him must place him in op- 
position to them ; those who seek their hap- 
piness in sin must experience sin to be their 
ruin. 

If any persons who break the commands 
of God allege that they do not know in what 
respects their habits are sinful, this defence 
is oiily an addition to their guilt. For since 
he has promulgated his law, every one is 
bound to be acquainted with it : and to re- 
main ignorant of it is to violate his explicit 
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and repeated directions. 1 Ignorance is there- 
fore no excuse for sin ; and if it were, few 
probably in this country could so defend 
themselves: for as God has made our chief 
duties so plain that almost all men know 
them, there is probably no impenitent and 
ungodly person in this country who will not 
be condemned for repeated violations of his 
own conscience. If others who renounce 
the plea of ignorance are disposed to defend 
themselves by pleading that, compared with 
the whole amount of their good conduct, 
their sins are few, they ought to consider 
the following equitable statement of St. James, 
" Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." 
A single offence being a contempt of the 
authority upon which the whole law rests, 
involves a principle which would subvert 
the whole: and if a person allows himself 
in one sinful habit, he is at every moment 
insulting the majesty of God, trampling on 
his authority, ungrateful for his mercies, 

1 Deut. vi. 6—9. Psalm 1.1, 2. Prov. ii. 1—5. John 
Y. 39. Eph. vi. 17. 2 Thess. i. 7, 8, &c. &c. 
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despising his favour, and defying his wrath. 
Whatever, therefore, the rest of his habits may 
be, he has no principle of obedience. If he 
does not break the whole law he is hindered 
from doing so by selfish considerations alone; 
and if further disobedience suited his inte- 
rests, or were demanded by his pleasures, he 
would break other laws of God as easily as 
he now breaks one : a single sinful habit is 
therefore fatal ; and the plea for pardon aris- 
ing from other habits of obedience is ignorant 
and unavailing. As reasonably might a con- 
victed murderer plead with his judge that he 
is no thief, or the thief expect to go un- 
punished because he has never been charged 
with treason. But weak as this plea is, who 
could pretend to use it ? Is there one un- 
converted who can say that his sins are few ? 
Alas ! observation concurs with Scripture in 
determining that the general course of an 
unconverted man is sinful : our whole nature 
is corrupt. " The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked. The 
carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 

i 3 
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can be. You hath he quickened, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins." 1 

If, further, those who are convinced of 
their guilt, think of atoning for their past 
ungodliness by a thorough reformation of 
their conduct, the slightest consideration 
must convince them that they are attempt- 
ing an impossibility. The commands of God 
are these : " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect."* Could, therefore, any 
one attain to perfection, from which all of 
us are lamentably distant, he would do no 
more than discharge the duty of the passing 
hour. How then can any one obliterate the 
guilt of a single sin ? To think of doing so 
while we are still imperfect, is to pretend 
to discharge a debt of long standing, by 
repaying a tenth part of what we borrow 
to-day. As every exertion leaves the sinner 
fearfully beneath the fulfilment of the day's 

1 Jer. xvii. 9. Rom. viii. 7. Ephes. ii. 1 
* Matt. xxii. 37 ; v. 48. 
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duties, each day's defects are adding to the 
amount of past guilt; and to present such 
defective obedience as an atonement for past 
offences, is to add insult to rebellion. Still 
over each reformed criminal hangs the awful 
sentence, " Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them." All 
effort to improve would still leave the sinner 
under the curse. But, after all, who make 
these efforts ? who among unconverted men 
are labouring with all their hearts to render 
unto God a sinless obedience? Who are 
striving by watchfulness, self-denial, and 
prayer, to love God with all their heart, 
and soul, and mind, and strength ? No, till 
grace conquers us, we all bear an inextin- 
guishable 'hatred to the perfections of God; 
" the carnal mind is enmity against God" 1 

There is therefore no escape for sinners, 
no one is free from condemnation ; for " as 
many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curse" High and low, learned 



> Rom. viii. 7; ill. 9, 18, 19. Eph. ii. 1—3. Col. i. 21. 

i4 
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and illiterate, virtuous and vicious, are alike 
involved. The sentence goes forth against 
all who sin ; against subject and sovereign, 
serf and noble, peasant and philosopher, poor 
and rich. With him is no respect of persons, 
and all who sin must be exposed alike to his 
righteous anger. 

The execution of this curse is for a while 
suspended : " The Lord is gracious and 
full of compassion, slow to anger, and of 
great mercy. The Lord is good to all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works. 
He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust. He is long-suffering to 
usward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance" 1 Yet 
the sentence is already pronounced: "For 
as many as are of the works of the law 
are under the curse." Between the judg- 
ment which God has passed up'on our con- 
duct now and that which he will at last 
pronounce there can be no difference : the 

1 Psalm cxIy. 8, 9. Matt. v. 46. 2 Peter iii. 9. 
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Omniscient can receive no information then 
which he does not possess already; and, as 
his principles cannot change, he has already 
judged us as he will judge us at the last 
day : and those whose conduct will occasion 
them to be accursed then, must be accursed 
now. 

It is a woeful thing to be under the curse 
of God. Were he unjust, we might argue 
against its justice; were he confined to one 
place, we might hope to flee from it ; were 
he weak, we might resist it; or were he 
short-lived, we might survive it: but, like 
its Author, it must be just, omnipresent, al- 
mighty, and eternal. Whether those against 
whom it is pronounced acknowledge or deny 
its justice now, it will at length reduce them 
to silence, make them their own accusers, 
•and receive the assent of the intelligent uni- 
verse. Meanwhile it is round them every 
where. It rests on every faculty, every pos- 
session, every interest, and every pleasure. 
All times and all places are affected by it. 
It goes forth with them in the morning, 
follows them through the business of the 
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day, returns with them to their dwellings, 
and keeps watch over them when they sleep. 
When they seek the crowded throng, it is 
there; when they sit amidst their family 
circle, it is there. No social gaiety can ex* 
elude it, no solitude can hide them from its 
presence. It threatens them in health and 
prosperity; when sickness seizes on them, 
it keeps watch, with the nurse and the 
physician, at their bed-side ; and, when their 
souls are forced into the eternal world, it is 
the first thing which they must meet upon 
its shores. 

If no one can escape from it, to endure 
it is equally impossible. How can a worm 
resist the Almighty? When he commis- 
sioned the flood to execute his vengeance 
on mankind, its silent universal swell ren- 
dered resistance and escape alike impossible; 
till the whole guilty race sank, with all their 
groans, and blasphemies, and prayers, and 
screams of agony, into one grave. His 
curse on sinners is like that flood, and be- 
neath it they must sink down, dispirited, 
heart-broken, unresisting, overwhelmed, de- 
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stroyed. It is only because distance dimi- 
nishes the idea of its magnitude, that it does 
not now break down and utterly subdue the 
proudest enemy of religion on the face of 
the earth. 

But is there not one hope? When the 
flood of Noah subsided, the earth was again 
dressed in verdure ; and the fires of Sodom 
soon burned out. Will not this curse end 
too ? When God ends : not sooner. Sinners, 
he has said, " shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment, and must be punished with 
everlasting destruction." 1 

Is there then no way of escape for sin- 
ners? Is nothing before us but despair? 
Yes. Let the words ring through earth and 
heaven. Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law 9 being made a curse for us. 
Let the world welcome the good news, as 
Israel received the stream from the rock, 
when they were dying of thirst in the de- 
sert. Again and again let every man that 

1 Matt. xxv. 41, 46. Mark ix. 43—48. John v. 28, 29. 
2 These, i. 9. Rev. xiv. 9—11. 
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hath breath re-echo them, " Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us." We are rescued, 
then, because Christ has borne our curse. 
He has been accursed in our stead : we are 
saved. 

But is this true ? Has the Son of God 
indeed redeemed us? May we credit the 
astonishing, the unparalleled, the unutter- 
able fact? First, let us learn more fully 
what God has said of it in his word. Who- 
ever, under the law of Moses, was hanged 
by divine appointment, was under a curse, 
according to the declaration of the inspired 
lawgiver, " He that is hanged is accursed of 
God. 9 ' 1 But Christ was hanged on a tree 
by divine appointment, 2 and therefore was 
treated like an accursed being. Now this 
accursed death he suffered not for his own 
sins, but ours. " He was made a curse, or 
accursed, for us. God hath made him to be 
sin, or a sinner, for us, who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of 

1 Deut. xxi. 23. 9 John x. 17, 18. Acts ii. 23. 
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God, or righteous before God, in him" 1 Of 
this substitution of the sufferings of the inno- 
cent Saviour for the sufferings of the guilty 
sinner, the sacrifices under the law were a 
symbolic prediction. When the life of the 
lamb of atonement was annually taken by 
the appointment of God, instead of the lives 
of the people, this victim was a divinely con- 
stituted type of him, respecting whom John 
exclaimed, "Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world" 2 When 
the blood of the paschal lamb was sprinkled 
upon the door-posts of Israel, to save each 
family from death, it was the type which 
God appointed of his blood, respecting whom 
the Apostle Paul exclaimed, " Christ our pass- 
over is sacrificed for us" 3 They were but 
typical sacrifices, which could not really re- 
move guilt. 4 " But now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself " h "for by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them 

1 2 Cor. v. 21. 9 Lev. xvi. 0—29. John i. 20. 

* Exod. xii. 3—13. 1 Cor. v. 7. 4 Heb. x. 1—4. 

* Heb. ix. 26. 
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that are sanctified." 1 Hear how God hath 
spoken of this sacrifice by his prophet. " He 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him, and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way, and the Lord hath 

laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

When thou shalt make his soul an offering 

for sin, he shall see his seed By his 

knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 

many , for he shall bear their iniquities 

Therefore will I divide him a portion with 
the great, .... because he bare the sin of 
many."* Hear further how the apostles have 

« Heb. x. 14. 
* Isaiah liii. 6, 6, 10, 11, 12, He shall bear, bap* The 
word b^D always in the Scriptures means, to bear, to 
carry as a burden. See Gen. xlix. 15. Isaiah xlvi. 4, 7 ; 
liii. 4. Lam. v. 7. He bare, sfej The word Ktp3 means, 
to bear, to carry ; Gen. xiii. 6 Exod. xviii. 22 ; xxviii. 
12, 38. Lev. v. 1, 17; xvi. 22; xxiv. 15. Ps. lxix. 7. 
Ezek. iv. 5 ; xii. 7 ; xiv. 10, &c. The inspection of these 
passages shows that our Lord bore our sins, as sinners 
bear their own guilt, and as the sacrificial victims under 
the law bore the guilt of the people. 
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explained these predictions. " Who his own 
self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree. The love of Christ constraineth us, 
because we thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead: and that he died 
for all, that they which live should not hence- 
forth live to themselves, but unto him which 
died for them and rose again" 1 

By this vicarious sacrifice, Christ has re* 
deemed or bought off his people from the 
curse, by paying the required price of their 
deliverance. 2 The force of this expression 
may be learned from the use of similar terms 
under the law. When an Israelite was sold 
into bondage, his kinsman might buy him 
back. He who paid the price was said to 
redeem him, the price he paid was called the 

1 1 Pet. ii. 24. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. "Who his own self 
bare/' fa aitrbg dvi/vcyKcv. &va<t>kpv f to take upon one. 
Lat. Sustinere, axOoc, Mwh. Cho. 841. kivMvovc, Thuc. 
8, 88. LiddelFs Lex. Avrbg d/tapn'ac woXk&v avr\vtyict, 
Is. liii. 12. Sept. The word must mean to take up as a 
burden, according to the use of it in the Septuagint, where 
it is put both for the word Htp3 and for the word b?D The 
latter word always signifying to carry as a burden. 

» Christ hath bought us off, i£ijy6pa<rev nn*Q* 
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ransom, he was termed the redeemer, and the 
whole transaction was termed redemption. 1 
These terms are employed of Christ, both 
in the Old Testament and in the New. We 
are in bondage under the curse of the law, 
but Christ by assuming our nature has be*- 
come our kinsman, by dying in our place he 
has redeemed us; his sufferings are termed 
our ransom, he himself is called our Re- 
deemer, and the whole work is termed our 
redemption, 2 

» Lev. xxv. 47 — 62. 
9 The word bwn is constantly used to express the act of 
redeeming a person or a property. He who bought back 
the property or the slave was said vlN? to redeem, Ruth 
iv. 4 j the transaction was called nbwSl redemption. Lev. 
xxv. 29, 48, 51, 52. Jer. xxxii. 7 ; and the kinsman who 
paid the price was termed vfcta Redeemer. This name is 
given to Christ, Job xix. 25. Isaiah lix. 20. The Sept. 
translates the word vK5 by the word XvTpooptu, He who 
paid the price was said Xvrp5t/<r0ai, Lev. xxv. 48, 49 ; the 
price paid was rd Xvrpa, Lev. xxv. 51, 53 ; and the act 
was Xvrpaxrtg, Lev. xxv. 48. So in the New Testament 
Christ is said \vrpov<rOai, Tit. ii. 14 ; the price paid in his 
life is termed Xvrpov, Matt. xx. 28, or avrtXvrpov, 1 Tim. 
ii. 6 ; and his deliverance of believers is termed Xvrp«<nc, 
Heb. ix. 12, and airoXvrpoxnc, Rom. iii. 24. Eph. i. 7. 
Col. i. 14 
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The Hebrew words which express the deli- 
verance of a slave from captivity are em- 
ployed in the Old Testament to express the 
deliverance of sinners by Christ; and the 
corresponding Greek words in the Greek 
version of the Old Testament are employed 
in the New to describe the work of Christ. 
These terms can only therefore mean that 
the redemption of sinners by Christ corre- 
sponds in character to the redemption of 
slaves under the law ; and they declare that 
by the price which he has paid he has no 
less completely freed his disciples from the 
curse than under the law the Hebrew kins- 
man by the payment of the required sum 
liberated his relation from slavery. The 
whole debt of penitent believers to justice 
has been paid by Christ, and he cannot be 
called to pay it a second time ; their whole 
punishment has been borne, and they cannot 
be called to suffer ft again ; the whole ran- 
som has been paid, the whole curse has 
been removed, and they are completely and 
for ever saved. 

Were this transaction altogether incom- 
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prehensible, we might accept with grateful 
joy the plain assurances of God in his word, 
and believing that he has accepted the suf- 
ferings of Christ instead of ours, because he 
has said so, rest upon his veracity, and feel 
assured of his favour. But to a great de- 
gree its moral character is apparent to all 
who attentively consider it. Since Christ 
was holy, harmless, undefiled, the beloved 
Son of God, he did not suffer it for his own 
sins. Nor is it conceivable that he suffered 
as an example of virtue to mankind. Com- 
pared with his glorious majesty, who was 
God manifest in the flesh, the eternal un- 
created Word, the brightness of the Father's 
glory, all the millions of mankind are more 
insignificant than a single insect is compared 
with them; 1 when we add to this, that a 
pattern of christian virtues might be given 
by any courageous martyr sustained by 
grace, and that numbers have in fact mani- 
fested a noble and affecting heroism, it is 

1 Psalm xlv. 6, 7 ; ex. 1. Isaiah ix. 6. Micah v. 2. 
Mai. iii. 1. John i. 1—3, 10 j viii, 58 ; x. 30. Coloss. 
i. 16. 1 Tim. iii. 16. Heb. i. 1—14, &c. &c. 
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inconceivable that he in whom dwelt all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily should suffer 
to accomplish what might be so well accom- 
plished by others. The only cause which 
can be rationally assigned for his death is, 
that he was the paschal lamb, the lamb of 
atonement, the Redeemer, who was then 
bearing in his own person the guilt of our 
sins. Let us assume then, according to the 
declarations of the word of God, that he died 
in our place, and let us see whether this is 
not a full atohement for our sins. Why is it 
needful that the Almighty punish us for our 
sins, instead of pardoning us freely without 
an atonement, as a parent pardons a penitent 
child? I answer, first, that parents have 
received from him no commission to take 
vengeance, but that vengeance belongeth 
unto him ; and he owes it to himself to ma- 
nifest his hatred of sin. He is too holy to 
pardon it without an atonement. I answer, 
secondly, that the pardon of sinners, without 
an atonement, would be fatal to the universe, 
and that he, as the universal Governor, is 
too good thus to pardon it. The reasons for 
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the eternal death of sinners are, alas! too 
plain to allow us the smallest hope of their 
escape. 

God must punish sinners with eternal 
death, because sin is an infinite evil, which 
ought to be infinitely hated, which he does 
hate infinitely, and which he will manifest 
that he hates as it deserves. Men in general 
think sin to be a trifle, and God never can 
nor will seem corrupt enough to agree with 
them in that opinion. His own honour, and 
the welfare of the universe, demand that he 
should appear to be what he really is; nor 
can any consideration induce him to act con- 
trary to one of his attributes. 

God must punish sinners with eternal 
death, because, if they were to go unpunish- 
ed, both they and the rest of the universe 
would receive the impression that his law 
has been so harsh and unreasonable, that it 
would be unjust strictly to enforce it, an 
imagination which some already entertain; 
and as his law is holy, just, and good iii 
every part, being no less adapted to bless 
mankind than to serve him, he cannot so 
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dishonour it and himself, as to confirm these 
false and injurious imaginations. 

He must punish them, because, as the su- 
preme Governor, he cannot allow what no 
human government would tolerate, that his 
authority should be trampled on with im- 
punity. 

He must punish them, because, as every 
earthly government, he must put a stop to 
the rebellion and lawlessness of his subjects, 
which nothing can effectually restrain if sin 
be not adequately punished. 

He must punish them, because he can no 
more leave them free to plague and to ruin 
their fellow-creatures than a just and good 
sovereign would let loose all the incarcerated 
felons of the empire to rob and murder their 
fellow-subjects. 

Lastly, he must punish them, because he 
has mercifully warned them that he will do 
so ; and he cannot lie. 

For these reasons the eternal death of sin- 
ners is necessary : and being unable to make 
any atonement they cannot possibly escape. 
But when they were in this condition the 

K 
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eternal Son of God, one with the Father, 
assumed by his Father's appointment our 
nature, that he might suffer an accursed death 
in our stead. And this was an adequate 
atonement for our sins. For what was the 
atonement required? Evidently something 
which should glorify God as much as our 
perfect obedience or our eternal punishment 
would have glorified him. Something which, 
as much as our perfect obedience or eternal 
punishment, should manifest his hatred of 
sin, illustrate the perfection of his law, up- 
hold his authority over his subjects, prevent 
their rebellion, and prove his veracity. Re- 
flect now upon the majesty of his Son, the 
eternal Word, God manifest in the flesh, es- 
sentially one with himself, with him the 
creator and preserver of all things, and con- 
template the fact that he died by his Father's 
appointment on account of our sins in our 
stead. Compared with him all the millions 
of the human race who ever existed are less 
than a noxious reptile is compared with them. 
And his death is as much more awful than 
their deaths, as the destruction of the race at 
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the deluge is more awful than the death of 
an insect. Yet when he willed to save sin- 
ners, he must, in order to save them, die. 
Immensely more than the eternal death of 
all the sinners of the world has the death of 
Christ, by the appointment of God, demon- 
strated that God hates iniquity, that he will 
act according to his attributes, that he will 
uphold his authority, that he will secure 
obedience to his law, that he is determined 
not to let his creatures sin, that sinners shall 
neither go unpunished nor be allowed liberty 
to corrupt and injure others, and that he will 
inflict upon them all that he has threatened. 
But since these are the ends of the punish- 
ment of sinners, the sufferings of Christ have 
fulfilled all the ends which would be an- 
swered by our punishment. The holiness, 
justice, and truth of God are more glorified 
by the curse laid on him than they would 
have been by the curse remaining upon us, 
and when we are pardoned freely and fully 
for the sake of Christ, God suffers no dis- 
honour, nor can any of bis creatures imagine 
him on that account to be less holy, just, and 

k2 
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true than he is. On the contrary, all who 
believe in the vicarious sufferings of Christ 
must have more enlarged and awful views of 
his holiness, justice, and truth than they could 
otherwise have attained; inasmuch as the 
death of Christ is a more awful penalty for 
sin than any other which they can imagine. 
As therefore God is more glorified by the 
sufferings of Christ than by our eternal death, 
and all the ends to be answered by our 
punishment are secured by his enduring it in 
our stead, his death is a complete atonement; 
and nothing can now hinder the entire and 
instant pardon of believers for his sake. His 
death is our ransom. " Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us" 

Utterly without foundation is the Socinian 
idea that this transaction was unjust, because 
the innocent was made to suffer for the 
guilty. According to their own doctrine he 
did suffer for the guilty, for they admit him to 
have been faultless, and assert that he suffered 
as an example of virtue to mankind. But 
to inflict suffering upon a faultless person 
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that he might set us a high example, is 
the same thing with respect to justice as to 
inflict suffering upon him that he might make 
an atonement for us. In both cases the suffer- 
ings are vicarious, and if it was unjust to 
inflict suffering upon him as our Redeemer, 
it was equally unjust to inflict suffering upon 
him as our example. But in truth his vi- 
carious sufferings were appointed by the 
Father without the slightest injustice. He 
himself chose to suffer. Hear his own words. 
" / am the good Shepherd, the good Shep- 
herd giveth his life for the sheep. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of my- 
self. 9 ' 1 " The Son of Man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost" 2 "I delight to 
do thy will, O my God" 3 

Hear what other Scriptures say of his 
sufferings ; " Christ loved the church and gave 
himself for it. He shall see of the travail of 
his soul and shall be satisfied." 4 " How was 
it unjust in the Father to permit him, out of 
his love to sinners, to save millions by his death 

1 John x. 11, 18. * Luke xix. 10. * Psalm xl. 6-8. 
4 Ephesians v. 25. Isaiah liii. 11. 
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who without his death would have perished ? 
Why should not the Father allow him to 
witness their eternal glory and bliss as the 
consequences of his love, and to rejoice for 
ever in their adoration and devotedness ? 

But though it was just to permit him to 
atone, it would be unjust now to deprive him 
of the fruits of his atonement. Since he has 
suffered, by the appointment of the Father, in 
the place of believers, they cannot be called 
to suffer. Since he bore their punishment, 
no punishment can remain for them to bear. 
To pardon them is become an act of justice 
to him, " whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteousness^/ the remission of 
sins that are passed through the forbearance 
of God, to declare, I say, at this time, his 

RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT HE MIGHT BE JUST, 

and the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus." 1 It would be an injustice to Christ, 
if, after he has paid the required ransom for 
the liberation of his disciples from the curse, 
they should not be liberated from it. As he 

1 Rom. iii, 25, 26. 
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has fulfilled the appointed conditions of their 
liberation, he must receive it as his reward. 
Justice as much demands the deliverance of 
believers who are friends of Christ, as it de- 
mands the destruction of unbelievers who 
are his enemies. The truth of God likewise 
secures the acceptance of the believer, for 
God has said, " By the knowledge of him 
shall my righteous servant justify many 9 for 
he shall bear their iniquities." l And as God 
is true to his threats against those that know 
not Christ, so must he fulfil his promise to 
those who know him, " Who then shall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? 
It is God that justifieth, who is he that 
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea 
rather that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us."* As Christ merits their 
pardon and intercedes for it, while God can 
justly grant it, it is impossible that they 
should fail of obtaining it. " By him all 
that believe are justified from all things"* 

1 Isaiah liii. 11. * Rom viii. 33, 34, 

* Acts xiii. 39. 
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As many as received him, to them gave he 

power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on his name." 1 " There- 

fore we conclude that a man is justified by 

faith without the deeds of the law." 2 

Here let us notice, that since Christ has 
paid the whole ransom required, the pardon 
granted to believers through him must be 
complete. As the ransomed slave was com- 
pletely free from the moment that the ransom 
was paid for him, so is the sinner completely 
free from the curse the moment that he by 
faith secures the application to himself of 
the ransom paid by Christ for sinners. And 
as there is nothing to hinder those whom 
God has fully pardoned from receiving his 
blessing, the moment that a believer is par- 
doned through the blood of Christ, he is 
admitted to all the privileges of an adopted 
child. As soon as the dying thief was par- 
doned he became a child of God and an heir 
of heaven. As soon as Paul was converted 
he became an apostle. The curse being 

1 John i. 12. a Rom. iii. 28. 
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wholly removed from believers by the death 
of Christ, the covenant of grace is at once 
substituted for it, and " all the promises of 
God are yea and amen," to those who are 
forgiven through faith. 

But to whom are these blessings limited ? 
The death of Christ is clearly a ransom suffi- 
cient for the whole guilty race. His death 
is a more awful punishment for sin than the 
eternal death of all who have ever sinned, 
and therefore all might be rescued by it. 
But as pardon is granted to sinners for the 
sake of Christ alone, it is impossible that it 
should be granted to those who dishonour 
him, and for whom he does not intercede. 
Those, therefore, who proudly trust in them- 
selves, not him, those who against all evi- 
dence deny his atonement, those who will 
not confess their need of him, nor seek his 
aid, and those who will not submit to him 
nor serve him, cannot be forgiven for his 
sake. As they dishonour him, neglect him, 
slight him, and by their example lead others 
to do the same, it is impossible that God 

k3 
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should bless their pride and their ingratitude. 
In addition to all their previous sins, they 
have now the sin of rejecting the only Saviour, 
of slighting the astonishing compassion of 
God in sending him, and while " he that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life, 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God abideth on hint." l 
Uunbelievers are doubly condemned, because 
while all their old sins remain inexpiable 
by them, " they tread under foot the Son 
of Gody" who died to expiate them,* 

Let me now entreat you solemnly to con- 
sider your own part in this transaction. 
Have you been redeemed from the curse of 
the law or not ? 

I wish, first, to say a few words to you who 
deny that you have merited the curse of 
God, and therefore cannot admit that you 
have been redeemed from it. As you, my 
dear hearers, neither own your need of Christ, 
nor depend on his merit, nor seek his inter- 

1 John iii. 36. * Heb. x. 20. 
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cession, nor submit to his authority, but 
make his death a riddle which no one can 
explain, a barren dogma which might be 
banished from your creed without sensibly 
affecting it, he cannot intercede for you 
who depise him, nor own you as his disciples 
who deny the redemption which was the 
chief object of his mission. Unable, there- 
fore, to depend on him, you must depend for 
pardon and salvation upon your own merit, 
or, to use the words of the Apostle, you must 
be " of works." " Christ hath become of 
no effect to you." And since the word of 
God declares positively, that as many as 
are of the works of the law are under the 
curse, I know not how you will disprove its 
existence or evade its force. Escape from 
a state of so much sin and danger, and 
heartily acknowledging that the curse pro- 
nounced upon you by the law of God is 
just and right, seek earnestly to participate 
in the blessings of redemption, by exclusive 
trust in the merit and mediation of the Re- 
deemer. 

K 4 
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Lastly, permit me to say a few words to 
you who know that you have been redeemed 
from the curse. Christ has saved you from 
eternal death, by bearing in your place the 
punishment due to you for your sins : a 
deliverance so great, with all the temporal 
and spiritual blessings which accompany it, 
secured for you at such a cost, by such un- 
paralleled kindness, merits a thousand times 
over every possible service which you can 
render to him in return. As the misery from 
which he has saved you is unknown in its 
magnitude, and eternal in its duration, so the 
blessings which he has obtained for you are 
no less vast and enduring. He has made 
you the children of God and the heirs of 
heaven. The price which he has paid for 
your pardon and adoption passes knowledge ; 
and that price is the measure of his kindness 
to you. What adequate returns can you 
make? If you trust him with unbounded 
confidence, if you love him with devoted 
gratitude, if you confess him with courage 
and constancy, if you strive to please him 
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in all that you do and say, if you are kind to 
his friends for his sake, if you seek to make 
him known to your fellow-sinnners, if you 
carefully abstain from all which would do 
him dishonour, if you study diligently his 
word, if you honour his ordinances, and live 
in cheerful obedience to his commands, you 
have simply done a part of your indispen- 
sable duty to him. Not only has he . a right 
to all this service, but you are yourselves be- 
come his property. When he redeemed you 
from the curse, by becoming accursed in 
your stead, he bought you to himself. 1 
Time, talents, knowledge, wealth, rank, in- 
fluence, body, mind, and soul, are all become 
his possessions, to be employed in his enno- 
bling service. All this you know and own. 
You could not deny it if you would; you 
would not if you could. Then recall it 
often, reflect upon it, pray for grace to live 
answerably to it. And while the thought 
that he has redeemed you from the curse 
gives you a rational and solid peace in the 

1 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. Horn. xii. 1. 
Matt. xv. 14—30. 
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contemplation of an omnipresent God, and 
the prospect of a final judgment, let it also 
compel you to live no longer to yourselves, 
but to him who loved you and gave himself 
for you. 



Note* — The foregoing Sermon is the substance of that 
which was preached from this text, the original manuscript 
having been lost. 



SERMON IX. 

THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 

" HE 18 DESPISED AND REJECTED OF MEN, A HAN 
OP SORROWS, AND ACQUAINTED WITH GRIEF." 

Isaiah liii. 3. 

Corrupt by nature and practice, we have 
manifested from childhood a depraved sub- 
jection to our evil propensities. Although 
immortal beings, we have lived chiefly for 
this world; and although dependent upon 
God, we have been self-willed and disobe- 
dient. Repaying him for innumerable mer- 
cies with much ingratitude, we have too little 
studied his word, and notwithstanding his 
most gracious promises to prayer have neg- 
lected to pray. Thus, under the dominion 
of sin, and without either ability to atone for 
our transgressions, or any love to him whom 
we ought to love supremely, we have de- 
served and deserve still the .anger of God. 
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But Jesus Christ has become our Redeemer : 
and no deliverance ever wrought for the 
wretched on earth is comparable to that re- 
demption wrought by him, through which 
innumerable sinners have been made happy 
for ever. 

Had this deliverance been accomplished 
by the mere fiat of Omnipotence, it would 
have deserved all possible gratitude, and ought 
to be celebrated with unceasing praise ; but 
it has, in fact, been effected by a sacrifice 
which much more wonderfully illustrates the 
love of Christ. Sufferings long and keen 
were inflicted on the coequal and coeternal 
Son of God when he lived in our nature 
upon earth. He who was from the begin- 
ning with God and who was God, 1 in whom 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,* 
who was God manifest in the flesh, 8 the 
mighty God, the everlasting Father, 4 Jehovah 
our righteousness, 5 by whom and for whom 
all things were created, 8 and who upholds all 

> John i. 1. » Col. ii. 9. 

* 1 Tim. iii. 16. 4 Isaiah ix. 6. 

* Jer. xxiii. 6. 6 Col. i. 16. Heb. i. 2. 
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things by the word of his power, 1 came 
down to this- world not to be crowned its 
monarch or adored as its God, not to re- 
ceive the hosannahs of the loyal and to see 
the rebellious bound in chains before his 
throne, but to bear the most complicated 
trials, in an obscure position, cheered by 
little sympathy, and expecting a shameful 
death. 

These sufferings were vicarious. We have 
sinned; and he has borne the punishment 
due to our sins : we have deserved the wrath 
of God; and he who deserved all possible 
glory and bliss endured that wrath in our 
place. "He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities ; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way ; and the Lord 
hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all" 

To ascertain then, as far as we may be 
able by inquiry and meditation, all that he 

1 Heb. i. 3. Col. i, 17. 
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bore for us, is but a small part of the return 
which those whom he has redeemed owe to 
him for his kindness. Sufferings so conde- 
scending and so generous should not be for- 
gotten for a single day ; but still we ought 
to admire on earth, as we know that glorified 
saints do in heaven, that unparalleled love to 
sinners through which he exposed himself to 
be despised and rejected of men, a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief 

The humiliation of Jesus Christ began in 
his incarnation. Had he divested himself of 
his divine glory to appear in the form of an 
archangel for our good, this would have been 
a condescension beyond all praise; but to 
save us the coequal and coeternal Son, who 
was one with the Father, and with him is 
the creator and preserver of all things, as- 
sumed our nature in its present infirm and 
fallen state ; became a child with limited fa- 
culties, liable to fatigue, to pain, to tempta- 
tion, and to death. The Swedish prince who 
was reduced to the necessity of labouring in 
the mines of Delicarlia has received the sym- 
pathy of the world ; the Russian Czar who, 
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to serve his country, wrought as a ship's car- 
penter in the dock-yard of Amsterdam, has 
won its just admiration ; but the temporary 
humiliation of these potentates is no more to 
be compared to the incarnation of the Son of 
God, than the fall of a leaf is to the dissolu- 
tion of a world. 

But the humiliation of Jesus did not ter- 
minate in his assumption of our frail and 
fallen nature. He came expressly to suffer : 
and during his life on earth both bodily and 
mental sufferings, some of them the natural 
consequences of his position, and some of 
them inflicted by Satan, followed each other 
in quick and long succession. From his first 
entrance into the world he was exposed to 
the contempt of the rich and* great, by the 
obscure place which he had from eternity 
chosen to occupy* As the world then, no 
less than now, valued rank and wealth, so the 
Jews especially were looking for a Messiah 
whose splendour would eclipse the magnifi- 
cence of Caesar, and the limits of whose do- 
minion should surpass all the frontiers of 
the Roman empire. What unmeasured scorn, 
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what inexhaustible ridicule, what malignant 
hatred did he prepare for himself, when, in 
his heavenly bliss, before his incarnation, he 
determined that his mother should be a lowly 
peasant, his step-father a Galilean carpenter, 
and his dwelling a cottage in the despicable 
town of Nazareth, 1 where for many years he 
would himself labour as a poor mechanic, 2 

If we are possessed of the comforts of life, 
it ought to affect us deeply to reflect that our 
Redeemer lived for thirty years in a poor 
cottage, working for his daily bread, and 
content with such rude fare as the wages of 
a carpenter could supply. And if the 
thought occurs to us that the life of a cot- 
tage may be happier than the life of a pa- 
lace, when piety, intelligence, and warm 
affections combine with health and plenty to 
bless the peasant's home, we should recollect 
that the perfection of Jesus made the contrast 
between himself and others more painful to 
him. Never was there one on earth with af- 
fections so tender and with sympathies so 

1 John i. 46. Luke vi. 16—29. 
* Mark vi. 3. 
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universal ; but his affections existed in per- 
fection only to be wounded, and his sym- 
pathy rendered him all the more accessible 
to sorrow. To good men the sight of evil 
is painful in proportion to their excellence. 
When Moses saw his people worshipping the 
golden calf, he indignantly dashed to the 
ground the tables of the law written with 
the finger of God. 1 When Lot beheld the 
atheistic wickedness of Sodom, " he vexed 
his righteous soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds." * Elijah's grief at the un- 
godliness of Israel made him wish to die. 3 
When the Psalmist marked the corruption 
of society in his day, he exclaimed, " Rivers 
of waters run down mine eyes because men 
keep not thy laws."* And Jeremiah thus 
mourned over the sin and punishment of his 
contemporaries : " Oh that my head were 
waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears 9 
that I might weep day and night for the 
slain of the daughters of my people ! Oh 
that I had in the wilderness a lodging-place 

1 Exod. xxxii. 19 a 2 Pet. ii. 8. 

8 1 Kings xix. 4. 4 Psalm cxix. 136. 
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of wayfaring men, that I might leave my 
people and go from them." l If the wicked- 
ness of men was thus the source of grief to 
those who were themselves imperfect, how 
much more did similar wickedness affect 
the heart of Jesus. Of perfect wisdom, he 
was vexed to see a general ignorance of the 
most important truths, debasing superstitions 
substituted for religion, and myriads sunk 
so low as to glory in their folly. If he was 
so loyal to truth that he could not tolerate a 
falsehood, and bore testimony to truth when 
it was to nail him to the cross, he saw with 
continual grief that men were employing 
falsehood, whenever it served their interests 
or their passions, till religion itself was bu- 
ried beneath a deluge of hypocrisy. His love 
of justice made him regard with more lively 
indignation than others the oppression which 
the weak suffered from the strong through- 
out all the gradations of society. Pure and 
temperate, he could not but mourn over the 
misery occasioned by prevailing licentiousness 

• Jer. ix. 1, 2. 
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and excess. His zeal for God made him 
abhor the profanity and practical atheism 
which evinced that mankind were under the 
dominion of Satan ; and his sympathy for his 
fellow-creatures made him feel the sufferings 
of the sick and poor, of the friendless and 
the dying, as if they had been his own. If 
he withdrew his attention from the idolatry 
and atheism, the violence and the misery of 
the Roman empire, to observe the state of 
his own neighbourhood, it was to witness 
the habits of those Nazarenes, respecting 
whom the candid and guileless Nathaniel 
thought it no breach of charity to say, 
" Can any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth?" 1 and if he sought to hide himself 
from the ungodliness of the world within 
the sanctuary of home, even there he had 
the pain of observing that his own brethren 
did not believe in him. 2 

Long, therefore, before Jesus emerged from 
his obscurity, he had become a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief; but from 

1 John i. 46. ' John vii. 5. 
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this epoch his experience was to become more 
severe. 

Scarcely was he baptized, when, retiring 
into the wilderness, he was exposed to the 
malignity of Satan. There for forty days 
did that apostate angel assault him in vain 
with blasphemous and wicked thoughts ; ! and 
when, after having repelled the three final 
temptations, he was left by the baffled 
tempter, it was only to enter on a new 
conflict with him. It was Satan who ex- 
cited against Jesus the furious hatred of the 
Jews. 2 It was he who put it into the heart 
of Judas to betray him ; 3 and it was he who 
roused that storm of indignation and hatred, 
which ultimately occasioned his death. 4 

When, after his victory in the desert, he 
began his public life, he assumed no dignity, 
he affected no magnificence, he exhibited no 
wealth ; but, discarding all pomp and power, 
he chose four fishermen to be his first com- 
panions, 5 to whom he afterwards added eight 

1 Mark i. 13. * John viii. 44. 

» John xiii. 2, 27. 4 John xiv, 80. Luke xxii. 53. 
4 Matt. iv. 18— 22. 
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others of a similar rank; and thus formed 
that company of twelve apostles, out of 
whom there does not appear to have been 
one whose station, education, or talent was 
calculated to throw the least lustre on his 
cause. 1 With these poor companions he made 
long and repeated tours on foot through the 
towns and villages of Galilee, to preach the 
gospel and to heal the sick, contenting him- 
self every where with such uncomfortable 
lodging and such simple fare as the casual 
hospitality of poor cottagers could afford to 
him.* When he returned from these circuits 
to Capernaum, the chief scene of his minis- 
try, he was sometimes so incessantly occu- 
pied in teaching the multitudes, that he had 
no time to take his food. 3 Twice, at least, 
after a day of toil he spent the whole night 
in prayer: 4 and once, when he had been 
labouring throughout the day, he was so ex- 
hausted with fatigue, that when the waves 
were bursting over his reeling and groaning 

1 Luke vi. 13. a Matt. iv. 23 ; xii, 15. Luke viii. 1—3. 
Matt. ix. 35 ; xi. 1 ; xv. 29 ; xix. 1, 2. 9 Mark iii. 20, 
21 ; vi. 31. 4 Luke vi. 12. Matt. xiv. 23—25. 
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vessel as it struggled with the storm, he was 
lying buried in a profound sleep upon the 
deck. 1 During this part of his life he was 
so poor, though the world with all its riches 
were the work of his hands, as to depend for 
the supply of his daily wants on the contri- 
butions of some of his disciples. 2 And when 
one, who was dazzled by the sight of his 
miracles, declared too hastily that he would 
follow him whithersoever he went, he re- 
plied, u The foxes have holes, and the birds 
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
hath not where to lay his head. 9 ' 3 We enjoy 
rest when we are weary, but our Maker, 
Monarch, and Saviour, when he was on 
earth, was incessantly travelling on foot, be- 
neath the burning sun, to preach the gospel ; 
we sleep after our day's labour in peace, he 
watched sometimes through the whole night 
in prayer; we have incomes which amply 
supply our wants, he depended upon alms; 
we have comfortable homes, he had not a 
resting-place for his head. 

1 Matt. viii. 24. Luke viii. 23. a Luke viii. 1—3. 
8 Matt. viii. 20. 
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To his own privations were added the grief 
which he experienced in witnessing the wants 
and the sorrows of others. When he saw 
the distress of the friends of Lazarus, who 
were weeping at the grave of the departed, 
he burst into tears. 1 In the midst of the 
only triumph which he ever allowed to him- 
self on the earth, he stopped in sight of the 
city whose inhabitants were, as he knew, 
about to accomplish their own ruin by mur- 
dering him, and wept over them. 2 The 
selfish love to withdraw from the sight of 
sorrow, but Jesus Christ sought it out to 
relieve it. Wherever he went, he did not 
enter the pleasant dwellings of the rich, but 
he was speedily surrounded by the diseased 
and the crippled, by those who were afflicted 
by natural calamities, and those who were 
tormented by the devil. 3 The sorrows which 
he relieved he bore ; and ail the afflictions of 
men poured their flood into that great and 
tender heart which soothed the grief of others. 

1 John xi. 33—35. * Luke xix. 41—44. » Matt. iv. 
23, 24 ; viii. 16 ; ix. 35, 36 ; xii. 15 ; xiv. 14, 34—36 ; xv. 
80 ; xxi. 14, &c. &c. 
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The wickedness of men doubtless still more 
affected him. The oppression of the Roman 
power, the flagitious conduct of the rulers, 
the exaction of the publicans, the insolent 
rapacity of the soldiers, the worldliness and 
wide-spread corruption of the priests, which 
had turned the temple of God into a den 
of thieves, the hypocrisy of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, and the Sadducean licentiousness 
which had seized that part of the nation 
which was not enslaved by superstition, must 
have continually saddened him. From this 
wickedness he did not hide in any lovely and 
romantic solitude, where he might gather to 
himself a few devoted friends, delight in the 
contemplation of nature, and converse with 
his Father ; but he confronted it daily with 
energetic opposition. Early in his ministry 
he excited the wrath of the priests, when 
he drove out the traders with their sheep 
and oxen from the courts of the temple, 
and overturning the tables and the bags of 
the mone) r changers, said to them with holy 
indignation, " Take these things hence." 
From the sanctimonious profession of the 
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Pharisees he tore off the mask, declaring 
them, although they were held in the 
highest veneration by the people, to be 
" blind guides," " children of hell," " full 
of hypocrisy and iniquity," " whited sepul- 
chres" filled with rottenness, and a " gene- 
ration of vipers, who could not escape the 
damnation of hell." ! 

Thus throughout his ministry sparing no 
vice, but rebuking every form of evil, and 
demanding, on pain of eternal death, re- 
pentance, faith, and devotedness to God, he 
had to bear the odium which such a dis- 
turbance of the world's ungodliness could not 
but secure. Every where the wicked were the 
great majority, and those who did not repent 
at his rebukes became his enemies. He knew 
it, and his rebukes continued. 

Few among the crowds who witnessed his 
holy life were led to own him as the Messiah. 
With the exception of James, who is termed 
the Lord's brother, we find no Nazarene 
among his disciples. For a time, at least, 

i Matt, xxiii. 15, 24, 27, 28, 83. 
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the members of his own family did not be- 
lieve in him. 1 His apostles had generally 
been strangers to him, till he entered on his 
public career. His life was so blameless as 
to extort the praise of ail persons who were 
not wholly blinded by prejudice, and the 
wisdom of his doctrine was equalled by the 
power of his acts. He healed the sick, he 
rescued demoniacs from the power of Satan, 
he restored the insane to their right mind, 
he gave strength to the palsied frame, he 
healed the else incurable leper, he made 
the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the dumb 
to speak, the lame to walk ; he restored the 
dead to life, he created food in the wilder- 
ness for hungering thousands, he walked on 
the stormy lake, he enabled Peter to do the 
same, and made even the winds and the 
sea to obey him. Thus he demonstrated his 
power over all nature, and gave laws to 
earth and hell ; yet few believed him. When 
the Gadarenes saw two insane demoniacs, who 
had been the terror of their neighbourhood, 

1 John vii. 5. 
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restored by him to sanity and to peace, in- 
stead of begging him to instruct themselves 
and their families, they besought him to de- 
part from them, 1 Man)' of the chief rulers 
believed secretly that he was Christ, but 
through fear of excommunication none ven- 
tured to confess him; 2 and of those who 
seemed to be his disciples, many withdrew 
from him when he unfolded to them the 
doctrine of his atoning sacrifice. 3 Nazareth, 
at which he lived for thirty years, Chorazin, 
Bethsaida, and Capernaum, the chief scenes 
of his ministry, and Jerusalem, which had 
witnessed so many of his miracles, all re- 
jected him : 4 and St John declared of the 
Jewish multitude generally, " Though he had 
done so many miracles before them, yet they 
believed not on him" b Although he left 
heaven for us, suffered for us, laboured for 
us ; although he spake as never man spake, 
and lived as never man lived ; although he 
manifested perfect goodness and divine power, 

1 Luke viii. 37. Mark v. 17 a John xii. 42 ; vii. 48. 

8 John vi. 66. * Matt. x. 20—24 ; xxiii. 37. 

* John xii. 37. 
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all this appealed in vain to hearts which were 
stupefied and besotted by ungodliness: his 
mercy and his power were alike disregarded ; 
and the world rejected its Redeemer with con- 
tempt. 

Resolved, therefore, to oppose him, because 
his wisdom refuted their false doctrines, and 
his holiness condemned their depravity, the 
Pharisees and the priests, with their adhe- 
rents, were obliged to justify their opposition 
by calumny. And blasphemies numerous 
and persevering were accordingly vomited 
forth to degrade his character and to wound 
his heart. Because he healed the sick on the 
Sabbath day, they declared that he was a 
Sabbath-breaker; 1 because he sat down to 
eat with publicans, that he might instruct 
and save them, the Pharisees exclaimed, 
" Behold a gluttonous man and a wine- 
bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners."* 
Although he healed so many demoniacs, they 
were not ashamed to say " He hath a devil, 
and is mad;" 8 and further to express their 

> John ix. 16, 24. » Matt. xL 10. 

» John x. 20. 
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detestation and contempt, they termed him a 
Samaritan, 1 When he pronounced a sinner 
to be forgiven they charged him with blas- 
phemy; 8 and when he wrought miracles, to 
prove his power to forgive sins, they asserted 
that he wrought them as Satan's agent, by 
Satan's power. 3 He who more than all men 
could say, " My meat is to do the will of him 
who sent me/' 4 was accused of breaking his 
commands; he who sought with unceasing 
earnestness to reclaim sinners, was accused of 
loving the Society of profligates ; the source 
of wisdom was pronounced to be insane ; the 
man who gave a higher glory to God than 
all his creatures besides, was branded as a 
blasphemer; and he who forced his way 
through suffering, shame, and hate, to de- 
stroy the works of the devil, was proclaimed 
to be his ally. Had these accusations been 
thrown out against him by some thoughtless 
libertines, they would have been painful to 
endure, but they were gravely and repeatedly 
urged by the most influential part of the 



1 John viii. 48. 


' Matt ix. 8. 


3 Matt. ix. 84. 


4 John iv. 84. 
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nation, by those spiritual teachers whose 
maxims were believed to be scarcely inferior 
to the Scriptures ; by those Scribes and Pha- 
risees who were admired for their wisdom, 
and venerated for their sanctity : so that they 
met him every where, and throughout the 
country excited against him accumulating 
hatred and contempt. 

Of this he was well aware, for when his 
brethren who disbelieved his claim to be the 
Messiah, taunted him for avoiding publicity, 
he replied, " The world cannot hate you, but 
me it hatetk, because I testify of it that the 
works thereof are evil" 1 This hatred was 
manifested soon after he entered on his mi- 
nistry. When he asserted in the synagogue at 
Nazareth that he had a right to dispense his 
favours as he pleased, the wrath of the con- 
gregation was so excited, that rushing out of 
the building they pushed him before them to 
the brow of a neighbouring precipice, whence, 
if he had not escaped their hands, they would 
have dashed him down headlong. 2 It was 

1 John vii. 7. 9 Luke iv. 29, 
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similar enmity which, in various places, 
prompted the Pharisees to ask him ensnaring 
questions ; through which they might either 
undermine his influence by accusing him 
to the people, or take away his life by ac- 
cusing him to the government. 1 When their 
schemes were baffled by his wisdom, this only 
added to their anger. In one place, where 
he healed a paralytic sufferer on the Sabbath, 
they were filled with madness, and the Pha- 
risees conspired with the Herodians to take 
his life. 2 A similar cause led the Jews of 
Jerusalem to meditate his destruction. 3 In- 
deed, so dfetermined were they to effect his 
murder, that he quitted Judea, and retired 
into the obscurer parts of Galilee for safety. 4 
When he again visited the capital, the chief 
priests joined in the endeavour to apprehend 
him. 5 Several times the rage of the prin- 
cipal Jews broke through all restraint. 
Once, when he used these remarkable words, 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, before Abra- 

1 Matt. xii. 10. Luke xi. 53, 54. Matt. xxii. 15. 

8 Matt. xii. 14. Mark iii. 6. Luke vi. 6— 11. 

3 John vi. 18. 4 John vii. 1. * John vii. 30, 32. 
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ham was I am" they took up stones to stone 
him as a blasphemer ; 1 and again, when he 
declared to them, " / and my Father are 
one" they endeavoured to stone him to death 
on the spot ; 2 and at length these abortive 
efforts ended in that settled plan for his judi- 
cial murder which was permitted to triumph. 3 
Thus, wherever he travelled to accomplish ] 

his works of mercy, he was met by a deep 
and growing hatred, arising partly from 
prejudice and partly from jealousy, which 
wounded his feelings and rendered his life 
insecure. 

While the period of his active ministry ex- I 

hibited still more distinctly than his previous j 

course had done, that he was, according to j 

prophecy, " a* man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief," the most complete and affecting ] 

fulfilment of the prediction was reserved for i 

the closing scenes of his life. As his end 
drew near, he entered the city of Jerusalem 
amidst the hosannas of excited multitudes, 
and having a second time cleared the temple 

1 John viii. 68. 9 John x. 81—39. 

3 John xi. 53. 
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of the traders who were again desecrating 
it with their traffic, wrought many mira- 
cles, instructed the people, silenced his ad- 
versaries, and at length retired to an upper 
chamber to eat the passover with his dis- 
ciples. There, as he washed their feet, to 
teach them by his example to fulfil the offices 
of lowly kindness to one another, how bitter 
was it to his heart to reflect, that, before that 
night was ended, one of those disciples would 
betray him, another would deny him, and all 
would desert him. Imagine the emotion of 
his loving and faithful heart when, on that 
occasion, he said to those chosen friends, 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of 
you shall betray me." l Conceive with what 
feelings he looked at Peter, one of the most 
courageous of them all, who was boasting 
that he would lay down his life for his sake, 
while he made to him the following an- 
nouncement : " Wilt thou lay down thy life 
for my sake ? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
. the cock shall not crow till thou hast denied 

1 John xiii. 21. 
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me thrice." 1 Nor were his feelings less 
poignant when he added, " All ye shall be 
offended because of me this night" "Be- 
hold the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that 
ye shall be scattered every man to his own, 
and shall leave me alone."* 

With such oppressive anticipations he en- 
tered on his last night of trouble, resigned to 
the whole will of God, but overwhelmed with 
affliction. After reaching Gethsemane, " he 
took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very 
heavy. Then saith he to them, my soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful, even unto death ; tarry ye 
here and watch with me. And he went a 
little further, and fell on his face and prayed, 
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me ; nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as thou wilt." 3 " And being in an 
agony, he prayed more fervently, and his 
sweat was as it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground"* He had re- 
quested three of the most zealous of his dis- 

1 John xiii. 38. a Matt. xxvi. 31. John xvi. 32. 

9 Matt xxvi. 37—39. * Luke xxii, 44. 
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ciples to watch with him, and when he 
returned to them he found them asleep. 
Meanwhile his enemies slept not, for he was 
yet in prayer among the olive-trees, where his 
streaming tears and his fervent tones testified 
his agony of soul, when the torches and the 
lanterns of the band of Judas were seen wind- 
ing among the trees towards his retirement. 
Upon their arrival at the spot where Jesus 
awaited them, the apostate, true to his hypo- 
crisy, if true to nothing else, approaching 
Jesus, gave the concerted signal for his arrest 
by saying to him, with a traitorous kiss, 
"Hail, Master." 1 

Then followed in rapid succession the 
whole series of outrages which ended in his 
death. At the moment of danger all his 
disciples forsook him. He was then bound, 
and hurried thus in the dead of night to 
Annas, the father-in-law of the high priest, for 
no other purpose apparently than to gratify 
his sleepless malice. Thence he was forced 
on to the palace of Caiaphas, where the 

1 Matt, xx i. 47. 
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priests were assembled in nocturnal conclave 
to receive their prisoner. Here one of the 
servants, who knew the temper of these un- 
righteous judges, inflicted on him the first 
blow, to be so soon followed by every outrage 
which contempt and hatred could inflict. 
False witnesses now gave lying testimony 
against him. The charge of blasphemy was 
renewed, and he was declared to be worthy 
of death. His sentence being thus pro- 
nounced, they blindfolded him, spit on him, 
struck him, and then asked him derisively to 
tell them, as Christ, who inflicted the blow. 
While he was thus the sport of their malice, 
he had the pain of hearing Peter deny several 
times, and once with oaths and curses, that he 
knew him. At the dawn of day he was taken, 
still bound, to Pilate, before whom he was 
represented as a turbulent incendiary, laden 
also with numerous other crimes. By Pilate 
he was transferred to Herod, the tetrarch of 
Galilee, who happened to be then in Jeru- 
salem, because, as a Galilean, he might be 
reckoned within his jurisdiction. That po- 
tentate, with his courtiers, inflicted on him 
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new insults, and having amused himself for 
some time by deriding the Lord of Glory, 
remitted him for trial to Pilate. Here no 
advocate pleaded his cause, no witnesses were 
called in his defence, not a single friend 
maintained his innocence ; and though Pilate 
was convinced that he was without fault, and 
feebly attempted to save his life, yet when he 
heard the people, whose fury was heightened 
by the example and authority of the priests, 
prefer the murderer Barabbas, and vociferate, 
in answer to all his suggestions in his favour, 
" Away with him, away with him, crucify 
him, crucify him," then with the profligacy 
of fear he commanded him to be scourged, 
and sentenced him to the death of the cross. 
When he was thus placed in the hands of the 
Roman soldiers as an upstart and spiritless 
pretender to the throne of Judea, an enemy 
of their emperor and of their nation, they 
could not satiate their malevolent contempt 
They put on him the imperial purple, 
they tore his brow with a crown of thorns, 
they forced him to hold a reed for a sceptre ; 
and having then in derision bowed before the 
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pretender to regal dignity, they struck him 
on the head and spit in his face. After en- 
during these indignities with inexhaustible 
meekness, he was led with two thieves to the 
place of execution. On his way thither, he 
appears to have fainted with the burden of 
his cross : still he was hurried on, and at nine 
o'clock he was nailed to the instrument of 
torture. 

All this was done by an unexampled co- 
operation of multitudes in shameless injus- 
tice. For he was so innocent, his life was so 
holy, and his miracles were so notorious, that 
any bold appeal to justice would have saved 
his life. If the multitudes who shouted, 
crucify him, crucify him, had insisted on his 
release, Pilate would gladly have gratified 
them : if he or Herod had been humane or 
even just in the slightest degree, either of 
them could have preserved his life: if the 
soldiers and 'their officers had declared that 
they would not execute the murder, Pilate 
would doubtless have been recalled to a sense 
of his duty : or if even a few hundreds of 
those whom he had miraculously fed, or 
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whose relations he had miraculously cured, 
had protested his innocence, Pilate would 
probably have respected their protest. But 
few wished to save him, and of these not one 
had the courage to attempt it. The friend of 
the miserable had no friend to plead his 
cause, the deliverer of the lost found no one to 
strive for his deliverance, and he was nailed 
to the cross. 

Even now his enemies were not satisfied. 
Half naked, pale, exhausted, bleeding, and 
about to die, he was still the object of heart- 
less derision* The people, the soldiers, the 
priests, the passers by, and even the crucified 
thieves continued to insult him. Idolaters 
and believers in revelation, Romans and Jews, 
princes, priests, and people, soldiers and ci- 
vilians, rich and poor, learned and illiterate, 
devout and profane, were animated with in- 
extinguishable hatred of their Redeemer. The 
whole world seemed to be represented there, 
so miscellaneous was that gathered throng; 
and all rivalled each other in casting shame 
on the greatest and wisest of beings, who had 
left the glory of heaven and the adoration of 
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angels for their welfare. All inflicted pain 
on one who had renounced bliss to restore 
happiness to the miserable; and all poured 
the heartiest execration on him who was 
worthy to be blessed, loved, and adored by 
the whole world. The model of all excel- 
lence, the world's liberator and redeemer, 
whose whole life had been spent in doing 
good, was declared unfit to live. The hie- 
rarchy of heaven would have thought them- 
selves unworthy of the honour of serving 
him ; and men executed him between two 
thieves. God was about to place him on the 
throne of the universe ; and sinners whom 
he came to save fastened him to the cross, to 
be derided in his dying moments as a con- 
temptible impostor by the crowds who visited 
the spot. No benefactor of the race ever 
merited so much affection ; no unprincipled 
oppressor ever experienced such contempt 
and hatred. If every one of that multitude 
had been willing to die in his defence, that 
would have been less gratitude than he de- 
served ; and there were few among them who 
did not exult in his murder. The most san- 
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guinary tyrants, when fallen, have awakened 
sympathy, but when the Saviour of sinners 
was suffering intense agony of mind and 
body, he saw with his dying eye nothing but 
contemptuous sneers, and the4)pst accents 
which fell upon his ear were those of ridicule 
or of execration. A fiend incarnate would 
not have excited to much malignity. At his 
word the solid earth would have opened its 
jaws and swallowed up his persecutors as it 
once entombed Korah, Dathan, and Abiram ; 
a single wish of his would have brought down 
such fire from heaven to consume them as 
that which once enveloped the less guilty 
inhabitants of Sodom ; had he permitted it, 
legions of glorious beings, the least of which 
was like that angel who in one night laid 
dead in their tents one hundred and eighty- 
five thousand of the Assyrian invaders of 
Judea, would have burst into terrible reful- 
gence to inflict whatever penal tortures he 
adjudged to those exulting blasphemers ; but 
when he hung there in silent endurance, his 
inexhaustible forbearance was imputed to 
weakness. The love to us, which would not 
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permit him to lessen or to abridge his aton- 
ing sufferings, confirmed their belief that he 
was an impostor; and when men were ad- 
ding to his pain by their contempt and malice, 
his Father itemed likewise to abandon him. 
Grief has unseated reason, impelled to frantic 
suicide, or broken the heart; but no grief 
probably which has ever been experienced 
upon earth was comparable to the misery of 
that moment, when, before all his enemies, 
and to complete, as it seemed, their triumph, 
the strong, the patient, the all-enduring Son 
of God exclaimed, " My God, My God, why 

HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME ?" 

These sufferings the Lord Jesus Christ en- 
dured for us. Our sins of heart and life 
have condemned us to the just wrath of God. 
We have dishonoured him, and he has with- 
drawn his favour from us ; we have neglected 
him, and he might justly abandon us; we 
have been alienated from him, and he can- 
not but abhor our enmity. All this was fore- 
seen : and Christ by a prospective atonement 
endured the punishment now due to us for 
our sins. Nothing but those sufferings hinders 



r 
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our eternal death ; the justice, the mercy, the 
truth, and the wisdom of God permitting that 
we should be punished, for they have per- 
mitted the punishment of the fallen angels : 
but Christ has suffered the punishment now 
due to our sins. And he therefore demands 
from us that we acknowledge our need of 
him, confessing that without him we must 
perish, that we repent of our sins which have 
caused his death, that we believe his love and 
his merit, that we trust him to save us from 
the wrath of God, from the malice of Satan, 
from eternal death, and from all evil passions 
and habits ; that we openly confess him to be 
our Saviour and our Lord, that we cheerfully 
take his yoke and obey his laws, that we su- 
premely love him, and that we live to give 
him glory. All this he demands from us as 
a small return for that incomparable love 
which impelled him to suffer so much in our 
behalf. Are you doing this? Will you do 
it ? If not, you are indifferent to the greatest 
act of mercy which the world has ever wit- 
nessed. You are slighting the love of God 
the Father who sent his Son to die for you ; 
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you are slighting the almighty and most 
compassionate Saviour who would have bles- 
sed you ; you are slighting the Spirit of God 
who would change your heart and sanctify 
you if you heartily sought it ; you are slight- 
ing heaven, which can only be obtained by 
faith; you are slighting the invitations and 
promises, the warnings and threatenings of 
God in his word, which have in vain urged 
you to turn to him; and it is impossible that 
he should overlook all this. God the Father 
honours and loves the Lord Jesus Christ for 
his " obedience unto death ;" and will not 
pardon unbelief and impenitence which ma- 
nifest the most criminal ingratitude towards 
him. " He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life, and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him" 1 "If the word spoken by 
angels was steadfast, and every transgression 
received its just recompense of reward, how 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salva- 
tion ?" * " If any man love not the Lord Jesus 

1 1 John iii. 36. » Hebrews xi. 2, 3. 
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Christ, let him be anathema maranqtJia." 1 
Repent then, if you have been impenitent, 
believe if you have been unbelieving, confess 
your guilt if you have been self-righteous, 
trust him alone if you have trusted your- 
selves, take his yoke upon you if you have 
been self-willed, confess him openly to be 
your Saviour and Lord, seek entire confor* 
mity to his will, and give him all possible 
glory in your lives ; so may you meet him 
with joy when you die. 

But if we do trust in him for our eternal 
happiness, let us recall often the sufferings 
which he has borne for us. When he directed 
us to eat and to drink the bread and the wine 
which are the appointed memorials of his death, 
he said, " Do this in remembrance of me :" * 
was not this to show that he wishes us continu- 
ally to remember what he has suffered? Such 
love ought not to be forgotten. Think of his 
sufferings in every gay and tempting scene, 
that you may be serious and watchful ; think 
of them when you are afflicted, that you 

r 1 Cor. xvi. 22. * 1 Cor. xi. 23—26. 
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may be patient; think of them when you 
are oppressed with guilt, that its burden 
may be removed ; think of them when you 
are tempted, that you may be faithful ; think 
of them when your gratitude and zeal are 
languishing, that you may revive. Never in 
any scene, or on any occasion, to the end of 
life, forget what he has suffered for you. 

Then, as you contemplate him bearing 
his heavy cross from the Praetorium, where 
the soldiers insulted him, to Golgotha, where 
they nailed his living limbs to the solid wood, 
welcome to your hearts his words, " If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me." 1 
What sin will you not renounce, what evil 
temper will you not mortify, what ungrateful 
and undutiful pursuit will you not cheerfully 
relinquish, when you think how he suffered 
to save your souls, to secure your obedience, 
and to win your hearts ? 

And if the cross which he calls you to 
bear be something more than the renuncia- 

1 Matt. xvi. 24. Luke xiv. 26, 27, 83. John xii, 26. 
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tion of all evil, you will not be impatient at 
it. What if, because you serve Christ, the 
world should blame or hate you? Think 
again of his sufferings. They called him a 
sinner, a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans, 
a demoniac, a madman, a blasphemer, and 
an agent of the devil. They contradicted 
him, they blasphemed him, they repeatedly 
sought his life, and at length, after every 
expression of hatred and contempt, they 
crucified him between two thieves. Think 
of all this ; and then reflect on what he has 
said to you, "Behold, I send you forth as 
sheep in the midst of wolves. . . . Ye shall 
be hated of all men for my name's sake. It 
is enough for the disciple that he be as his 
master, and the servant as his lord : if they 
have called the master of the house Beel- 
zebub, how much more shall they call them 
of his household? Think not that I am 
come to send peace on &arth : I came not to 
send peace, but a sword. For I am come to 
set a man at variance against his father, and 
the daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law : 

M 2 
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and a man's foes shall be they of his own 
household." l " If they have persecuted me 
they will also persecute you" 2 Then take 
up this cross too, and "forasmuch as Christ 
hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm your- 
selves also with the same mind." 9 Expect 
that you should be misunderstood, and that 
the world should blame you. As your doc- 
trines, your aims, and your conduct condemn 
the world, you ought not to be surprised if 
you are condemned by them; but bear this for 
Christ's 6ake with good temper and cheerful- 
ness. Seek rather to be meek and gentle, 
to be merciful and forgiving as he was ; and 
let them know that you are his disciples by 
the resemblance which you bear to him. 

Lastly, as Jesus pressed on towards the 
redemption of his people and the possession 
of his crown, through labour and hardship, 
through contempt and hatred, through dis- 
couragement and suffering, never for one 
hour forgetting the great object of his life, 
and never for one moment tempted to aban- 

1 Matt. x. 16, 22, 24, 25, 34-86. * John xv. 20. 

3 1 Pet. iv. 1. 
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don it, so press on, press on, through joy 
and sorrow, through honour and shame, 
through pleasure and pain, through the 
world's allurements and the world's con- 
tempt, to secure the crown which his suffer- 
ings have purchased for you. Determine to 
win heaven, whatever it may cost you, and 
make your eternal inheritance secure. "Con- 
sidering him who endured such contradiction 
of sinners against himself" 1 pursue your 
great object with a decision which no enmity 
can daunt, and with a diligence which no 
temptations can relax : and " laying aside 
every weight and the sin which doth so easily 
beset you 9 run with patience the race set be- 
fore yOUj LOOKING UNTO JESUS."* 

1 Heb. xii. 3. * Heb. xii. 1, 2. 



SERMON X. 

THE LAST JUDGMENT, 

" THESE SHALL 00 AWAY INTO EVEBLASTING PUNISH- 
MENT, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS INTO LIFE ETERNAL." 

Matt. xxv. 46. 

If it is an awful thing to die, it must be 
likewise awful to live, for life is leading us 
to death. Prosperous or distressed, old or 
young, in the pride of ruddy health, or every 
day renewing a hopeless contest with gather- 
ing infirmities, we are all hurrying to disso- 
lution. Our few remaining hours are be- 
coming fewer ; our little strength grows less ; 
and as our friends are successively carried to 
the grave, they seem to say to each of us, 
" You must come soon." And death is 
awful. Not because the soul can look no 
more through the eye, nor listen through 
the ear ; not because the arm of the mighty 
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is then motionless, and the tongue of the 
eloquent dumb ; not because then the cham- 
ber is darkened, the gay are scared away as 
by a pestilence, the kind weep helplessly, 
and the tomb must close over the dead ; but 
because it is a new birth into an active and 
intense existence, in a world where sleep and 
change never come ; and where every object 
and habit, every joy and sorrow, is eternal. 
At that solemn hour, into what kind of ex- 
istence shall we be born? The text may 
enable us to decide. 

" When the Son of Man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory : 
and before him shall be gathered all nations ; 
and he shall separate them one from another, 
as a shepherd dimdeih his sheep from the 
goats : and he shall set the sheep on his 
right hand, but the goats on the left." Thus 
all the nations of the earth, to whom the 
gospel has been preached, will then be di- 
vided by their Judge into two classes, and 
be placed the one on his left hand, and the 
other on his right; when he, the despised 
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Nazarene, whom priests and people, gover- 
nors and subjects, officers and soldiers, Ro- 
man and Jew, derided, execrated, and mur- 
dered, now on his " great white throne," from 
which heaven and earth will flee away, with 
a countenance like the sun shining in its 
strength, shall declare of the multitude on 
his left hand, " These shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into 
life eternal." 

Observe, that since all the nations are to 
be divided into these two companies, we 
must inevitably belong to one of them ; and 
as our place there will be determined by our 
characters now, we are at this moment either 
sinking towards everlasting punishment, or 
ascending towards everlasting life. 

With all the seriousness, therefore, which 
becomes an investigation into matters so mo- 
mentous, not to others only, but to ourselves, 
let us first contrast these two conditions ; and 
secondly consider the two classes to which 
they will respectively belong. 

I. The multitudes of the ungodly, who 
will be placed at the left hand of their 
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Judge, will wake up, at the trumpet of the 
archangel, from many graves. Whether 
they are now tenants of palaces, or wan- 
derers without a home ; whether their talents 
are flattered by a nation's applause, or whe- 
ther, with tastes and capacities scarcely su- 
perior to brutes, they seek their happiness 
in vicious excess; whether they rise to en- 
vied power, or toil in degrading bondage ; 
whether they blaspheme life away, struck 
down upon the field of battle, or sink on a 
silken couch into the grasp of death ; whe- 
ther they are scorched at the line, or frozen 
amidst arctic snows; civilized or savage, 
men, women, and children, they must all 
stand before Jesus Christ, to hear him pro- 
nounce their sentence to everlasting punish- 
ment. The punishment will be doubtless as 
varied as their characters, adapted to the 
exact measure of their respective turpitude, 
but in every case eternal : " These shall go 
away into everlasting punishment" 

All that God has revealed of the punish- 
ment of the ungodly proves that it must 
be eternal. They must lie under his 

M 3 
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curse: 1 and a curse has no mercy in it. 
They must be as chaff in unquenchable 
fire: 2 and a punishment like unquenchable 
fire can have no end. They are not to be 
forgiven either in this world or in that 
which is to come; never to have forgive- 
ness. 3 They are to be gathered as bundles 
of weeds for the flames: 4 and consumed 
weeds can never blossom more. Beneath 
the weight of Christ's anger they are to be 
ground to powder: 5 and a punishment which 
resembles being ground to powder must be 
irremediable. They are to endure the wrath 
of God without mixture: 6 and wrath with- 
out mixture of mercy allows no hope. Their 
punishment is to gnaw them like a worm 
which never dies: 7 then it can never end. 
It is a punishment so lasting, that it had 
been better for him who bears it never to 
have been born: 8 and this excludes the 



1 Matt. xxv. 41. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Gal. Hi. 10. 
* Matt. Hi. 12. « Matt. xii. 32. 

4 Matt. xiu. 30, 40. * Matt. xxi. 44. 

e Rev. xiv. 10. 7 Mark ix. 44. 

8 Matt, xxvi. 24. 
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thought of an ultimate restoration; for if 
life ends, after a limited punishment, in eter- 
nal blessedness, it is far better to have lived 
than not to have lived. It is to be tor* 
mented day and night for ages of aged/ 
It is eternal damnation, eternal destruction, 
eternal fire.* It is a punishment as lasting 
as language could describe, for there are no 
terms in the Greek language more emphatic 
to express eternity, than those by which the 
scriptures denote the duration of this punish- 
ment. It is a punishment as long as the 
blessedness of saints and as the life of God : 
for the duration of the blessedness of saints, 
and of the eternity of God, is expressed in 
no other terms. 

" Impossible," have some exclaimed; "God 
is too just and good to sentence his children 
to everlasting misery for a few sins, com- 
mitted through their infirmity, under the 
pressure of strong temptations, and during 
a very short life." But God has said that 
he will do so. No reasonings, therefore, can 

> Rev. xx. 10, 14, 15 ; xxi. 8. 
3 Mark iii. 29. 2 Thess. i. 9. Matt. xxv. 41. 
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set aside his own declarations; and since his 
warnings are unequivocal, it is far better 
for those whom they address to seek by all 
means to avert them, than to put to the 
test of experience whether they are true or 
false. From the word of God there is no 
appeal. God will fulfil whatever he has 
said ; and if men blame him for it, they 
must answer for their temerity. But the 
certainty of the eternal punishment of sin- 
ners rests not only upon the positive decla- 
rations of scripture. His justice and his 
love, presumptuously appealed to against 
that punishment, do, in fact, prescribe and 
secure it. 

Who can determine the guilt of one who 
lives and dies in impenitent alienation from 
God? If ingratitude is rightly measured 
by the excellence of the person to whom we 
are ungrateful, by the number of his benefits, 
and by the greatness of his love, then, since 
the excellence of God is infinite, since his 
benefits are innumerable, and his kindness 
such that he gave his Son to die for us, the 
guilt of the ungrateful sinner must be il- 
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limitable. We ought to love him with per- 
fect love, and serve him with all our facul- 
ties through every moment of our being ; 
for he has given his Son to die for us; he 
has offered the aid of his Spirit to sanctify 
us; he has constructed his word to warn, 
instruct, and cheer us ; he has provided for 
us, if we will accept it, eternal blessedness 
and glory in heaven, all in his boundless love 
and grace ; and if instead of loving him we 
persevere in a proud ingratitude, despising 
the sufferings and love of Christ, rejecting 
the Spirit's proffered aid, repelling the in- 
structions of his word, and choosing to be the 
slaves of sin, I know not how our sin is to be 
measured. Who can prove that it is not 
as infinite as the being against whom it is 
committed, as the love which it has despised, 
and as the blessings upon which it has tram- 
pled? But were the limits of the sinner's 
present guilt ascertainable, this could afford 
him no solid hope. That sin must receive 
its merited punishment is proved by the exile 
of Adam from Eden, by the deluge, by the 
flames of Sodom, by the doom of the lost 
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angels, by the groans of a toiling, struggling, 
death-stricken world, by the records of Pro- 
vidence, by the forebodings of conscience, 
and by the predictions of the word of God. 
Now if sin is to be punished at all, it must 
be punished so long as it continues. No 
rebel can be received into his sovereign's 
favour so long as he is still in arms. No 
sinner can be pardoned so long as he deter- 
mines still to sin. And, alas ! the rebellion 
of lost sinners is eternal. There is no wilder 
fancy than that men can repent in hell. The 
chief command of God is, that we love him 
with all our heart, and the chief disobedience 
is, that we withhold from him that love. 
But what, is to induce the tormented soul 
sentenced to perdition, associated with devils, 
deprived of the means of grace, without a 
moment's alleviation of its misery, to love 
him through whose just sentence it is suffer- 
ing ? The beneficent constitution of nature, 
the unfailing bounties of Providence, and the 
surpassing mercy of the gospel, all solicited 
him through his life in vain; and now 
that he is tormented by unmitigated wrath, 
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will he begin to love the avenger ? When 
the rich man in torment implored a drop 
of water to cool his burning tongue, and 
it was refused, did that refusal, though just, 
kindle affection towards the awful judge, by 
whose order it was refused ? No ! torment 
never yet made the criminal love his torturer. 
And since the sinner's enmity, still growing 
on for ever, must demand a commensurate 
penalty, his punishment must be as eternal 
as his sin. 

And were it otherwise, sinners would still 
be miserable for ever. If the Almighty God 
could, in justice, have forborne to perpetuate 
their punishment, and should merely leave 
them to reap the harvest which they have 
sown, their misery would still be eternal. 
Adjudged by the righteous sentence of God 
to dwell after death with those whose society 
and whose service they chose on earth, a 
sinner after death finds himself with a nature 
now perfect in wickedness among others as 
wicked as himself. Here habit, example, 
universal custom, exercise an undivided in- 
fluence to rivet and confirm every evil dis- 
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position. And if God merely withhold that 
converting grace, which alone can change 
his heart, and which he slighted on earth, 
then, without any penal suffering inflicted by 
the hand of God, and simply left to himself 
and his chosen companions, he must become 
worse and more miserable, self-doomed, and 
self-tormented throughout eternity. 

But to a christian mind, the most over- 
whelming and indisputable proof that a sinner 
deserves, and therefore may suffer eternal 
punishment, is, that to save him from that 
punishment Christ was pleased to die. 

To one who recollects that he is the eternal 
Son of God, contrasted with whose divine 
Majesty sinners are as noxious insects, and 
compared with whose illimitable empire the 
earth which we inhabit is an atom, his suffer- 
ings and death for sinners must be unintel- 
ligible, on any other supposition than that 
they were doomed to an eternal destruction, 
which nothing but his atoning sacrifice could 
avert. That he should die for those who, 
after a transient punishment, could reach 
everlasting blessedness without his aid, is in- 
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Conceivable. Either, therefore, he did not 
die, or sinners must have died eternally with- 
out him ; but he did die, and therefore sin- 
ners must have died eternally if he had not 
come. And if each sinner would have died 
eternally in the absence of a Saviour, how 
much more must they do so if they reject 
Him who has come to save them. 

All these considerations demonstrate that 
the glorious perfections of God are so far 
from precluding the eternal punishment of 
an impenitent sinner, that they demand it. 
His holiness demands it, because otherwise his 
infinite hatred of sin would be unknown to 
his dishonour as well as to the detriment of 
his intelligent creatures. His justice and his 
goodness demand it ; 1st, because, without it, 
the death of Christ would be, to a great ex- 
tent, rendered superfluous, and his media- 
tion might be rejected with ultimate safety, 
to permit which would be neither good nor 
just towards him who is dearer to the Father 
than all his creatures together: 2ndly, be- 
cause it would be a mischief to the children 
of God in heaven to admit among them any 
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wicked person who would mar their felicity 
and tempt them to sin : 3rdly, because the 
sight of impunity in sin would tempt all 
other intelligent creatures to apostasy : and, 
finally, his truth demands it, because he has 
distinctly declared that it shall be. 

Thus the attributes of God combine with 
the doctrines of his word, to prove that the 
sinner's doom must be eternal. But if so, 
it must be dreadful beyond expression. Eter- 
nal suffering, because it has in it infinity, 
surpasses any conceivable aggregate of finite 
sufferings. Could all the sufferings which 
have been endured on the earth by all its 
inhabitants, through all generations, meet in 
the experience of one miserable being, the 
appalling total would fall short of eternal 
suffering. For as all the sorrows ever en- 
dured on the earth have been finite, and 
many finites do not make up an infinite, all 
human misery must be as much less than the 
future misery of one lost soul, as finite is 
less than infinite. There has been much 
misery in the world. Cain was miserable 
when his Creator told him that his brother's 
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blood had brought on him an omnipresent 
curse : Joseph was miserable when sold to the 
slave dealers who forced him away from his 
parent and from his home: Pharaoh was 
miserable when he saw the returning waters 
of the Red Sea beginning to roll over his 
legions : Saul too was miserable when in the 
hut of the woman of Endor he learned that 
the next day must see his children slain, his 
army routed, his country ruined, and himself 
abandoned to destruction: Belshazzar was 
miserable when pale and trembling he read 
the words of doom, written by the unearthly 
hand upon his palace wall : the ghastly rem- 
nant of the Jews were miserable when doomed 
to indiscriminate slaughter by the Romans 
who had mastered their city: the shrieking in- 
habitants of Sodom were miserable when they 
perished in the flames which consumed their 
dwellings : and the whole race was involved 
in one common misery when they sunk into 
the waters of the deluge. There is also much 
misery in the world still. The African slave 
is miserable, who, as he toils beneath the 
curse and lash of the driver, thinks of the 
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home from which he has been torn, and the 
fields where his childhood wandered: the 
soldier is miserable when life ebbs away on 
the field of battle through the open wounds 
which no friendly hand is there to staunch : 
the husband is miserable who weeps over the 
dead form of his beloved wife ; and the pa- 
rent is miserable who sees his last darling 
child carried to the grave before him. More 
agonizing still are the miseries embittered by 
the stings of conscience : the misery of the 
hypocrite who is detected, execrated, and 
abandoned ; and the misery of the condemned 
felon waiting in his cell for the moment of 
his shameful death. But not these miseries, 
with all those which famine, pestilence, and 
war, which cruelty and oppression, which 
vice and fraud, which disease and want have 
inflicted on our race, would, if summed up 
together, bear any other relation to the eternal 
punishment of one lost sinner than that which 
finite bears to infinite. What a conclusion 
this to a life of self-complacency and pride, 
of pleasure and indulgence, of wealth and 
gaiety, of talent, prosperity, and power ! To 
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suffer for long years and find no end, to 
see years of sorrow multiplied into ages, and 
still find no end, to exhaust ages of ages 
under the curse and be at its beginning still, 
at the close of these countless ages to be un- 
able, with the utmost flight of thought, to 
reach any epoch when the end will be nearer 
than at first ! Most miserable fate ! If 
after these ages of ages spent in pain the 
sinner might at length emerge into happi- 
ness, and his nature regenerate through suf- 
fering, might rise to an existence of light 
and joy, his doom would not be so utterly 
intolerable ; but to seek annihilation, and be 
compelled to live, to implore a moment's 
rest in vain, to beg for the most distant 
gleam of hope, and feel nothing but despair, 
irrecoverably doomed to " eternal damna- 
tion," " eternal fire," " eternal destruction," 
"eternal death," who will be able to bear it? 
But turn to a more animating contempla- 
tion. There will be a second multitude at 
the right hand of the Judge, made up of his 
friends and disciples of every age and coun- 
try, a crowd innumerable, of whom each 
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is destined to be to God as a king and as a 
priest, to enter into the joy of his Lord, to 
reign with light in Christ. 1 Each will then 
have received a glorious form like the glo- 
rious form of Christ ; • gladness will overflow 
each heart; and no imagination can con- 
ceive the force and sweetness of those choral 
hosannas with which triumphant myriads 
will then welcome their omnipotent Re- 
deemer : and their triumph will be eternal. 
No more liable to sickness or decay, but 
strong in immortality, beautiful and bright 
as the morning star, and made capable of a 
spiritual existence in the presence of their 
Saviour, they will be admitted to their hea- 
venly abodes, not as the tribes of Israel, who, 
when they reached the land which flowed 
with milk and honey, found there still ene- 
mies to be conquered and death to be en- 
dured; but to rejoice in a blessed region, 
where enmity and death can never enter. 
In that world of intellect what truths are to 
be developed, what scenes explored ! In that 

1 Rev. i.6. Matt. xxv. 21. Rom. v. 17. 2 Tim ii. 12. 
• Phll.iii.2L ICor. xv. 49. 
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world of affection what characters are to be 
admired, what friends to be loved ! There 
will be no dismal gatherings there around 
the bed of death; for the glorified cannot 
die: there will be no anxious efforts there 
to mitigate sorrow ; for Christ's saints cannot 
suffer, God is there, who has adopted them 
to be his children ; Christ is there, who shed 
his blood to secure their bliss ; and not one 
of all that glorious throng will be vexed by 
a solitary fear that this happiness can ever 
be destroyed by accident, terminated by de- 
cay, or forfeited by sin. 1 

Who can measure the vastness of that 
bliss? There has been intense happiness in 
the world. Happy was Noah when he saw 
that his family were floating with him in 
safety on that shoreless ocean which had 
buried the millions of mankind: happy 
was Abraham when the voice of the angel 
arrested the knife which was to kill his child: 
happy was Joseph when he fell on his fa- 

1 John xvii. 24, 1 Thess. iv. 16, 17. 2 Peter iii. 13. 
Rev. vii. 9—17 ; xxii. 3—5. Psalm vi. 11 ; xvii. 15, 
&c. &c. 
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ther's neck, upon the old man's arrival 
in the land of his prosperity: happy was 
David when, after his victory over the cham- 
pion of Philistia, the grateful multitudes 
shouted, " Saul hath killed his thousands 
and David his ten thousands ;" and when Jo- 
nathan, too generous to feel the pain of 
rivalry, loved him as his own soul: happy 
was Elijah when the chariot of God alighted 
at his side to conduct him deathless to glory: 
happy was Job when the reflux of his com- 
forts obliterated the pain of his calamities : 
happy was Hezekiah when the arm of God 
in one night delivered his country from a 
resistless invader: happy were the three 
noble youths of Judah when they walked 
erect in the raging furnace, which had no 
power to hurt them : and happy was Daniel, 
when the hungry lions round him lay at his 
feet as sheep around their shepherd. There 
is also much happiness on the earth now, 
Happy is the liberated slave the first morn- 
ing which dawns upon his freedom : happy 
is the soldier when he rests from the con- 
flicts in which he maintained the just quarrel 
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of his country : happy is the sailor when he 
recounts by his fire side how the tempest of 
sea and sky raged over his groaning vessel : 
happy is the poet when beneath the sum- 
mer sun he wanders among the loveliest 
solitudes of nature: happy is the patriot 
when his wise and self-sacrificing measures 
spread peace and plenty among the families 
of the land : happy is the careless child who 
sings like the soaring lark and sleeps like 
the lamb after its gambols : happy is the 
youthful husband when he has won his lov- 
ing, virtuous, and lovely bride : happy is the 
parent when he sees his children intelligent, 
amiable, and gay, esteemed by the wise, be- 
nefactors to the sorrowful, beloved by their 
friends, and safe under the care of God : 
happy is the old man whose quiet age is 
adorned with mellowed virtues, blessed with 
universal esteem, and lighted up with the 
hope of glory : happy are all the kind and 
good when their wants are provided for, their 
health is firm, their employments are conge- 
nial, and their hearts contented. But all 
this amount of happiness, together with all 

N 
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the joys that have ever flowed into the hearts 
of men from health and plenty, from know- 
ledge or virtue, from friendship and domestic 
affection, from successful effort and from me- 
rited rewards, from imagination, memory, or 
hope, could they all be concentrated in the 
life of a single man, and be prolonged 
through centuries, would bear to the future 
joy of any one of the disciples of Christ no 
other proportion than that of finite to infinite. 
Of that happiness neither force nor fraud 
can deprive the possessor. It is a blessing 
which cannot be lost by negligence, exhaust- 
ed by prodigality, or plundered by violence. 
It is a life without decay. When ages of 
bliss have been exhausted there will remain 
inexhaustible ages of bliss still to come, and 
if the question occurs to any one of the inha- 
bitants of heaven, whose heart is overflowing 
with transport, whether this bliss can ever 
end, the merit and love of Christ, the attri- 
butes of God, and all his promises, will reply, 
Never, never. There will be eternity in every 
joy: and the blessed company of the re- 
deemed will sing a new song of praise when 
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they reflect that their happiness, intelligence, 
and love, their home, their employments, their 
friendships, their Saviour with all his love, 
their God with his unutterable and unfa- 
thomable perfections, their confidence and 
delight in him, their contentment and their 
triumph, are all alike eternal. 

II. Here let me repeat that these two con- 
ditions of eternal punishment or eternal joy 
are the more momentous to us because we 
are all at this moment tending to one or the 
other: for as our Lord has assured us, all 
men will, at his return to judge the quick 
and dead, be divided by him into two classes, 
for which these two conditions are reserved. 
Which of them then is prepared for you and 
for me ? Eternal punishment or eternal joy? 
Happily we are not left by our Judge in 
helpless uncertainty on this point, but know- 
ing before-hand on what his decision will be 
founded, we may before-hand ascertain with 
certainty our place in that day of final sepa- 
ration of the good and evil. Let us mark 
his words, " Then shall the King say to 
them on his right hand, Come ye blessed of 
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my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world: for I 
was an hungered and ye gave me meat; I 
was thirsty and ye gave me drink ; I was a 
stranger and ye took me in ; naked and ye 
clothed me ; I was sick and ye visited me; I 
was in prison and ye came unto me." "Verily 
I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me" " Then shall he say also 
to them on his left hand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels ; for I was an hun- 
gered and ye gave me no meat, I was thirsty 
and ye gave me no drink, I was a stranger 
and ye took me not in ; naked and ye clothed 
me not, sick and in prison and ye visited me 
not. Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye 
did it not to one of the least of these, ye did 
it not to me." Here the rule of judgment 
is perfectly plain : to one class he will say, 
Come and share my blessedness, because you 
were kind to my distressed and persecuted 
brethren; to the other he will say, Depart 
from me, because you were unkind to them. 
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Those who love, own, and aid the distressed 
and persecuted disciples of Christ will have 
eternal glory ; those who despise, dislike, and 
neglect them will meet eternal punishment : 
the reasons for this decision are obviously 
just. Those who neglect Christ must suffer 
punishment; and those who neglect his dis- 
tressed and persecuted followers neglect him. 
As the Apostles and first Christians 
were persecuted according to Christ's pre- 
diction, not for their faults, but for their 
fidelity to him, so martyrs, confessors, and 
faithful men in general have in subsequent 
ages experienced from the world the same 
treatment It was for fidelity to Christ that 
the Vaudois suffered in Piedmont, the Hugue- 
nots in France, the Lollards and Puritans in 
England. And in later days, Whitfield and 
Wesley, with their followers, met a similar 
reception from the world, though with less 
inhumanity. The gospel, condemning un- 
godliness and demanding a change of life, 
disturbs the cherished habits of irreligious 
men, and alarms them with the thought of 
condemnation. Hence those who maintain 
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the truths of the gospel, and live according 
to it, have ever been esteemed by the world 
in general as their enemies, and have conse- 
quently been often maligned and ill treated, 
not for their faults, but for their fidelity to 
Christ. Under these circumstances, as we 
learn from our Lord's declaration, to neglect 
them is to neglect him. Being objects of his 
declared regard, no one can do them unkind- 
ness without being unkind to him, as no one 
could ill treat your child without injuring 
you. To neglect them is farther to manifest 
either indifference or dislike to their prin- 
ciples and characters ; and as they resemble 
the principles and character of Christ, this 
dislike of them is indeed dislike of him. 
Moreover, the neglect of them is a direct 
violation of his express commands to show 
them kindness, by which all who are guilty 
of it prove that they disregard his authority 
and are not his disciples. 

Hence, farther, our conduct to the friends 
of Christ will be a proper test at the last 
day by which to determine whether we 
shall then receive the sentence to punishment 
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or to joy. For as we are all involved in con- 
demnation, and the Lord Jesus Christ has 
shed his blood to save us, God has deter- 
mined that none shall be saved but those 
who give him the entire honour of salva- 
tion. As all the children of God are saved 
because of Christ's merit and mediation, and 
as Christ intercedes for those who expect 
their happiness from him, and for no others, 
God accepts those for his sake, and no others. 
Now since none can be saved but those who 
exclusively trust in Christ, and those who 
trust him also love him for his goodness to 
them, and those who love him must love his 
friends for his sake, therefore those who neglect 
them when persecuted, despised, or distressed, 
do not love him nor trust him, are not per- 
sons for whom he intercedes, and cannot be 
saved for his sake; while those who love, 
own, and help them, love and trust him, are 
those for whom he intercedes, and will be 
saved for his sake. The whole sentence, 
therefore, of the last day depends upon the 
result of the application of this one test. 
Eternal punishment awaits those who, by 
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neglecting the disciples of Christ, show that 
they disregard him ; and eternal joy will be 
the reward of those who manifest their love 
to him by showing their kindness for his 
sake. 

And now I entreat this whole congrega- 
tion to avert eternal punishment and to se- 
cure eternal joy. Without delay, hesitation, 
or indecision let us all resolve at this moment 
that, by the help of God, we will be in the 
happy company on the right hand of Jesus 
Christ when he shall return to judge us. 
Should any imagine my exposition to be er- 
roneous, still to believe in Christ, to love him, 
and to be kind to those who love and serve 
him, can do you no harm : and if my expo- 
sition is correct, then these things are essen- 
tial to your safety. The eternal punishment 
of unbelievers is certain : but were it only 
probable, or even possible, it would be wise 
to act as if it were certain. Time is so tri- 
vial when compared with eternity, that he is 
the only rational man who makes all his ar- 
rangements during his stay on earth with 
reference to his eternal state. While others 
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cavil about eternal punishment, do you escape 
it. With one heart, let us all in this congre- 
gation do so. Aged men, do not waste 
solemn convictions which may be your last. 
Young men, do not defer efforts for which 
you may never again feel equal desire. Rich 
men and men of rank, your position is emi- 
nently perilous. It is easier, as the great 
Teacher has said, for a camel to go through 
a needle's eye than for you to reach heaven ; 
the pride and wantonness of wealth being 
snares through which few can burst. In the 
name of Christ I counsel you all to avert 
eternal punishment and secure eternal joy. 
Wherefore should you hesitate? The end is 
great enough to justify every effort; and why 
should the means revolt you ? To secure 
eternal joy, you are called to manifest your 
love to Christ by kindness to his disciples ; 
and to which part of this duty can you ob- 
ject? Is it painful to love the wisest and 
best part of mankind, who will render you 
in return a warmer and a firmer friendship 
than any which can be cemented by mere 
worldly companionship ? 

n3 



274 THE LAST JUDGMENT. [Ser. X. 

But, indeed, as kindness to the disciples of 
Christ springs necessarily from love to him, the 
hindrance in the way of your conversion must 
be rather the duty of loving him than that 
of loving them. But can this seem to you 
a hard condition of eternal life? He has 
come into this world for your sake, lived for 
you, suffered for you, died for you : he has 
been punished that you might escape punish- 
ment ; he has offered you benefits so great, 
that an empire could not purchase them ; he 
has such benevolence as you can find in no 
one else; his character is perfect; all that 
you can imagine worthy of esteem, admira- 
tion, and affection in any person, may be 
found perfectly in him; he has borne with 
your long neglect to this day ; and notwith- 
standing all your past provocations, he is at 
this moment willing to make you happy for 
ever. Why should you think it so hard a 
task to love him ? 

But again, I say, this is not the chief hin- 
drance to your soul, for all love Christ who 
believe on him, and therefore your great task 
is to believe. And should this be so diffi- 
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cult? To credit the certain promises of 
God, to own your desert of eternal death, 
which is capable of clearest proof, to rely on 
the merit and mercy of Christ to save you, 
to commit yourself to his instruction, in- 
tercession, and control, as your Prophet, 
Priest, and King, is a method of salvation so 
simple, so suited to the weak and guilty, so 
easy to the humble penitent, so adapted to 
inspire confidence, and so powerful to sanc- 
tify the whole soul, that those who try it feel 
that they can never sufficiently thank God 
for having placed it within their reach. Why 
then should it seem intolerable to you ? 

But if to love and serve Christ still ap- 
pears, through the ungodliness of your own 
hearts, impossible to you, then pray more 
for the grace which may change your hearts, 
since you must believe in Christ, and love 
him, or perish. Meanwhile act as you pray. 
Dismiss your evil habits ; abandon all sensual 
excess; avoid the occasions of temptation; 
and leave the scenes of dissipating gaiety to 
converse with God in solitude. There read 
often his word with serious self-application ; 
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obtain other heart-stirring books of piety; 
take care also to hear from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath such preaching as may most humble, 
awaken, instruct, and animate you ; converse 
on the great truths and duties of religion 
with experienced Christians; ask them to 
pray with you ; meditate and pray in secret 
over all that you hear or read; and shut 
your ears to the senseless ridicule or angry 
remonstrances of worldly friends, as men de- 
termined at all costs to reach eternal life. 
Thus wait on God for his converting grace, 
and you have every reason to hope that he 
will bless you ; and that, escaping the eternal 
punishment which awaits unbelievers, you 
may, through faith in Christ, obtain speedily 
a settled peace of mind, and at the last day 
enter with all the friends of Christ on a life 
of perfect and eternal joy. 



SERMON XL 

REST THROUGH FAITH. 

" COME UNTO ME ALL YE THAT LABOUR AND ARE 
HEAVY LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST." 

Matt. xi. 28. 

Some persons despise rest, which they think 
is good enough for the weak and the weary, 
but which is no boon to them ; for they are 
strong and gay; their hearts are bounding 
with high hopes ; they are eager for the ad- 
ventures which may task their energies ; and 
they ask not rest, but triumph. If Christ 
had promised them an acquisition of wealth, 
or had guaranteed the success of their fa- 
vourite pursuits, if they could learn from his 
word how to obtain fame or power, how to 
defeat their enemies, how to surpass their 
rivals, and how to secure the highest honours 
which society can bestow, then they would 
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listen to him ; but since he promises nothing 
but rest, they hear his offer with indifference. 
From all these despisers, therefore, our Lord 
turned to the afflicted, and knowing that to 
them at least his promise would appear va- 
luable, he said to them, " Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are Jteavy laden, and I 
will give you rest." All those who are on 
any account depressed and unhappy are here 
invited to apply to him for comfort ; and those 
who, by a faith which they have sought and 
obtained from God, which welcomes the sal- 
vation offered by Christ, and which proves its 
reality by a change of heart, apply to him for 
this blessing, find it. If, through the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, we have trusted in the 
mercy of God, through Christ, for pardon and 
sanctification, for deliverance from the penalty 
of sin and from its power, from preservation 
from all evil, and for the attainment of all 
good, he has accepted us. For he has said to 
all who come to him, " / will give you rest. 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you, not as the world giveth give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
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it be afraid' 91 Observe that the condition 
of rest is not that trouble of mind, for that 
is merely an inducement to seek it ; but the 
act of coming to him for it. And if any 
persons so come to him, though they be with- 
out present distress, it is equally secured to 
them. Let us, therefore, now consider its 
value, and, whether in distress of mind or not, 
let us come to him to receive it. 

I. First, our Lord gives to those who come 
to him rest from the dread of punishment. 

Exposed as we are to the curse of God for 
our sins, and by nature children of wrath, it 
is in the highest degree perilous and corrupt 
to retain peace of mind, so long as we have 
no rational assurance that our sins are for- 
given. Enlightened and thoughtful persons 
cannot, therefore, have peace without pardon. 
Unless they know that their souls will be 
saved, thejr must be miserable. From this 
just anxiety Christ delivers all who come to 
him. Those who are saved attain salvation 
from the mercy of God, through the merit 

1 John xiv. 27 ; xvi. 33. Luke vii. 50. Rom. v. 1 j 
xiy. 17 ; xv. 13. Phil. iv. 4—7. 
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of Jesus Christ, by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. God grants this salvation to all who 
believe in Christ, because he is merciful, be- 
cause Christ deserves it, and because, through 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, they apply 
for it in the appointed way. 

By the express, plain, and repeated de- 
clarations of Christ and his apostles, it is 
given to faith alone. Since no one can merit 
it, it is bestowed, by the sovereign mercy of 
God, on those who, being destitute of all 
merit, apply for mercy through the merit of 
Jesus Christ ; and seeking to be made holy 
for his sake by the Spirit of God, yield them- 
selves heartily up to be taught, led, and 
governed by God alone. " Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 
By him all that believe are justified from all 
things. Ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus. Being justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption which 
is in Christ Jesus. Therefore we conclude 
that a man is justified by faith without 
the deeds of the law." l - The salvation which 

1 Acts xvi. 31 5 xiii. 39. Gal. iii. 26. Rom, iii. 24, 28. 
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is thus freely given to believers is a complete 
deliverance from all evil. It includes the 
pardon of their sins, their rescue from the 
eternal death which they have merited, the 
redemption of their nature, their adoption 
into the family of God, their progressive 
sanctification, and the possession of eternal 
bliss in heaven* God has thus forgiven and 
adopted all those who have come to Christ. 
Although they are without any righteousness 
of their own, his righteousness is imputed 
to them ; they are under the care of God ; 
and he will keep them by his power through 
faith unto salvation. 

All this must remove their fears. By 
saving those who trust in Christ, God equally 
honours his mercy and his holiness, his 
wisdom and his power; and believers know 
that he must honour these attributes : Christ 
merits the salvation of those who trust in 
him ; and believers know that what he merits 
must be granted : God has likewise distinctly 
promised them salvation; and they know 
that his promise must be fulfilled. Thus 
they see it to be, on various accounts, im- 
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possible that those who trust in Christ should 
be condemned, and so long as their faith is 
stedfast, their burden of guilt and their dread 
of wrath, are necessarily changed into a deep 
and settled tranquillity. Were human merit 
in any degree a condition of their justifica- 
tion and salvation, they never could have 
peace ; because they could not ascertain how 
much merit would be required, and because 
they well know that they have no merit 
whatsoever : but as salvation is the free gift 
of God to those who trust in Christ, which 
Christ has fully merited for them, which is 
in every respect honourable to God, and 
which he has distinctly promised to all be- 
lievers, therefore being conscious of exer- 
cising faith, they are at peace. The effects 
of faith are calculated to give peace to any 
one who has come to Christ. He has under- 
gone a great transformation. Believing the 
love of God to him, through Christ, he has 
been led supremely to love him in return, 
and his love has secured obedience. He now 
makes the law of God the rule of his life, and 
is anxious to see others love and serve God 
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better than he does himself. With these 
godly dispositions he has acquired bene- 
volence towards his fellow-creatures. For 
Christians he reserves his warmest friendship, 
but he can be mild, gentle, beneficent, and 
forgiving towards all. Through the fear of 
God, through gratitude to the Redeemer, and 
through enlightened regard to his own hap- 
piness, he has become temperate and pure. 
The fear of God concurs, with benevolence 
towards men, to render him upright, just, 
and true in his transactions with others, and 
instead of selfishly living to please himself, 
he now begins to delight in doing good. 
These social virtues are cherished by his wil- 
ling use of Christ's ordinances. He medi- 
tates on the Bible with pleasure ; he thank- 
fully commits all his concerns to God in 
prayer ; he joyfully consecrates the Sabbath- 
day to the service of God ; and when he has 
the opportunity of christian conversation, 
seizes it with avidity. Now if any habits tend 
to happiness, these certainly tend thither ; if 
any dispositions are pleasing to God, these 
must be so. These distinctly mark him to be a 
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subject of divine grace, and may consequently 
assure him, that instead of being under the 
curse of God, he is the object of his care and 
love. But it is not on these habits, however 
certain may be the evidence which they afford 
of his salvation, that his hope is founded : that 
hope rests on the infinite merit of Christ, who 
deserved for him an everlasting salvation, and 
on the clear and certain promises of God to 
give it to his faith. If God be holy, just, or 
true, a believer must be saved; and he 
knows that he believes. It is this truth 
which has changed his disquietude into joy ; 
it is this by which the Holy Spirit has shed 
a deep and settled peace over his soul ; it is 
this by which Christ has fulfilled to him his 
promise. He has come to Him, and is at rest. 
II. There are other sources of trouble be- 
sides the dread of divine wrath. Many men, 
by becoming the slaves of appetite and pas- 
sion, ruin their health, enfeeble their intel- 
lect, consume their fortune, destroy their 
domestic affections, and make their families 
the witnesses and the victims of their degra- 
dation. Some expose themselves to incessant 
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vexations, by the indulgence of pride; and 
others are immersed in anxiety through their 
covetousness : a fierce temper exposes some 
to frequent strife; and others are tormented 
by the envy of those who are more pros- 
perous than themselves : some are burning 
with revenge against those who have wronged 
them, and some are rendered gloomy by 
malignity towards those whom they dislike. 
Against all these disquietudes Christ protects 
those who come to him. By making them 
humble, he frees them from the frequent 
mortifications which vex the proud ; by ren- 
dering them temperate and pure, he saves 
them from the heavy yoke of appetite; by 
inspiring them with the spirit of content- 
ment, he delivers them from the anxiety, 
meanness, and disappointment which often 
punish the lust of wealth ; and by enabling 
them to conquer their own spirit, and to 
manifest meekness instead of violence, bene- 
volence instead of malice, and a forgiving 
temper in place of revenge, he keeps them 
from a thousand harassing contentions. Thus 
by strengthening his disciples, to place their 
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appetites under the control of reason, and 
to exchange a bondage to their angry pas- 
sions, for the opposite christian virtues, he 
gives them rest from a tormenting tyranny 
which has rivetted its fetters on a large por- 
tion of the human race. 

III. There are still other troubles from which 
Christ gives his disciples rest. Good charac- 
ter and good principle are the main sources 
of temporal prosperity. Industry, order, in- 
tegrity, the temperance which invigorates 
both mind and body, reflection, honourable 
feeling, and an amiable temper, with all 
which religion adorns and arms each real 
Christian, ordinarily secure to their possessor 
a large measure of worldly success, with few , 
reverses : and thus " godliness has the pro- I 
mise of the life that now is," because it ge- i 
nerally enables those who experience it to J 
avoid many of the troubles which follow a j 
departure from principle, a neglect of ex- 
ertion, the indulgence of cupidity, or an ex- 
cessive love of pleasure. 1 

i Ps. xxxiv. 9, 10, 12—15. 1 Tim. iv. 8. 1 Pet. iii. 
10—12. Rom. viii. 28. 
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Still reverses do happen to the best : and 
no one can know what the future may con- 
ceal for him in its unexplored depths. Even 
Christians, therefore, may meet with poverty 
or loss, with sickness or bereavement. Under 
these circumstances others are oppressed with 
a load of care : but from this care also Christ 
delivers those who come to him. Of future 
evil his disciples are not permitted to enter- 
tain any dread, because he has promised that 
while they seek first the kingdom of God, 
all needful things shall be added to them; 
and they are encouraged to cast all their care 
on God by the assurance that he cares for 
them. 1 When affliction comes they can trust 
in him to extract from it permanent advan- 
tage, to mitigate it or to remove it altogether. 
In some rare cases, Christians under trouble 
have been able not only to submit without 
murmuring, but to manifest the sublimest 
joy in the power, wisdom, and goodness of 
God, in his love and faithfulness, in his 
absolute sovereignty, and in his universal do- 

' Matt. vi. 33. 1 Peter v. 7. Heb. xiii. 5, 6. 
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minion : while some have even surpassed 
these, and when called to suffer the most 
cruel persecutions for the sake of Christ, have 
welcomed their sufferings as their glory, and 
have triumphed on the rack and at the 
stake. 

But farther, as this short life is but the 
first stage of a boundless existence, that 
which is to come after death is of far more 
consequence to us than all which precedes it. 
This truth is indeed so felt by many, that 
during their whole lives they are affected by 
the fear of death. They dislike its gloomy 
accompaniments ; they know that it will rob 
them of all their present joys ; but its most 
repulsive function is, that it comes to drag 
them down into a gulf from which there is 
no return, and in which they may perchance 
be miserable for ever. But for those who 
come to him, Christ has changed the whole 
aspect of death. To them it can only come 
by the appointment of their heavenly Father, 
at the best time and in the best manner ; to 
terminate their sorrows, to perfect their cha- 
racter, to accomplish their hopes, and to com- 
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plete their bliss. With such prospects not 
a few Christians have been able, like Paul, 
to change their natural fear of death into a 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which 
they have felt to be far better than to prose- 
cute the most brilliant career of prosperity 
here below, or to remain in possession of the 
best enjoyment which the earth can afford. 1 

Lastly, this hope will never disappoint 
those who have come to Christ : for after 
having cheered them to the last moment of 
their earthly existence, and lighted up the 
obscure valley of the shadow of death, it will 
conduct them to an experience which will 
more than realize all that it promised. This 
is the more important part of the treasure 
which Christ has here offered. As much as 
the sorrows of the state after death will ex- 
ceed the worst fears of the neglecters of 
Christ, its joys will surpass the hopes of his 
disciples. For heaven is revealed to be a 
state of absolute and eternal contentment, not 
in dulness but in the exercise of a perfect 

> Phil. i. 23. 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. Luke xxiii. 43. Heb, 
xii. 23. 

O 
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intellect, not in indolence but in activity, 
not in want but in fulness, not in corruption 
but in holiness, not in solitude but in the 
society and friendship of the perfect.. And 
not till that moment when they enter on 
the employments and bliss of the redeemed 
in glory, without fault or fear, in the pre- 
sence of their Redeemer, beyond the reach 
of temptation and danger, of weariness and 
sorrow, with an eternity of augmenting hap- 
piness before them, can they fully know what 
Christ meant when he said to them, Come 
unto me, and i will give you rest. 

II. Compare now the peace which Christ 
sheds over the soul of his disciple with that 
which prosperous circumstances may afford 
to one who neglects him. 

There is not much peace in the world of 
any kind. Remorse and dread of wrath, 
the tyranny of the passions, frequent con- 
tentions, external hardships and reverses, pre- 
sent perplexities and anxiety for the future, 
the fear of death, and the menacing aspect 
of the final judgment, disturb and sadden 
the minds of many. But place the neglecter 
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of Christ in the best and most favourable po- 
sition : let him have youth, fortune, rank, 
health, intellect, good temper, friends, and 
then let us see how his peace differs from the 
peace of Christians. 

First, his peace is false : because, as he 
is an ungodly being, exposed every moment 
to punishment, a just view of his character 
and circumstances would change every tri- 
umphant emotion of his heart into a despon- 
dency, under which he would envy the dog 
which wears his chain. In his peace the 
mind and conscience have no part. It is the 
unreflecting contentment of an animal com- 
bined with the responsibilities of a man : a 
peace undeserving the name, which the least 
knowledge of his position would disturb; 
which deceives to destroy ; which begins in 
delusion, and which ends in despair. All 
thought, on the contrary, confirms the peace 
of a Christian. It is compatible with all 
reflection, because it rests on the word of 
Christ and the promise of God : it examines 
the past, present, and the future, it recog- 
nizes every duty, it investigates every fact, it 
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considers every interest, it will bear all exa- 
mination, and it is the gift of the Son of 
God. 

Further, how can a neglecter of Christ, 
who has violated his Maker's law, who has 
disregarded his anger, who has refused his 
offer of salvation, who has despised his Son 
and his Spirit, and is now under his righ- 
teous frown, retain his peace of mind without 
impiety? The humblest acknowledgments 
of guilt, the most earnest supplications for 
mercy, would far better become such a man 
than gaiety. Under such circumstances his 
peace of mind, affronting God and confirming 
his irreligion, is as corrupt as it is delusive. 
Hear how the Lord has spoken of it. " In 
that day did the Lord of hosts call to weep- 
ing and to mourning, to baldness and to 
girding with sackcloth ; and behold, joy and 
gladness, slaying oxen and killing sheep, eat- 
ing flesh and drinking wine. . . . Surely this 
iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye 
die, saith the Lord of hosts." l Those who 

■ Isa. zxii. 12—14. Psalm hcxiii. 12—19. Isa. 1. 11. 
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lift their heads proudly when they ought to | 

he oppressed with shame, those who abound \ 

in merriment when they ought to be over- 
whelmed with contrition, so affront their 
Maker and their Judge, that he may leave 
them in their godless festivity to helpless and 
hopeless obduration. But the peace of 
Christ's disciple came from God and draws 
the soul to God. It inspires with gratitude, 
it strengthens faith, it arms against tempta- 
tion, it is intertwined with fevery best affec- 
tion, it leads to the discharge of every duty, 
it is the expression of piety, and it prepares 
for heaven. 

What then is the value of the peace of the 
child of fashion who neglects Christ ? How 
long will it last ? and whither is it leading ? 
Alas ! it is a proud fabric, reared upon the 
sand ; built on wealth, on titles, on health, 
on youth, on self-complacency, on the flatte- 
ries of sycophants, on the servility of depen- 
dants, on superiority of intellect, on admired 
attainments, on social virtues — all, all sand. 
Time, like a ceaseless rain, is every moment 
undermining it; and when the rain-flood has 

02 
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risen a little higher and beats against it, it 
must fall never to rise again. Even now 
you can hear it crack, you can see it totter ; 
who would garner up his happiness there ? 
But the disciple of Christ has built his peace 
on a foundation of another sort Nothing 
in earth or heaven, in time or eternity, can 
shake it. It will endure every storm of his 
life, and will be unimpaired ages after his dis- 
solution. If sickness, reverses, disappoint- 
ments, enmities, and old age beat like a 
raging sea upon its base, they will only prove 
its solidity. Though heaven and earth shall 
pass away, the promises of God must stand; 
and the favour of Christ will prove a suffi- 
cient safeguard amidst the terrors of the uni- 
versal judgment, and the convulsion of an 
expiring world. 

This rest from the dread of wrath, from 
the tyranny of passion, from worldly care, 
and from the fear of death — this peace to the 
bewildered mind, to the troubled conscience, 
and to the agitated heart, which is consistent 
with all enquiry and reflection, and which is 
as honourable to God as it is comforting to 
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the believer — this solid, humble, ennobling, 
and eternal peace Christ offers to you all. It 
is more valuable than an estate, a title, or a 
throne. It is so precious, that fortune and 
life might be wisely spent in the effort to 
secure it ; the wealth of the kingdom could 
not buy it; talent and resolution cannot 
seize it ; the united world could not bestow 
it; prayers, tears, and efforts cannot merit 
it ; and Christ offers it you without cost and 
without delay. Free as the air you breathe 
and the light which shines around you, it 
may be yours from this day and yours for 
ever. If it does not enrich you for ever 
it is your fault, not his. " Come unto me, and 
I will give you rest." 

He offers it to the guilty who dread the 
punishment of their sins, to the condemned 
who are looking for the execution of their 
sentence, to the corrupt who cannot change 
their own hearts, to the tempted who are 
mastered by temptation, to the weak who 
are environed by dangers, to the perplexed 
who are without a guide, to all who are dis- 
tressed and unhappy. 
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Do you despise his offer ? Again I de-^ 
clare to you, it is better than your wealth, 
your rank, your titles, your talent, your 
friendships, and your pleasures. Will you 
live still without it ? What, when the ills of 
life are so many, when your evil propensities 
are so powerful, when your guilt is so great, 
when God is so awful and when death is so 
near? As God lives you will regret that 
neglect soon ; and yet, perhaps, too late : for 
it may be, when your mind has lost its power 
of thought, when the habits of unholiness 
may be inveterate, when the prospect of dis- 
solutioa may be overwhelming, and when 
God may withhold from you his Spirit. 

But if you feel that to attain it would re- 
pay every effort, remember the only condi- 
tion upon which it is offered to you ; " Come 
unto me, and I will give you rest : Take 
my yoke upon you, and you shall find rest 
unto your souls" Not to the proud but to 
the humble, not to the frivolous but to the 
earnest, not to the unbelieving but to the be* 
lieving, not to the rebellious but to the sub- 
miss ve, this immense gift is granted. Then 
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accept it on these equitable and easy terms ; 
and receive it from the hand of Christ as one 
of his humble, penitent, and grateful dis- 
ciples. Cease from all rebellious indepen- 
dence; apply to him in humble faith for 
pardon, holiness, and heaven; cast yourself 
on the mercy of God to forgive, to sanctify, 
and to save you by his Holy Spirit for the 
sake of his Son ; accept his word, which is 
the expression of his will, as the rule of your 
whole future life ; be heartily and thoroughly 
Christ's disciple, and from that hour this 
peace will be yours. 

If, on the other hand, you have "obtained 
this peace of God, my brethren, I urge you, 
by your own experience of its value, not to 
let it slip. Declension, inconstancy, sinful 
conformity to any corrupt fashion, worldly 
companionship instead of christian friendship, 
the neglect of secret prayer, indolent self-in- 
dulgence, and any disregard of the admoni- 
tions of conscience may rob you of it. As 
you obtained it by coming to Christ, you 
must keep it by living in fellowship with 
him. Faith won it, and faith must preserve 
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it. Every day, therefore, as guilty sinners 
who have merited eternal death, look for 
eternal life to the boundless mercy of God 
through the merit of the Redeemer. Then 
walk with God; and living to please and 
serve him, separate yourselves from all that 
is evil in the world. Dare to be nobly sin- 
gular in maintaining truth and in fulfilling 
duty ; and in all things, by prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known unto God ; so the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. 



THE END. 



J. Dennett, Printer, 121, Fleet Street. 
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